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Squad 6 
Approved By: 


Drafted By: b6 
b7C 


Case ID d: 46G-PD-NEW NPending) 


Title: 
FAG-DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS- 
UNREMARRIED WIDOW'S BENEFITS 


Synopsis: Allegations have been made by the medi b6 
Oregon U.S. Congressman CWes DE bic 
received benefits under unremarrie dow's provisions after having 

married Cooley in approximately[ ^. ] 


Details: Source - 11. x 


Following the initial articles that appeared in "The 
Oregonian" newspaper on Friday, 04/26/1996, contact was made with 
the Veterans Affairs-Office of Inspector General (VA-OIG), in 
Oakland, California. Contact point with VA-OIG isD[  — — — — —1 b6 
assigned to Los Angeles, but currently in Oakland. His telephones b7C 
are (Oakland) and (Los 
Angeles). advised that advised the VA of 


marriage to Cooley in and that she has received no benefits 
Since that time. At the time her benefits ceased, she was 
receiving almost a month. If the marriage to Cooley actually 
took place in as the newspapers have reported, she would have 
received over fraudulently. 


Attached to this communication are four newspaper 
articles and an editorial regarding the allegations. This will be 


conducted as a joint investigation with VA-OIG and they wish to be ; 
present werte interviewed. _ _ Ze 
ye G- POX POLRI 


b7C 


(06/01/1995) $ e 
FEDE GA 
To: Portland From: SSA sn TION b6 
Re: 46G-PD-NEW, 05/01/ b7c 


AUSA 
advised that 


b5 
b6 
b"7C 


The general allegations have been discussed wit b6 


and[ doe the Governmental Fraud Unit at FBIHO. Ee 
in turn, has advised Congressional Affairs. 


On 05/01/1996, _____Jattorney,[ E 
[ 1 1 S.W. Columbia, Suite 1900, Portland, was contacte y 


Writer. He advised that on 05/02/1996, he would be turning over 


documentation to of Veterans Affairs in Portland, 
which will include a copy of marriage certificate, the 
notification provided to VA regarding the wedding, canceled checks b6 


regarding return of fun b7C 


other material 


for interview sometime next week at his office in Portland. 
He will get back to Writer to set up the specific day and time. He 
Stated that both of his clients deny that any marriage took place 
before thd ^ ]marriage. 
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U.S. Department of Justice 


ASCII 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 


In Reply, Please Refer to Post Office Box 709 


Dien 46G-PD-40803 Portland, Oregon 97207 


May 7, 1996 


b6 
FAG-DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS- Bye 
UNREMARRIED WIDOW'S BENEFITS 
On May 1, 1996, the Portland Division of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation opened a Fraud Agai the Government 
case on United States b6 
Congressman Wes Cooley representing Oregon's 3rd Congressional bi 
District. 
The case was opened on allegations published in the 
media dal —  — —iniesaliy accepted Department of b6 
Veterans Affairs (VA) Unremarried Widows Benefits, over an b7C 


approximately 
Congressman Cooley. 


while married to 


they were husband and wife prior to There are also alleged 
documents associated with loans and the purchase of property by 
indicating that they were husband and wife prior to 


The monthly payments td | under the VA b6 
Unremarried Widow's Benefit program reache approximately| ^ ]a b7C 


month at the time they were discontinued. The total amount over 


received by as calculated by the VA, was 
approximately 


The above information was presented to the United 
States Attorneys Office in Portland, Oregon for an initial 
prosecutive opinion. The Portland U.S. Attorneys Office advised 


b5 
b6 
b7C 


Attorney's Portland Office advised that the Public Integrity Unit 
of Main Justice has already declined the case since 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is 1 


your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 


L:) f Lo gogoa |a 724. LIG 


8 e 


FAG-DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS- 
UNREMARRIED WIDOW'S BENEFITS 


Portland was under the impression, by reason of May 2nd 
discussions with| ^ ^  |attorney, 
pe l rtland, Oregon 97204, 


that was going to be available for 
questioning the week of May 6, 1996, in Portland, Oregon. On 
May 7, 1996,[ — ]ladvised that is now in 


Washington D.C., and that she was not returning to Oregon in the 
near future. This may require that she be interviewed in 
Washington, D.C. 


Portland FBI, in conjunction with the Veterans 
Administration Office of Inspector General, is now in the process 
of obtaining information relating to this matter from the 
administrative offices of the VA in Portland, Oregon. It is 
expected that subpoenas will be necessary for obtaining 
additional information relating to this matter. This requires 
that the matter be presented to the Fraud Unit of Main Justice 
for a prosecutive opinion as well as assignment of a prosecutive 
attorney. 
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Precedence: PRIORITY Date: 05/09/1996 

To: CID Attn: Financial Crimes Sec 
GFU, SS b6 
SSA b7C 


From: Portland 


Squad 6 
Contact: Be 
b7C 
Approved By: 
Drafted By: 
Case ID #: 46G-PD-40803 (Pending) 
Title: a 
FAG-DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS - 
UNREMARRIED WIDOW'S BENEFITS 
Synopsis: Request to present captioned matter to DOJ for 
prosecutive opinion and assignment of prosecutor as explained in 
enclosed LHM. 
Enclosures: The original and three copies of an LHM captioned as 
above. 
Details: This EC is a follow-up of telephone conversations 
between SSA Portland and SSAs and b6 
GFU and facsimile of referenced LHM concerning b7C 
captioned matters. 
As indicated in the LHM, it is being requested the 
information therein be presented to the DOJ Fraud Unit for 
prosecutive opinion and assignment of a prosecutor so that 
necessary subpoenas can be obtained for this investigation. 
For information of the GFU, arrangements were 
originally made to interview subject at the 
Portland offi orney, the week of 
05/06/1996. attorney, has now advised 
that he is making arrangements for her to be available either in T 
Washington, D.C., or Portland next week. was advised ue 


it would be preferable that his client be interviewed in Portland 
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Re: 46G-PD-40803, 05/09/1996 


the week of 05/13/1996, preferably on Tuesday, 05/14/1996, but if 
the interview was to be conducted in Washington, D.C., it would 
not be able to take place prior to Thursday, 05/16/1996, to allow 
information to be provided to Washington Field Office Agents to 
conduct the interview. 


was advised neither the Veterans 
Administration's (VA) OIG investigator, nor the FBI Case Agent, 
have conducted any investigation involving the interview of 
individuals or collection of documents with the purpose that his 
client would be given an opportunity to be interviewed prior to 
interviewing other potential witnesses. He was informed of the 
timeliness of meeting with his client due to the expediency of 
trying to resolve this matter through normal investigation, and 
was advised on 05/09/1996, the necessity to make arrangements to 
have his client interviewed the following week before the 
investigative agents would be obligated to proceed with the 
investigation by interviewing other individuals and collecting 
further evidence. 


Portland has conducted minimal investigation in the 
form of reviewing the Veterans Administration file located at the 
regional office in Portland, Oregon, with the VA-OIG investigator 
from Los Angeles. The Case Agent and OIG Agent have reviewed 
investigation that has been conducted thus far by the Veterans 
Administration's regional office field investigator, which 
included approximately six interviews and a collection of some 
documentation. Based upon the results of the field 
investigation, as well as the desired results of the interview 
with the subject, the FBI Case Agent and VA-OIG investigator have 
compiled necessary documentation, and a list of pertinent 
questions that would be appropriate in the interview of the 
subject. 


It is hopeful that said interview would take place in 
Portland with the FBI Case Agent and the OIG investigator 
conducting the interview, but if the interview is to take place 
in Washington, D.C., the appropriate communications and 
documentation will be sent to Washington Field Office to conduct 
the interview. It is anticipated that the VA-OIG investigator 
from Los Angeles will be flying to Washington to assist in that 


interview if necessary. The name of the VA-OIG investigator is 
E telephone The Case 
Agent associated with this matter is SA 


Portland Division, telephone (503) 423-9680. 
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VA funds for Cooley's wi 


By Jeff Nielson 
Bulletin Staff Writer 
semary Herron Cooley, wid- 
0 a Marine officer killed in 
1969, may have illegally collected 
federal death benefits after marry- 
ing Congressman Wes Cooley. 
` She began receiving benefits 
Aa the Department of Veterans 
ffairs after her first husband, 
Capt. Perry Herron, died in a jet 
crash near Imperial County, Calif, 
according to a story in today's edi- 
tions of the Portland Oregonian. 
: Privacy laws prohibit the VA 
from disclosing when the benefits 
began and ended, Terry Jemison, a 
Department of Veterans Affairs 
public affairs specialist in Wash- 


ington, D.C., said Thursday. 

However, Jemison said Herron 
was collecting $897 per month 
when her benefits were terminat- 
ed. That rate went into effect on 
Dec. 1, 1993, which means she was 
still collecting benefits then. 

In sworn affidavits provided to 
The Bulletin earlier this month, the 
Cooleys said they were married 
“prior to 1994,” when Cooley was 
elected to Congress. They refused 
to provide a date. 

Cooley, who represents Eastern 
Oregon’s 2nd District, released this 
statement this morning: “Rosemary 
and I absolutely stand by our 
sworn affadavits of April 12, 1996. 


With regard to other allegations, 


we maintain that we have done 
nothing improper in the course of 
our marriage.” 

When she registered to vote in 
Deschutes County in 1984, she 
gave her name as Rosemary Her- 
ron and listed no spouse. But Coo- 
ley listed Herron as his spouse on a 
1986 voter registration card. 

When the couple registered to 
vote in Crook County, she listed 
Wes Cooley as her spouse in 1992. 
He did not list a spouse. 

The Cooleys named each other 
as spouses when they registered in 
Deschutes County in 1994. 

Misrepresenting information on 
a voter registration card is a felony 
carrying a maximum of five years 
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in prison and a $100,000 fine. 

Deed records also conflict. 

The Cooleys stated that they 
were married in loan papers filed 
in Deschutes County in 1985. Yet a 
deed they signed iù Orange County, 
Calif., in 1992 does not identify 
them as a married couple. 

Wes Cooley’s name doesn’t ap- 
pear on a deed signed in 1983 for 
the 156-acre Alfalfa ranch the two 
call home. The deed lists Rosemary 
Herron as sole owner. 

Although a marriage license is 
on file in Riverside County, Calif., 
for the Cooleys, they paid an extra 
fee to have the record sealed. 

Fraud charges can be brought 
in cases where military benefits 
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wife disputed. 


are collected illegally. “Bottom line 
is, if the spouse remarries, she los- 
es the benefits," Jemison said. 

The Bulletin has filed a Free- 
dom of Information Act petition 
seeking VÀ records in the case. 

Cooley and his first wife, Bever- 
ly Charbonneau, divorced in 1976. 
Cooley and Herron have been to- 
gether since that period. 


Cooley is under investigation by | 


the Oregon Elections Division for 
claims in his Voters’ Pamphlet 
statements that he served in the 
Korean War as part of the U.S. 
Army's Special Forces. 

He later said he shouldn't have 
mentioned Korean service. He 
deleted the reference this year. 
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Cooley's wife 


| | drew VA money 


| 


— but when 
was wedding? 


li The congressman and Rosemary Cooley won't 
say when they were married, but she collected 
widow's benefits apparently until 1994 


By ROSE ELLEN O’CONNOR and BRENT WALTH 
of The Oregonian staff 


WASHINGTON — Rep. Wes Cooley's wife collected 
federal benefits as the widow of a Marine captain ap- 
parently as late as 1994 — years after she and the con- 
gressman presented themselves as husband and wife. 

Federal law prohibits military widows from draw- 
ing benefits after they remarry and requires them to 
notify the VA of any change in marital status. 

Exactly when the Cooleys were married is unclear, 
and the couple have taken legal steps to keep the date 
secret. However, the Eastern 
Oregon Republican and his 
wife, Rosemary Herron Cool- 
ey, listed each other as hus- 
band and wife as early as 1985 
in legal documents filed in 
Deschutes County. 

If the Cooleys were legally 
married while Rosemary Cool- 
ey collected military widow's 
benefits, it could be fraud, De- 
m on Veterans Affairs 
officials said. But if she was 
properly collecting the benefits COOLEY 
— as much as $897 per month — it means the Cooleys 
were claiming in legal documents to be married 
when they were not. 

The trail of contradictions in their accounts of the 
marriage follows admissions by Cooley that he made 
misstatements about his military and educational 
background. 

Cooley spokesman Dave Redmond declined com- 
ment, saying the congressman had not had a chance 
to review documents submitted to his office Thurs- 
day by The Oregonian. 

VA spokesman Terry Jemison said claiming mili- 
tary benefits might be fraud, but he could not specify 
what the penalty might be. The claims form for bene- 
fits says survivors receiving payments for which 
they are ineligible are subject to “severe penalties 
which include fine and imprisonment.” 

Rosemary Cooley’s first husband was Marine Capt. 
Perry Neal Herron. Herron, a radar intercept officer, 
died at age 26 on Nov. 16, 1965, when his fighter jet 
crashed in Imperial County, Calif. 

VA records show Rosemary Herron received mili- 
tary benefits as his widow. Jemison said the agency 
could not reveal when she notified the agency of her 
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. Cooley: Her first husband 


died in 1965 plane crash ` 


MContinued from Page One 


remarriage and the benefits stopped. 
However, the VA did say she was 
collecting $897 a month when they 
stopped. According to the benefit 
schedule, which is adjusted annual- 
ly, the widow of a captain such as 
Herron would have first been eligi- 
ble to receive that amount in 1994. 

The Cooleys identified themselves 
asa married couple as early as May 
1985 on loan papers filed in Des- 
chutes County. Wes Cooley also de- 
clared Rosemary as his spouse when 
he filed a voter registration card in 
Deschutes County in October 1986. 

In October 1992, Rosemary Cooley 
registered to vote in Crook County 
and listed Wes Cooley as her spouse. 
She named him as her spouse again 
when she re-registered in- Deschutes 
County in April 1994. 

Knowingly providing false infor- 
mation on a voter registration card 
is a felony carrying a maximum 
penalty of five years in prison and a 
$100,000 fine. 


Cooley, who won election to the 
U.S. House in 1994, identifed Rose- 
mary as his wife during his cam- 
paign. “Wes and his wife, Rosemary, 
have four children and 10 grandchil- 
dren," he said in his 1994 Voters' 
Pamphlet statements, which are offi- 
cial election documents. Cooley did 
not list a spouse in the Voters’ Pam- 
phlet in 1992, when he ran for the 
Oregon Senate. 


The Cooleys have provided state- 
ments attesting to their marriage 
but decline to disclose their wedding 
date, citing personal privacy. 


"I married Rosemary Herron in 
the state of California prior to 1994 
and have been married to her from 
prior to 1994 and up to the date of 
this affidavit," Wes Cooley said in a 
statement signed this month. Rose- 
mary Cooley has signed a similar 
statement. 

The Cooleys also have provided a 
certified statement from the River- 
side County, Calif, clerk that they 


were married there after 1980. The 
Cooleys paid an additional fee to 
have the date of their marriage 
sealed. 


Wes Cooley divorced his first 
wife, Beverly, in 1975. 


Wes Cooley and Rosemary Herron 
moved to Oregon together in 1982. 


Cooley is under investigation by 
the Oregon Elections Division for 
claims in his Voters' Pamphlet state- 
ments that he served in the Korean 
War as part of the U.S. Army's Spe- 
cial Forces. 


He has deleted the reference to his 
Korean service in his Voters' Pam- 
phlet statement filed for the 1996 pri- 
mary. 

Cooley also has acknowledged 
making inaccurate statements in 
the 1994 pamphlet by claiming he 
was a member of the Phi Beta Kappa 
academic honor society. Cooley 
later admitted he was not a member 
of that organization. 
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Friends say Cooleys 
renewed vows in '93 
in Palm Springs 


W The timing is crucial because Rosemary Cooley 
apparently got military widow's benefits until 1994 


By DOUG BATES 


Correspondent, The Oregonian 


COVINA, Calif. — The mystery surrounding Wes 
Cooley's path to the altar became murkier Friday when 
close friends of the Oregon congressman said he and his 
wife, Rosemary, exchanged wed- 
ding rings in a church rite per- 
formed in late 1993 as a "renewal 
of vows." 

The ceremony was in a small 
nondenominational chapel in the 
desert resort city of Palm Springs 
in December 1993, according to 78- 
year-old Walt Fulton, a longtime 
Cooley acquaintance who served 
as best man. But Fulton said the 
Cooleys told him they first had 
married 10 years earlier. 

In an interview Friday in his 
Covina home near Los Angeles, Fulton and his wife, Ce- 
celia, who also attended the wedding, provided the first 
details about an event the Cooleys have kept secret. 

The timing of their marriage is significant because 
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Rosemary Cooley collected govern- 
ment benefits as the widow of a Ma- 
rine captain apparently as late as 
1994. Federal law prohibits a mili- 
tary widow from drawing benefits 
after she remarries or if she is liv- 
ing with a man as wife and hus- 
band. 

The Cooleys have presented them- 
selves as husband and wife since 
long before the 1993 wedding in 
Palm Springs. And at one point in 
that ceremony, according to the Ful- 
tons, Cooley acknowledged that he 
and Rosemary originally had wed 
about 10 years before. 

“It was a sweet, simple ceremony 
— a reaffirmation of their vows, I 
guess you’d call it — attended by 
just a handful of family and 
friends,” Walt Fulton said. “I really 
don’t know about the original wed- 
ding or where it was, but I guess it 
was some time ago, 10 years or so 
maybe. I’m not too clear on that.” 

The rite in Palm Springs was sol- 
emnized by a minister, “a woman 
‘whose name I would not remem- 
ber,” Fulton said. The only other 
guests, besides Cecelia Fulton, were 
Robbie Herron, who is Rosemary 
Cooley's son from her first mar- 
riage, and Lisa Rodriguez, Cooley’s 
daughter from his first marriage. 

Rodriguez, an Orange County 
legal secretary, confirmed the Ful- 
tons’ account of the wedding Friday 
and said her father had told her that 
he and Rosemary had been married 
“about 10 years ago” in Mexico. 

Rodriguez said she served as ma- 
tron of honor at the ceremony. Be- 
yond that, she declined to discuss 
the event or her father’s marital re- 
cord. 

Cooley and his spokesman could 
not be reached for comment Friday 
evening. A spokesman for the fresh- 
man Republican congressman from 
Oregon's 2nd District declined com- 
ment Thursday on questions about 
the marriage and Rosemary Her- 
ron's VÀ benefits. 

The Cooleys have refused to pro- 
vide details of their marital relation- 
ship. Exercising an option provided 
by California law, the couple paid 
an extra fee to the Riverside County 


These things are more 
serious now. They ve 
advanced from small 
falsifications to things that 
could have more serious 
legal consequences. 


Tony Ahern, 
publisher, The Madras Pioneer 


clerk to have the date of their Palm 
Springs marriage sealed. 

Neither the Fultons nor Rodriguez 
could remember the exact date of 
the Palm Springs wedding, but all 
three said it was sometime before 
Christmas in December 1993. 

Walt Fulton spoke warmly of Cool- 
ey and said they became friends 
more than 30 years ago when they 
met through motorcyle racing, a 
sport Cooley vigorously promoted in 
earlier years. 

Fulton said he and his wife play 
host to the Cooleys at least twice a 
year at their home in Covina. Ful- 
ton had no idea why the congress- 
man would want to keep details of 
his weddings secret, other than a 
sincere desire for privacy. 

“He is as fine a man as you'd ever 
want to meet, and if he wants to 
keep some aspects of his private life 
to himself, that’s certainly his privi- 
lege,” Fulton said. 

However, Department of Veterans 
Affairs officials have said fraud alle- 
gations could arise if the Cooleys 
were legally married while Rose- 
mary Cooley collected military wid- 
ow’s benefits. An agency spokesman 
said Rosemary Herron Cooley was 
collecting $897 a month when the 
checks stopped, and according to the 
VA benefit schedule, 1994 is the year 
she first would have been eligible to 
receive that amount. 

Rosemary's first husband, a Ma- 
rine captain, died in a plane crash 


in California in 1965. 

Tom Furukawa, a spokesman for 
the Department of Veterans Affairs 
in Portland, said it wouldn’t make 
any difference whether a new mar- 
riage occurred in a foreign country 
as far as disqualifying a widow for 
continuing benefits, as long as the 
marriage was lawful. He said if a 
couple hadn’t married but presented 
themselves as married, it also could 


disqualify the widow for VA bene- | 


fits. 

The latest revelations follow Cool- 
ey's admissions that he made mis- 
statements about his educational 
and military background and ques- 
tions about whether he had proper 


building permits and zoning for op- | 


erations at his ranch near Bend. 
The revelations prompted renewed 


questions in Cooley's district, which | 


sprawls across Eastern and much of ` 
Southern Oregon, and among Ore- ` 


gon Republican activists. 

“These things are more serious 
now," said Tony Ahern, publisher of 
The Madras Pioneer, referring to 
the questions about VA benefits. 
“They've advanced from small falsi- 
fications to things that could have 
more serious legal consequences.” 

State Sen. Neil Bryant, R-Bend, 
said most Cooley supporters under- 
stood why the congressman might 
have failed to obtain required build- 
ing permits or misclassified his 
property for tax purposes. Voters 
were more concerned about Cooley's 
military record and issues sur- 
rounding his marriage, Bryant said. 

“They're waiting for a further ex- 
planation,” he said. 

State Sen. Randy Miller, R-West 


Linn, head of the Oregon GOP, said ` 


Cooley should provide answers as 
soon as possible. 


Miller insisted that Cooley should ` 
stay in the election race, but other | 


GOP leaders were less supportive. 
“Unless he’s prepared to come forx 
ward with a full disclosure on all 
these issues, I think he should step 
aside and let someone else run,” 


said Craig Berkman, former head of | 


the state GOP. 


Gail Kinsey Hill of The Oregonian 
staff contributed to this report. 
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Wedding date dogs Cooley ` 


By Jeff Nielson 
Bulletin Staff Writer 
` When did U.S. Rep. Wes Cooley 
marry his second wife, Rosemary 
Herron? That question continued 
to dog Cooley this weekend after 
The Oregoninan published reports 
that the couple may have married 
in Mexico a decade ago. 
» The issue is important because 
ederal records show that Rose- 
mary Herron, as the widow of a 
Marine Corps flier killed in 1965, 
continued collecting death benefits 
at least through December 1993. 
Federal law prohibits a widow 
from drawing benefits after she re- 
marries. In fact, continued collec- 
tion of benefits could be disallowed 
éven to a widow who merely moved 
in with a man or held herself out to 
be married. — both of which would 
apply to Rosemary Herron. 
. Under a treaty between the 
United States and Mexico, Mexican 
marriages are automatically valid 
in this country. So the place where 


the ceremony took place would not 
be controlling. 

Cooley and Herron participated 
in a marriage ceremony in Palm 
Springs, Calif., in December 1993, 
according to friends and family. 

However, they told The Orego- 
nian and The Bulletin that it was a 
renewal of vows rather than a wed- 
ding. They said the couple indicat- 
ed they had actually married in the 
early '80s in Mexico. 

The two have a marriage certifi- 
cate on file with San Bernardino 
County, where Palm Springs is lo- 
cated. However, they exercised a 
provision of California law allowing 
it to be sealed. 

The county clerk would say only 
that it indicates the two were mar- 
ried sometime since 1980. When 
first questioned about it by The 
Bulletin two weeks ago, the con- 
gressman presented sworn affa- 
davits stating the marriage had 
taken place "prior to 1994," but re- 
fused to give a date. 


Walt Fulton, a longtime friend, 
told The Oregonian he served as 
best man when the Cooleys repeat- 
ed their marriage vows in a small 
chapel in Palm Springs. 

He said the Cooleys told him 
they had married 10 years earlier 
in Mexico. Cooley's daughter from 
his first marriage, Lisa Rodriguez, 
matron of honor at the California 
ceremony, seconded that account. 

Fulton said he had no idea why 
Cooley would want to keep his wed- 
ding date a secret, other than a sin- 
cere desire for privacy. 

The Oregonian quoted him as 
saying of Cooley: “He is as fine a 
man as you'd ever want to meet, 
and if he wants to keep some as- 
pects of his private life to himself, 
that's certainly his privilege." 

However, independent sources 
who asked not to be identified told 
The Bulletin the Cooleys wanted to 
keep their Mexican wedding secret 
so Rosemary Herron could continue 
collecting veterans benefits. 


One of the sources said, “Wes 
and Rosemary were married in 
Mexico. The reason they were mar- 
ried out of the country is because 
Rosemary still was collecting sur- 
vivor's benefits from the death of 
her first husband. That's why she 
retained the name Herron.” 

Her first husband, Marine 
Capt. Perry Herron, died when his 
military jet crashed in 1965 in Cal- 
ifornia. She was collecting $194 a 
month when the benefits began 
and $897 a month when they end- 
ed, according to the Department of 
Veterans Affairs. 

Citing privacy laws, the depart- 
ment refused to say when benefits 
were terminated. However, benefit 
schedules show that the monthly 

ayment would not have reached 
897 a month until Dec. 1, 1993. 

On Friday, Cooley's office re- 
leased a brief statement that did 
not speak to specifies but denied 
any wrongdoing. Calls went unan- 
swered Saturday. 


Grants Pass Daily Courier/Timothy Bullard 
Wes and Rosemary Cooley: When, where were they married? 


Republicans press 


beleaguered Cooley 
for an explanation 


By Frank X. Fiedler 
and Michelle L. Klampe 
Bulletin Staff Writers 

Republicans are urging fellow 
Republican Wes Cooley to come for- 
ward with an explanation as the 
freshman congressman faces con- 
tinued allegations of fraud and de- 
ceit amid growing speculation that 
he could be re- 
placed on this 
years ballot. 

State Sen. 
Neil Bryant, R- 
Bend, said the 
Powell Butte Republican “needs to 
come forward and set the record 
straight as to whether or not he 
was married in Mexico.” Saturday, 
he told The Bulletin, “These are se- 
rious allegations and the public has 
a right to an explanation." 

Former state GOP chief Craig 
Berkman, reached in Washington, 
D.C., echoed that assessment. 

“Only Wes is in a position to 
come forward and put this behind 
him,” he said. “For the sake of his 
family and constituents, it’s better 
that it’s sooner rather than later.” 
| Berkman said Cooley owes his 
` constituents a “standard of integri- 
. ty, opennesss and consistency.” He 
` said, “I don't like to see people pub- 
licly humiliated, but he's got to 
deal with it one way or another.” 

While it is the congressman's 
wife who may have collected feder- 
al benefits illegally, Berkman said 
| it raises a question of “how much 
| he knew and when he knew it." 

"The two Republican leaders 
said Cooley would not have to re- 
sign his seat in Congress to bow 
out of his re-election bid. 

If he did so, they said, it would 
probably be after the May 21 pri- 
| mary, in which he is unopposed. 
That way, the party would have the 
right to name the replacement. 

If Cooley were to withdraw from 
the race prior to the primary, the 
person collecting the most write-in 
votes on the GOP side would be- 
come the GOP standard-bearer. 

If he actually resigned his seat, 
things would become considerably 
more complicated according to Ore- 
gon Elections Manager Scott Tighe. 


He said the process would depend 
in part on the date of resignation. 
Under one scenario, each of the 
parties would select a candidate to 
run in a special election. Under an- 
other, the candidates would be se- 
lected via a special primary. 
Oregon has been through the 
latter twice in recent months, first 
when U.S. Sen. 


Bob Packwood 


resigned, then 


when U.S. Rep. 


Ron Wyden was 
elected to re- 
place him, freeing a House seat. 

If a special election is necessary, 
the governor would determine 
when to hold it. That in turn would 
determine whether nominees were 
selected by the parties or voters. 

As for a possible replacement on 
the Nov. 5 ballot, Berkman men- 
tioned Cooley’s predecessor, Bob 
Smith. He also mentioned Bryant, 
House Speaker Bev Clarno, R- 
Bend, and state Sen. Greg Walden, 
R-Hood River. ` ' 

Bryant, running unopposed for 
re-election, said he considered a bid 
for Congress in 1993 but decided 
he'd rather stay in Oregon. "I still 
feel that way,” he said, citing his 
law practice in Bend and his com- 
mitment to the state Senate. 

Clarno, who is giving up her 
House seat and House speakership 
to run for state treasurer, could not 
be reached. Neither could Walden, 
a former state representative who 
was appointed to finish Cooley’s 
state Senate term when Cooley was 
elected to Congress. 

Almost forgotten in all this is 
Deschutes County District Attor- 
ney Mike Dugan, who faces a polit- 
ical unknown from Vale in a bid for 
the 2nd Congressional District's 
Democratic nomination. 

At his campaign kick-off Friday, 
he drew loud cheers when he 
promised to restore “honesty and 
integrity” to the office. 

When a reporter asked him to 
respond to the allegations against 
Cooley, Dugan said, “If it’s true, it 
reflects very poorly on the 2nd Con- 
gressional District. I just hope he 
can prove it’s not true.” 
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.. Cooley's ex-wife 
recounts tall tales 


PORTLAND (AP) — The ex- 
wife of U.S. Rep. Wes Cooley says 
the Oregon Republican has a long 
history of lying and boasted he was 
a government “hit man" who killed 
people with piano wire, a newspa- 
per reported today. 

The Oregonian quotes Beverly 
Charbonneau, Cooley's former wife 
of nearly 20 years, as saying Cooley 
also boasted at parties of having 
connections with a shadowy secret 
agency that "could make things 
happen to people." 

*But that's Wester," said Char- 
bonneau, who lives in Orange 
County, Calif. “He can't stop exag- 
gerating to make himself look more 
than he really is." 

Cooley's and Charbonneau's 
son, also named Wester, now 40 
and living in the Bend area, could 
not be reached for comment. Their 
daughter, Lisa, who lives in South- 
ern California and is in contact 
with her father, declined to be in- 
terviewed. 

The newspaper said that Coo- 
ley, 64, was given the names West- 
er Shadric by an aunt, Gladys 
Jeans, a former movie actress who 
said she made them up because she 
liked the sound of them. 

Cooley spent much of Friday 
making appearances in Medford. 
Attempts to reach him on Saturday 
were unsuccessful. 

His attorney, John DiLorenzo of 
Portland, declined to comment 
about specific details until he could 
discuss them with Cooley. 

The Oregonian reported today 
that Cooley claimed in 1979 in a 
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Wes Cooley spoke in Medford Friday, but not to reporters 


sworn deposition in California Su- 
perior Court to have a law degree 
and a master’s when he has only a 
bachelor’s from the University of 
Southern California. 

In interviews, relatives and for- 
mer associates described Cooley as 
a bully and manipulator who es- 
caped personal and career prob- 
lems in his native Los Angeles by 
moving to Central Oregon. 


Charbonneau disputed Cooley’s 
claims that he went to Korea or 
saw combat duty even though she 
confirmed he served in Special 
Forces and trained in demolition. 

“Wester never left U.S. soil,” she 
said. “I certainly would have 


known if he had.” 
Cooley’s aunt, Gladys, now 85 
and living in Hollywood Hills, Cf— 


Calif., defended Cooley, whath en 
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ne en 


| helped raise. “He's still a good boy. 
i Wester, he just didn't want to do 
wrong things.” 


| said Cooley had good qualities. 
^ — “Wester was never in trouble. 
He was always working," his ex- 


Tl have to say that.” 


stretching the.truth that first 
showed up in public in 1966, when 
Cooley ran for a seat on the Placen- 
' tia City Council. 

*We went to this candidates' fo- 
rum, and I about died of embar- 
rassment,” Charbonneau said. “He 
stood up there and said he had all 
these friends who were federal 
: agents and he had all this dirt on 
' the mayor and on a couple of the 
councilmen and he threatened to 


— 


Charbonneau and Meixsell also , | 


wife said. “He was a hard worker, . 


But she said he had a habit of ` 


| 


| expose them all. None of that, of | 


| course, was true.” 


, ` Placentia's weekly newspaper 


ran à story mentioning Cooley's 
' charges and strongly endorsed his 
opponents. In a five-way race for 


:5 percent of the vote. Cooley never 
again sought public office in Cali- 
| fornia. 
He spent 19 years in Southern 
_ California's pharmaceutical indus- 
‘try, including 12 at the Irvine- 
based ICN Pharmaceuticals Inc. In 
his Oregon campaign literature in 
:1992 and 1994, he claimed he 
helped found the company in 1967. 
However, records show ICN 
' Pharmaceuticals was incorporated 
‘in California in 1960 with no help 
' from Cooley. 


' two positions, he came in last with ` 


Cooley blames pride - 


| 


MEDFORD (AP) — Rep. Wes 


Cooley says his wife told people she ` 


, was married before they actually 


| wed because she was embarrassed. 


The date of their marriage, 
which Cooley has declined to re- 
veal, has become a key issue in.al- 


. legations that his wife, Rosemary, 


may have fraudulently collected 
vetèran's benefits. 
She received survivors benefits 


following the 1965. death of her 


first husband, a captain in the U.S. 
Marine Corps. Further collection is 
prohibited when the widow remar- 
ries or is living with a man as his 


| wife. 


Rosemary Cooley collected ben- 


| efits until 1994, U.S. Department of 


Veterans Affairs records indicate. 


' Friends of thé couple say they were 


married in December 1993 in Cali- 


| fornia, and Cooley has said all ben-. 
ii efits received in 1994 were re- 


ane 


turned. 
However, confusion has arisen 
due to reports from some people 
who attended the wedding that the 
ceremony was portrayed as a re- 
newal of vows first made in Mexico. 
Friday, Cooley for the first time | 
addressed the haziness regarding 
their wedding date. 
“Prior to 1993, Rosemary and . 
myself did cohabitate,” he said. 
“When people asked Rosemary, ‘Are 
you married? Many times she said 
yes. because she-was embarrassed... 
» “You have to understand how 
embarrassing it is for individuals 
to admit openly, when they have 
children and even. grandchildren, 
that they're not married. We are | 


. guilty of that. Dm nof trying to hide 


it. It was wrong.” 


- Cooley said he was preparing a | 
full public response. 
(Ex-wife speaks, Page B:5) 
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By The-Associated Press 

Statements by U.S. Rep. Wes 
Cooley and contradictions,as com- 
piled by The Oregonian and The 
Bulletin: f 

Education 

Cooley: “I have got a master’s 
degree, a bachelor’s of science and 
a law degree.” (1979 deposition) 

Cooley: “Phi Beta Kappa.” (1994 
Oregon Voters’ Pamphlet) 

The facts: He received a bache- 


.lor of science degree in marketing 


from the University of Southern 
California in 1958. He has no mas- 
ter's degree, no law degree, no Phi 
Beta Kappa honors. 
Oregon roots 

Cooléy: “Wes Cooley, a fourth- 
generation Oregonian.” “His par- 
ents were from Cottage Grove. ... 
Wes returned to Oregon in 1982.” 

The facts: Cooley was born in 
California in 1932. The first record 
of him in Oregon is 4 1985 property 


deed. He first registered to vote in 
Oregon in 1986 but renewed his 
California driver’s license in 1989. 
He did not obtain an Oregon driv- 
er's license until 1992. 

Military experience 

Cooley: “Army Special Forces, 
Korea.” (1994 Oregon Voters’ Pam- 
phlet) 

The facts: Cooley graduated 
from parachute training at Fort 
Benning, Ga., in April 1953, two 
months before the Korean War 
ended. His service record shows he 
was assigned to special forces but 
shows no record of foreign service. 

High school achievements 

Cooley: “As a boy Wes excelled 
at academics and athletics, partici- 
pating in football, track, water polo 
and swimming before graduating 
from high school in 1949.” (Cooley 
campaign material, 1994) 

The facts: Records at Leuzinger 
High School in Los Angeles show 


Cooley was enrolled there four 
years, graduating on June 16, 
1949. In the school’s yearbooks for 
all four years, Cooley appears in no 
photos of any athletic team, nor is 
he mentioned anywhere for aca- 
demic honors or as a member of the 
school’s honor society. 
. Marriage 

Cooley: “Wester S. Cooley and 
Rosemary Herron, husband and 
wife.” (Trust deed on Bend property 
purchased May 17, 1985) 

Cooley: “Spouse's name: Rose- 
mary.” (Deschutes County voter 
registration, Oct. 22, 1986) 

Cooley: “Wester S. Cooley and 
Rosemary Herron Cooley.” (Orange 
County, Calif., property deed, May 
28, 1993) 

Cooley: “Rosemary Herron Coo- 
ley and Wester Shadric Cooley, 
husband and wife.” (Riverside 
County, Calif., property deed, Nov. 
18, 1994) 


Campaign claims often at odds with facts — 


The facts: Unclear. Cooley has 
told friends and family members 
that he and Rosemary Herron mar- 
ried in the early 1980s in Cancun, 
Mexico. However, Cancun authori- 
ties say they find no record of such 
a marriage. Cooley’s attorney re- 
cently said the Cooleys were first 
married in Palm Springs, Calif. 
Friends have said that marriage — 
billed as a reaffirmation of vows — 
took place in December 1993. Wes 
and Rosemary Cooley took legal ac- 
tion to keep the date of the Palm 
Springs ceremony secret. 

. Career 

Cooley: “Recruited to start a 
pharmaceutical business called 
ICN.” (Oregon campaign brochures, 
1992, 1994) . 

The facts: ICN Pharmaceuticals 
Inc. was founded in California in ` 
ee Cooley joined the company in . 
1967, 
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By Bob Baum ` 
AP Staff Writer 

PORTLAND — U.S. Rep. Wes 
Cooley denied Monday that he and 
his wife wed in Mexico and kept it 
secret so she could continue to ob- 
tain Veterans Affairs benefits. 

“You can say that absolutely,” 
Cooley, R-Ore., said in an interview 
with The Associated Press pon 
boarding a flight to Washin, 

Cooley’s attorney, John , Di- 


: + Lorenzo, said the couple ered 


for the first and only time in Palm 
Springs, Calif., apparently in De- 
cember 1993. However, neither he 
nor the Cooleys have produced the 
records, which remain sealed at the 
Cooleys’ request. 

“We need some documentation 
and were getting that documenta- 
tion,” Cooley said. “Hopefully, by 
the end of the week we'll have a 
statement to make and we'll have a 
press conference.” 

« The éouple had lived together 
for several years and legal docu- 
ments show they had formally pre- 
sented themselves as husband and 
wife as early as 1985. If, as Cooley 
indicated, his wife was receiving 
benefits until the Palm Springs cer- 
emony, that could violate a VA rule 


that makes a spouse ineligible if 
she is living with another man and 
presenting herself as his wife. 

“We're looking into that issue,” 
DiLorenzo said, “but it's our opin- 
ion right now that the Cooleys 
broke no laws.” 


Cooley said he couldn't talk 


about details on the advice of his 
attorney. But he 
did say his’ wife, 
Rosemary, had 
told the VA in 
1993 that she was 
about to remarry 
and thus would no longer be eligi- 
ble for benefits she had received 
from the death of her first hus- 
band, a Marine-aviator. 

“She notified the VA before we 
were ever married that we were 
getting married,” he said. “Because 
she had automatic deposits, there 
were some checks mailed after the 
wedding date, but those were all 
returned immediately. That part, 
were dean 

In a sworn affidavit submitted 
to The Bulletin earlier this month, 
Cooley would say only that he and 
his wife were married before 1994. 

In a subsequent story, The Ore- 
gonian quoted close friends of the 


War record, 
new probes, 
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Cooleys as saying they attended j 


what was purported to be a renew- 
al of vows in Palm Springs in De- 
cember 1993. They said they had 
been told the Cooleys had married 
in Mexico about 10 years earlier. 
On Monday, Cooley still would 


not reveal when he and his wife: 


were married, but DiLorenzo said 
the California wedding was, in fact, 
the couple’s first. “The suggestions 
that Congressman Cooley and Mrs. 
Cooley were married in Mexico are 


false,” he said. 


However, the Cooleys identified 


themselves as a married couple as ' 


early as May 1985 on loan papers 
filed in Deschutes County. 


Wes Cooley also declared Rose- | 


mary as his spouse when. he filed a 
voter registration card in De- 
schutes County in October 1986. 


Providing false information on a | 
voter registration document is a | 


criminal offense. 


Cooley said that he met with | 
DiLorenzo for several hours Sun- | 


day and that the attorney had told 


him, “Nobody’s going to prosecute | 


you for this because you broke no 
laws, but public opinion is going to 
just eat you alive.” He declined to 
elaborate. 
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records of the U.S. Army Special . 
Forces unit in which Rep. Wes 


MEDFORD (AP) — Daily | 


| 


Cooley served in the 1950s con- | : 


tradict his claims that he was in 
combat during the Korean War, a 
newspaper reported today. 

The Mail Tribune newspaper | 
examined documents at a highly 
restricted National Archives 
warehouse in St. Louis, including 
‘daily attendance records known | 
as morning reports. 

The documents show the Ore- 
gon Republican didn’t finish : 
training at Fort Bragg, N.C., until 
Aug. 18, 1953, almost a month af. . 
ter the armistice ending hostili- 
ties in Korea was signed on July 
21, 1958. l 

A review of 1,500 pages of 
morning reports for the five Army ` 
units to which Cooley was as- 
signed contain no entry showing 
he ever left the United States, 

“I can guarantee you one 
thing: You didn’t move without it 
being annotated on a morning re- ' 


port,” said William Thayer, a re- | | 


tired chief of operations of the : 
Army’s military awards branch. 
“The morning report is the ` 
document that can be introduced 
into a judicial proceeding without 
any further substantiation or | 
challenge," said Thayer, who was 
a top investigator and has served 
as an expert witness in the Pen- | 
tagon's prosecution of people 
making fraudulent claims about 
their military service. l 
Thayer said even if Cooley | 


1 
H 
i 
: 
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. Was on a secret mission, his ab- | 


sence from Fort Bragg would | 
have been noted. | 

Records show Cooley was: 
drafted into the Army during the 
Korean War era and belonged to 
units under Fort Bragg's 10th 
Special Forces Group, which was 
training for covert military action 


| America, 1995-96, 


Pen nn e 0200 


. À small number of officers and | 
enlisted men from the 10th Spe- 


cial Forces Group went to Korea 
to help run partisan operations, ' 


according to military experts, 


But the records show Cooley | 
wasn’t part of that group, the: 


EP N 


Cooley claim 


newspaper said. | 

Campaigning for Congress in ; 
1994, Cooley claimed combat ex- : 
perience in campaign materials. : 
His claim of duty in Korea has | 
been repeated in several refer- 
ence books, including the.Al- | 
manac of American Politics, Poli- 
tics in America and Who’s Who in 


An entry in the 1994 Oregon 
Voters Pamphlet listed service in 
“Army Special Forces, Korea." 

Cooley has since said he spent 
only a few days in Korea and his 
latest entry in the voters’ guide 
has been changed to read, “U.S. 
Army, 1952-1954.” 
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Campaign statements about Cooley's Korean War service, as in this 1994 brochure, have been called inaccurate 


State, VA looking into allegations 


: By Jeff Nielson 


Bulletin-Staff Writer ] 
An investigation into whether 


| Rep. Wes Cooley lied about his 


military service in the Oregon 


` Voters Pamphlet.is continuing, 
: but state officials aren't sure if it 
` will be completed-before the May 
; 21 primary election. 


Meanwhile, the Department of 


| Veterans Affairs apparently plans 


tò look into reports that Cooley's 
wife may have fraudulently col- 
lected military benefits. 
Rosemary Cooley, as the wid- 
ow of a Marine Corps aviator 


' killed in 1965, continued to collect 


` death benefits until at least De- 
. cember 1993, even though the ` 


Cooleys presented themselves as 
married on several public docu- 
ments as early as 1985. 

Federal law prohibits a mili- 


tary widow from drawing benefits 
after she remarries or if she is liv- 
ing with a man as married. 

Terry Jemison, spokesman for 
the VA in Washington, D.C., 
would not say whether Cooley or 
his wife were the subjects of an 
investigation. 

“We would not confirm or deny 
an ongoing investigation,” he said. 
“The VA does not prosecute cases. 
If things were to advance to a 
more heightened state, it could go 
to the Justice Department where 
any actual fraud would be prose- 
cuted.” i ' 

However, Joe Williams, direc- 
tor of the VA's regional office in 
Portland, said, “The case has been 
transferred to Portland since Mr. 
Cooley's wife resides in Oregon." 

Scott Tighe, elections manager 


for the Oregon Secretary of , 


State’s Office, said the state attor- 
ney general's office still is investi- 
gating whether Cooley lied when 
he put a statement in the 1994 
voters’ pamphlet listing “Army 
Special Forces, Korea,” under oc- 
cupational background. 

Cooley deleted the information 
from the 1996 voters’ pamphlet 
and campaign literature. 

While Cooley did serve in the 
Army from 1952 through 1954, he 
never left the country, military 
records show. Shortly after the 
discrepancy surfaced in March, an 
anonymous voter signed a com- 
plaint asking state officials to in- 
vestigate. 

Knowingly providing false 
statements to the voter’s guide is 
a felony, punishable by up to five 
years’ in jail and a $100,000 fine. 
Both Rosemary Cooley’s possi- 


ble problems with the VA and 
Cooley’s embellishment of his mil- 
itary service haven’t gone unno- 
ticed in Washington, D.C. Ironi- 
cally, Cooley sits on the House , 
Veterans Affairs Committee, 
which oversees veterans programs 
and benefits. 

Committee Chairman Rep. 
Bob Stump, R-Arizona, “wants to 
talk to Mr. Cooley .about it and 
find out what the whole thing is 
about,” committee spokesman D. 
Mark Katz told a Medford Mail 
Tribune reporter. “Any sort of ` 
problem like this is of concern to 
the chairman." 

Katz said fraudulent receipt of 
veterans' benefits would be of spe- 
cial concern to Stump. But Katz 


stressed that at this point, there 


are only allegations of wrongdo- 
ing. 
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 


funny. The 2nd Congressional 

District Republican is no 
longer a joke. He’s a congressman ina 
serious ethical if not legal jam; he’s a 
congressman who must answer — an- 
swer quickiy and completely — the 
many troubling questions about 
whether he and his wife, Rosemary 


he Wes Cooley issue has gone 
| | well beyond the point of being 


' Herron Cooley, conspired to bilk the 


federal government out of veterans’ 


l: benefits. 


This is more than a matter of an 
swering a few questions before hop- 


" ping on a plane back to Washington, 
D.C. 


A padded résumé that tarted up his 
educational achievements and mili- 
tary record, the Cooleys’ failure to 
heed certain land-use and building- 
permit requirements, threats against - 


‘a pregnant reporter (The Oregonian's 


‘Rose Ellen O’Connor) who questioned 


` Cooley about an April Fool’s article 
! that he took seriously — these are 


funny and largely low-level flaps that 


- have made Cooley one of the great 


eyebrow raisers of Capitol Hill’s GOP 
freshman class. 

But there’s nothing funny about 
fraud, and he will have to come up 
with some pretty compelling answers 
to.show he hasn’t committed one form 


. of it or another. Cooley owes it to his 
, district constituents and the nation’s 


taxpayers to supply those answers in 
the next few days. 

We don't envy him his task. On 
Monday, ] he denied charges that he 
«and his wife were married in the mid- 


UnCooley 
Eastern Oregon lawmaker needs to answer questions 
about marriage and widows’ benefits to retain any credibility 


1980s. Cooley’s own actions over the 
years suggested otherwise. 


Walt Fulton, a friend, told The Ore- 
gonian that the Cooleys told him in 
1993 that they were married 10 years 
earlier. A story in The (Bend) Bulletin 
cites unnamed sources who say the 


,Marriage took place in Mexico so that 


Rosemary Cooley could continue 
claiming widows’ benefits. 


That raises the question of why 
Cooley’s wife, widowed in 1965 after 
her first husband’s military jet 
crashed, continued to receive widows’ 
benefits until maybe 1994. You can be 


fined and imprisoned for claiming vet- | 


erans’ benefits for which you're ineli- 
gible, and widows are ineligible if 
they remarry or live with a man as 
married. A member of the House Vet- 
erans’ Affairs Committee, which Cool- 
ey is, could look it up. 

On the other hand, if Cooley and his 
wife weren’t married, why did they 
say they were in official'documents in 
1985, 1986 and 1994? Providing false in- 
formation on a voter registration 
form, for starters, is a felony. 


If this were chess, Cooley’s dilemma | 


would be called check or checkmate. 


Which one it is — whether Cooley 
faces a temporary setback or a career- 
ending scandal — now depends on 


Cooley. His answers to the many ques- 


tions raised in this unfunny mess 
can’t come soon enough for anyone 
who cares about the 2nd Congression- 
al District and the public integrity of 
its representative in Congress. 


Unsigned editorials present the views of The Oregonian and are written by 
Robert J. Caldwell, editor of the editorial page, and Associate Editors 
Larry Hilderbrand, Wayne Thompson, Phil Cogswell, David Sarasohn, 
David Reinhard, Nanine Alexander and Jill Thompson. 

The Oregonian’s editorial cartoonist is Jack Ohman. 
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The Oregonian, Portland, OR 


There's no 
substitute for 
hard work. 


Wes Cooley, a fourth-generation Oregonian, is a 
rancher, farmer and business owner, He is also a State 
Senator representing large and small communities... 

As a young man, Wes served with Speolal Forces 
during the Korean War, Afterthe service, he earned an 
A.A. degree and then a B.S, degree in Business. 

With his education, Wes started a career in business 
spanning three decades, He - 
was recruited to help stat Fees Core 
LON., a pharmaceutical 
company. There, he served 
as Director of Drug 
Regulatory Affairs and as 
Vice President of their 
Viratek Division, He was 
responsible for divistons in 
Regulatory Affairs and 
Marketing world-wide 
before returning to Oregon 
|to pionéer his own 
business and a cattle ranch, 

Wes and Rosemary 
Cooley own and operate Rose Laboratorles, Ino, which 
supplies nutritional supplements to professional health 
care providers across the nation, The Cooleys have a 
cow-calf operation with about 100 head, produce about 
200 tons of alfalfa each year and managé a stand of 
j| timber, 

Elected to the State Senate in 1992, Wes Cooley 
serves as Vice-Chairman ofthe Water Policy Committee 
and isa member ofthe Human Resources and the Labor 
& Government Relations Committees, He also serves 
on the Joint Interim Committee of the Oregon Columbia 
River Task Force, . 

Wes and Rosemary have four children atid ten 
grabdchildren... so far, As our Congressnian, Wes 
Cooley will be pro-business and pro-family. 

As our Congressman, Wes Cooley will fight for 
Jour familles, our businesses, our jobs and the Oregon 
_| way of life, We need Wes Cooley in Congress, 


| 
h 
l 
! 


WES COOLEY FOR CONGRESS $ 


` - 


Let's start | 
regulating the 
government. 


Liberal politicians in Washington, D.C, want to 
regulate our land, regulate our businesses and regulate 
our families, Wes Cooley believes it's time we start 
regulating the government! 

Wes Cooley dodsn't want more government control 
of Oregon, Wes Cooley wants Oregonians to have more 
control over thelr government, He believes, 


"Oregon's problems aren't created by 
businesses, agriculture, forestry or families, 
Oregon's biggest problems are rising 

taxes, government waste and 
over-regulation," m Wes Cooley 


As a State Senator, Wes Cooley works hard to 
protect businesses, timber and mill workers, ranchers, 
farmers, miners and rutal landowners from more and 
bigger government. In 1993, he was one of only two 
state senators to receive a 100% rating by the Oregon 
Farm Bureau for his excellent voting record, 

As out Congressman, Wes Cooley will be a strong 
leader to return common sense and responsible spending 
to our federal government, In times likes these, we 
need: Wea Cooley working for us in Congress, 


M OREGON NEEDS WES COOLEY 


Common sense 
and the courage 
to speak out. 


Wes Cooley has spent much of the last decade 
working for common. sense solutions to the problems 
facing Oregon, He is a plain-spoken, rolf-up-your- 
sleeves leader who isn't afraid to speak out. 

Wes Cooley is a long-time member of the 
Cattlemen's Association and the Farm Bureau, He is 
also on the Board of Directors of 
Water for Life, 


Wes Cooley cares 
about our way of life. 
He will take common 
sense and our concerns 
to Washington, D.C. 
We need Wes Cooley 
as our Congressman. 


VOTEFORWES WM. 
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W The congressman says he first 
wed Rosemary Herron in 1993, and 
she returned any veterans henefits 
she received after that 


From staff and wire reports 


U.S. Rep. Wes Cooley on Monday de- 
nied that his wife improperly collected 
Veterans Affairs benefits after their 
marriage, and Cooley's lawyer said the 
pair first married in California in 1993. 

“We didn't do anything fraudulent. 
That will all come out," the freshman 
Republican congressman from Bend 

| told the Associated Press before board- 
ing a flight from Portland to Washing- 
ton, D.C., on Monday. 

The comments came in Cooley’s first 
public interview since last week, when 
news reports pointed to contradictory 
information about the timing of the 
congressman’s marriage and the mili- 
tary widow benefits his wife received 
as a result of a previous marriage. 

On Monday, Cooley did not say why 
he and Rosemary Herron listed each 


. Cooley denies wife 
did anything wrong 


other as spouses 
on official docu- 
ments as early as 
1985 or why he 
told friends and 
relatives that he 
and Herron were 
first married in 
Cancun, Mexico 
in the early 1980s. 


It may be a 
moot question as 
far as the Depart- 
ment of Veterans Affairs is concerned. 
VA officials have said it could be fraud 
if a married couple — or a couple pre- 
senting themselves as married — col- 
lected benefits intended for military 
widows. 

“We're looking into that issue," said 
John DiLorenzo, Cooley's Portland at- 
torney, "but it's our opinion right now 
that the Cooleys broke no laws." 

Agency records show Herron began 
collecting benefits after her first hus- 
band, a Marine captain, was killed in a 


COOLEY 


Please turn to 
COOLEY, Page B9 


| 
|(Indicate page, name of 

newspaper, city and state.) 

Pgs. B-1&B-9 

Ihe Oregonian, Portland, OR 


Date: 04/30/1996 


; Edition: 


ile Cooley denies wife did 
| anything wrong 

| Character: 
i or 


pr 
Rp 466-8 4ORG3 
' Classification: 


ZOT NE 
| Submitting Office: 
(ER Portland 


Indexing: 


Cooley: Friends 
Say ceremony was 
renewal of vows 


#Continued from Page B1 
plane crash in 1965. VA data indi- 
cate she did not stop receiving 
checks until sometime in 1994. 

While the Cooleys, citing privacy, 
took legal steps to keep the date of 
their California wedding secret, Di- 
Lorenzo said Wednesday that it took 
place in Palm Springs in December 
1993. 

Cooley said Rosemary Herron 
Cooley notified the VA before the 
ceremony. 

“She notified the VA before we 
were ever married that we were get- 
ting married,” he said, “and because 
she had automatic deposits, there 
were some checks mailed after the 
wedding date. But those were all re- 
turned immediately. That part, 
we're clean.” 

Close friends and family of the 
Cooleys said last week that they at- 
tended a December 1993 ceremony 
in Palm Springs that Cooley de- 
scribed as a renewal of vows. They 
said Cooley had told them the cou- 
ple had married in Cancun, Mexico 
about 10 years earlier. 

DiLorenzo on Wednesday denied 
such a wedding occurred. 

“The suggestions that Congress- 
man Cooley and Mrs. Cooley were 
married in Mexico are false,” he 
said. 

Cooley said he hoped to provide 
records that would clear the air. 

“We need some documentation 
and we're getting that documenta- 
tion,’ Cooley said. “Hopefully, by 
the end of the week we'll have a 
statement to make, and we'll have a 
press conference.” 

Cooley said he had no intention of 
dropping his bid for a second term 
from Oregon's 2nd Congressional 
District. He is unopposed in the Re- 
publican primary in the district, 
“ which covers all of Eastern and part 
of Southern Oregon. 


“I'm not going to pull out of this 
thing," he said. "I mean, why? If I 
was guilty of something, if I'd com- 
mitted something wrong, then 
maybe I'd take a look because I want 
this seat to remain Republican." 

He said he trusts the judgment of 
voters in the heavily Republican 
district. "I think I'm going to get a 
fair shake from them. I really be- 
lieve that,' Cooley said. "I think 
they will wait before judging me on 
the facts. You know, the press some- 
times gets into a feeding frenzy, if 
that's a good term for it, and I'm the 
bait right now." 

Recent questions about Cooley's 
marriage and his wife's VA benefits 
follow admissions by the congress- 
man that he made misstatements 
about his educational and military 
background. 

For example, in official voter pam- 
plets, Cooley listed service in “Spe- 
cial Forces, Korean War." Cooley 
later said he had only visited Korea 
for a few days on a training mission. 
The Oregon Elections Division is in- 
vestigating. 
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BOR ` By Dennis Cook, AP 
ing: Oregon papers have raised doubts about 
Rep. Wes Cooley's veracity on his marriage and his résumé. 


Congressman’s 
past questioned 


Oregon investigates discrepancies 


By Leslie Phillips — 
USATODAY ` 


A week ago, Rep. Wes Coo- 
ley was a freshman conserva- 
tive with a profile so low 
many colleagues didn’t know 
him. Today the Oregon Re- 
publican is under investiga- 
tion by state officials because 
of new and revived allega- 
tions about his truthfulness. 

The most sensational 

charge, reported by The 
(Portland) Oregonian and 
The (Bend) Bulletin: His wife, 
| Rosemary, collected survi- 
| vors’ benefits as the widow of 
a Marine captain until 1994. 
i At least as early as 1985, 
| though, the Cooleys said on 
| loan papers that they were 
| married. He listed her as his 
! spouse on a 1986 voter regis- 
tration card. 


Adding to the confusion: 
Friends say they understood 
the couple had wed in Mexico 
about 10 years before a 1993 
wedding vow renewal cere- 
mony in Palm Springs, Calif. 

Riverside County, which 
includes Palm Springs, has a 
Cooley marriage license on 
file, but the date was sealed at 
the couple's request. Cooley's 
lawyer, John DiLorenzo, says 
Cooley considers the place 
and date of his marriage 
"deeply, deeply personal." 
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If the former Rose 
Herron collected benefits af- 
ter she was married, or while 
the couple lived as husband 
and wife though unmarried, 
She could be charged with 
fraud, the Department of Vet- 
erans Affairs says. 

Cooley, 64, who is on the 
Veterans Affairs Committee, 
says through his lawyer that 
he and his wife have done 
nothing wrong. He declined 
an interview but is planning a 
news conference next week. 

Oregon newspapers have 
revived other questions: 

bin a 1992 run for the 
State Senate, the retired phar- 
maceutical executive's first 


! claimed: on official docu: 


' college with Phi Beta Kappa 
membership. Later, he said 
he confused the elite academ- 
ic honor with another society. 
p> In his 1994 bid to repre- 
sent central and eastern Ore- 
. gon in Congress, he listed his 
' military service on official 
documents as “Army Special 
Forces, Korea." Last summer 
he said he was a demolitions 
expert there. He has since 
said that he spent a few days 
in Korea but details were se- 
cret. The official description 
now reads “Army 1952-1954.” 
` Tuesday, the daily Mail 
Tribune of Medford reported 
that Army records show he 
didn't finish training at Fort 
Bragg, N.C, until almost a 
month after the war ended 
and didn’t leave the USA. 

Lying on a voter pamphlet 
is a felony in Oregon. The Or- 
egon secretary of state’s of- 
fice has turned the probe 
over to the attorney general. 

“He either has told the 
truth or he hasn't," says Craig 
Berkman, former Oregon 
GOP chairman. "There's not 
a lot of gray here. If he has 
any hope of salvaging his po- 
litical career, he has to come 
forward and tell the truth.” 

Mail Tribune Editor Bob 
Hunter says the paper has 
gotten mail from people who 
. Say, “I can't believe this fel- 
` low is still our congressman,” 

while others write, “It’s a real 
_- Shame that you people are re- 
sorting to yellow journalism 
to discredit this man.” 

Last week, the national 
GOP revised a campaign ad 
, airing in Portland on behalf 
` of Cooley and Rep. Jim Bunn, 
R-Ore. Now it just touts Bunn. 

Cooley could face a tough 
fight in November from 
Democratic State Attorney 
General Mike Dugan. 


li 


- 


, Contributing: Shannon 
I Tangonan 


political foray, Cooley 


| ments he had graduated from ^ 
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Cooley will respond to VA questions 


Wi The GOP representative will return to regulations. 


| 
: 


nered U.S. Senate 


A SMEAR Oregon within 112 weeks to address the “Right now, our position is that the Cooleys | 
CAMPAIGN? | benefits his wife received, his lawyer says have violated no laws,” DiLorenzo said Tuesday. | 
if Until now, nega- We expect that will continue to be our position, | 
| — tive campaign By ROSE ELLEN O'CONNOR and we will refine it as time progresses. — 
tactics have been of The Oregonian staff The Department of Veterans Affairs flap is the 
missing from Ore- | . Jatest in a series of developments involving state- | 
gon's mild-man- WASHINGTON — U.S. Rep. Wes Cooley will re- ments by the freshman Republican from Bend. | 
turn to Oregon late this week or next to publicly For example, Cooley previously admitted inflat- | 


answer questions about Veterans Affairs benefits 


ing his educational arid military records in offi- 
cial election statements. 


primary. But things been this week, 
Democrat Tom Bruggere’s campaign 
Office says the candidate is the target of a 
telephone smear effort. Anonymous 
callers allegedly are blasting Bruggere for 
raising college tuition and laying off hun- 
dreds of workers. Story on Page B4. 


his wife received, Cooley’s attorney said Tuesday. 
John DiLorenzo of Portland also said the Cool- 
eys have contacted the VA to try to determine 
whether they improperly collected payments 
granted to Rosemary Herron Cooley after her 
first husband died in the military. 
On Tuesday, DiLorenzo denied any wrongdoing 


Questions about Rosemary Cooley’s widow ben- 
efits involve a tangle of conflicting information 
about when the couple were married. Wes Cooley 
has told friends they were first married more 
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Cooley: His army units: never 
left United States, report says 


e RRS SE ERT Ta 


| MContinued from Page B1 
than a decade ago in Cancun, Mexi- 


| aS spouses on documents dating 
back to 1985. 
| Friends also have said a Decem- 
ber 1993 ceremony in Palm Springs, 
' Calif., was billed by the Cooleys as a 
| reaffirmation of their wedding 

| Vows, 
' Monday that the Cooleys’ first and 
only marriage was the Palm Springs 
« wedding. DiLorenzo and the Cooleys 
have refused to confirm the date of 
that ceremony. 

Federal regulations bar a military 


efits if she remarries or lives with 
' someone and presents herself “open- 
ly to the public as the spouse of such 
' other person.” 
DiLorenzo declined to say why the 
| Cooleys would list themselves as 
` husband and wife if they were not 
! married. 

“Until I've had a chance to look at 
the VA regulations in more detail, 


ao 


` eo, and the couple list one another - 


However, DiLorenzo said, 


| widow from collecting survivor ben- . 


I'm not prepared to give you an an- 
swereither way," DiLorenzo said. | 

Jon Wooditch, a spokesman for! 
the Veterans Affairs inspector gen-f 
eral’s office in Washington, DC. 
said he could not comment on spe- 
cific cases but generally the agency. 
would recommend prosecution in. 
cases where deliberate fraud was: 
suspected. 


Meanwhile, the Medford Mail! 
Tribune reported that a review of 
about 1,500 pages of reports for the’ 
five Army units to which Cooley! 
was assigned during the Korean 
War contain no entry showing he 
left the United States. 

While campaigning for the House . 
in 1994, Cooley claimed in his cam- : 
paign materials that he had combat , 
experience. His claim. of duty in 
Korea has been repeated in the AL, 
manac of American Politics and Pol- | 
itics in America. An entry in the Or- | 
egon Voters’ Pamphlet listed service | 

in “Army Special Forces, Korea.” | 
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, win a story in some Tuesday editions of The Oregonian, the Associated H 
' Press quoted Portland attorney John DiLorenzo as revealing the date that hist. 
` client, U.S. Rep. Wes Cooley, was married in Palm Springs, Calif. Friends of x. 

Cooley have said the wedding was in December 1993, but DiLorenzo and k 


| Cooley have declined to give a date. 
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GOP discusses replacing Cooley - 
B 


Bi Oregon Republican leaders, 
impatient for him to answer 
questions about his wife's VÀ 
benefits, consider possible options - 


By ROSE ELLEN O'CONNOR 
of The Oregonian staff 


Oregon Republican leaders are talk- 
ing about a potential replacement for 
U.S. Rep. Wes Cooley, R-Ore. 


The talk comes amid growing impa- 


tience that Cooley has not answered . 


questions about whether his wife im- 
properly received Veterans Affairs 
benefits. 

"Everywhere I go, people ask me 
about it," Oregon House Speaker Bev 
Clarno, R-Bend, said Wednesday. 
"There's been no response, no proof 
from Mr. Cooley about anything. My 
feeling is that he should have respond- 
ed last week — even the week before.” 

Cooley will respond to questions 
about the VA benefits late this week or 
late next week, according to his attor- 
ney, John DiLorenzo of Portland. 

Cooley has denied any wrongdoing 
and said he has no intention of drop- 
ping his re-election bid. 


The VA controversy came on top of 
admissions by Cooley that he made 
misstatements about his educational 
and .military background: in voters’ 
pamphlets. 

Clarno said that unless Cooley can 
quickly quell the rising tide of allega- 
tions, GOP leaders in Oregon and in 
Washington, D.C., will urge the fresh- 
man congressman from Eastern Ore- 
gon to leave the campaign. 


Clarno, a Bend rancher who is run- 
ning for state treasurer, said support- 
ers approached her this week about be- 
coming the Republican nominee for 
Cooley’s 2nd Congressional District 
seat, but she is deferring to state Sen. 
Greg Walden, R-Hood River. 


Clarno said Walden. told her this 
week that he is ready to step in. Wal- 
den, however, said it’s too early to say 
whether he will be a candidate. 

Other Oregon Republican leaders 
said any move to push Cooley off the 
re-election ballot may not be made 
until after the May 21 primary. That 
would allow the party.to appoint a re- 
placement to run_ in the November 
election. Cooley would remain in office 
until the end of the year. 


Publicly, the GOP is maintaining 


strong support for Cooley. However, 
House Speaker Newt Gingrich, R-Ga., 
will not campaign in Cooley’s district 
during an Oregon visit in mid-May. 

Craig Veith, a spokesman for the Na- 
tional Republican Congressional Com- ` 
mittee, said the trip has been planned 
for some time and that Gingrich could 
return later for Cooley. 

“Mr. Cooley is the Republican in- 
cumbent in that seat,” Veith said. “We 
support Republican incumbents.” 
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Cooley back in Oregon - 


Mi The lawmaker, who will 
dedicate a Medford weather 
office, says he isn’t ready to talk 


| about his wife's benefits 


| By ERIC GORSKI 


Correspondent, The Oregonian 


U.S. Rep. Wes Cooley returned to 
Oregon on Thursday but said he 


. wasn’t ready to respond to questions 


about Veterans Affairs benefits his 
Wife received. 


“Time is killing me. I know that. 
To get things out of agencies, it 
takes a long time," Cooley said at 
Portland International Airport. “It 
doesn't do me any good to come be- 


| fore the press and say, ‘I didn't do 


this or I didn’t do that,’ when you 
don't have documentation." 

The Republican lawmaker was in 
Portland en route to Medford, where 
he is scheduled to deliver the key- 
note speech today at thé dedication 
of a state-of-the-art National Weath-* 
er Service office. 

More than 100 federal, state and 
local officials were invited to the 
dedication ceremony at the newly 
renovated office near the Medford 
airport, chief Medford meteorologist 
Roger Williams-said. 

Williams said Cooley was invited 
two or three months ago and said 
Cooley’s office confirmed Thursday 


‘but mum on VA queries 


that he would appear. Cooley won't 
be on hand for a 9:15 a.m. news con- 
ference with weather service offi- 
cials, Williams said. 


Cooley’s Medford office on Thurs- 
day referred all questions about his 
itinerary to his Washington, D.C., 
spokesman, Dave Redmond, who 
didn’t return phone calls. 


Cooley’s attorney has said the 
congressman would respond late 
this week or late next week to ques- 
tions about whether his wife im- 
properly received VA benefits. 


Rosemary Herron Cooley received 
widow benefits after the 1965 death 
of her first husband, a Marine cap- 
tain. VA records indicate she re- 
ceived benefits until 1994. However, 
she and Cooley were listing each 
other as spouses on official docu- 
ments as early as 1985. Remarriage 
or presenting oneself as remarried 
are grounds for stopping benefits, 
according to the VA. 


Meteorologist Williams was taken , 


aback by all the attention. The mod- 
ernized Medford office includes new 
Doppler radar and eventually will 
have a new computer system serv- 
ing nine counties in Southern Ore- 
gon and Northern California. 

Said Williams: “All we’re irying 
to do is have a normal ceremony for 
an office.” 
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Embarrassment — 
about her status 
cited in VA case 


By ERIC GORSKI 


Correspondent, The Oregonian 


MEDFORD — U.S. Rep. Wes Cooley, 
R-Ore., said Friday that embarrass- 
ment led his longtime companion to 
present herself as his wife before they 
actually were married in 1993. 

The freshman Republican from Bend 
also promised to prove within two 


' weeks that his wife had not improper- 
: ly received Veterans Affairs benefits. 


“T have done nothing wrong, and we 
will prove that,” Cooley said. 

His comments came during a round 
of interviews at Medford television sta- 
tions Friday as he tried to repair an 
image bruised by recent reports of 
misstatements and questions about VA 
payments to Rosemary Herron Cooley. 

“When people asked Rosemary, ‘Are 
you married? many times she said 
‘yes’ because she was embarrassed,” 
Cooley said. 

The Cooleys’ relationship has be- 
come central to questions about the 
congressman, partly because he has of- 
fered conflicting accounts of when 
they were married and partly because 
his wife received Department of Veter- 


| ans Affairs benefits as an unmarried 


widow apparently as late as 1994. 
The Cooleys told friends they were 


| married in Cancun, Mexico, in the 
| early 1980s and listed themselves as 


married in legal documents as early as 


_____ (Mount Clipping in Space Below) 


Cooley: 
fibbed about 


re 
Wife 


On Friday, Cooley said they first 


` married in 1998, and Rosemary Cooley 


L 
| 


li 
l 


h 


notified the VA to stop the monthly 
checks she had received since her first 
husband died in a military plane crash 
in 1965. 

However, Rosemary Cooley could 
have received benefits improperly be- 
cause presenting oneself as remarried 
is grounds for stopping them, accord- 


i ing to the VA. 


Cooley said he has asked the VA to 
look.at the case. He said he would re- 
lease documents in the next 10 to 15 
days addressing the issue. 
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Cooley: Medford crowd - 
 greets him with applause 


WE Continued from Page C1 


*We will handle the accusations 
made toward me," Cooley said. 
“Just give me some time and give 
me some consideration." 

The congressman made a brief 
appearance Friday at a public dedi- 
cation ceremony, then agreed to 
speak to two Medford television 
stations on condition that their 
questions be limited. 

Cooley and his attorney, John Di- 
Lorenzo, have declined to talk to 
The Oregonian in recent days. 

Cooley said Thursday that DiLo- 
renzo has provided the VA copies 
of canceled checks showing his 
wife had returned checks the agen- 
cy sent to her after being notified 
of her remarriage. "My wife has 
never, ever accepted one penny 
from the VA since our marriage 
date," he said. 

He said other material was hand- 
ed over to the VA addressing 
whether his wife presented herself 
as married before the wedding. 


Cooley also addressed questions 


= —— 


about zoning and building permits 
on his ranch near Bend. Cooley de- 
nied any of his property was im- 
properly receiving a special tax 
break for agricultural use. 

He also said a manufactured 
home added to the property did 
have the necessary permits but 
that "there seems to be some ques- 
tion about the final inspection." 

A dedication ceremony for a 
modernized National Weather 
Service office near the Medford air- 
port was the setting for Cooley's 
sole public appearance Friday. At a 
parking lot draped with blue rib- 
bon, Cooley was met with applause 
and one booing heckler. 

*'Fess up, Wes!" shouted Roger 
Butterfield, who identified himself 
as a Medford real estate agent. 

Cooley ignored the man and 
pressed on, reading from a prepar- 
ed keynote speech that lasted three 
minutes. 

The congressman is scheduled to 
appear today in Klamath Falls at a 
gathering of the Oregon Federation 
of Republican Women. 


ANGELA CARA PANCRAZIO/The Oregonian 
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ANGELA CARA PANCRAZIO/The Oregonian 


U.S. Rep. Wes 
Cooley, R-Ore., 
helps dedicate a 
renovated Nation- 
al Weather Serv- 
ice office Friday 
in Medford, 
where he was 
mostly cheered. 
One exception 
was Roger But- 
terfleld, who 
yelled, “ 'Fess up, 
Wes!” 
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MAN INTERVIEW: He denies wrongdoing but 
admits loan papers falsely said he was married 


By ERIC GORSKI 


Correspondent, The Oregonian 


KLAMATH FALLS — U.S. Rep. Wes Cool- 
ey, R-Ore., acknowledged Saturday that he 
signed 1985 loan documents falsely stating 
he was married because he feared losing the 
loan. 

“We took it out under the name ‘Wester 
Cooley and Rosemary Herron, " Cooley 
said. "They typed in ‘husband and wife.’ 
When we saw that ... we said, 'Well, we 
won't say anything about it because maybe 
we won't get the loan if we do. We'll just let 
it go.'” 

Cooley’s comments were his first public 
acknowledgement that he has made false 
statements about his marital status. This 
has become key to questions about whether 


his wife might have improperly received 
Veterans Affairs benefits. 

Cooley discussed his marriage and his Ko- 
rean War record, another source of contro- 
versy, after he received a standing ovation 
during a noon speech to the board meeting 
of the Oregon Federation of Republican 
Women. 

In a swing through Southern Oregon Fri- 
day and Saturday, Cooley has sought to im- 
prove his image. 

In the interview, Cooley said he did not 
remember signing a 1986 voter registration 
card in which he listed himself as married. 

He said his wife might have misstated her 
marital status on a voter registration form 
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Interview: State 
looks into Korea claim 


Wi Continued from Page One 
because of embarrassment. 


Such action is illegal, but Cooley 
denied any intentional wrongdoing. 


"I think that was probably out of 
embarrassment more than anything 
else. Not even knowing that maybe 
it was against the law," he said. 


A 1985 trust deed for the couple's 
ranch near Bend lists them as hus- 
band and wife. Cooley said he 
signed the papers even though he 
knew the information was incorrect 
because he didn't want to jeopardize 
getting the loan. 

Knowingly signing loan docu- 
ments that contain incorrect infor- 
mation is illegal but is rarely prose- 
cuted as long as loan payments are 
being made. 


The legal documents and state- 
ments attributed to Cooley have cre- 
ated confusion about when the Cool- 
eys married. That, in turn, has 
prompted questions about VA bene- 
fits she received as a widow from a 
previous marriage until apparently 
as late as 1994. 


VA benefits are supposed to end if 
a widow remarries or presents her- 
self as remarried. 


Cooley said the couple married in 
1998 and notified the VA. He said he 
has asked the VA to look into the 
benefits question. 


He said he never told anyone they 
were married before 1993, and he 
never listed Rosemary as his spouse 
for tax or insurance purposes. 


Cooley on Saturday denied that he 
ever described the 1993 wedding as a 
“reaffirmation” of earlier vows. 


Friends and relatives have said 
Cooley had told them he and Herron 
were first married in Cancun, Mexi- 
co in the early 1980s. 


Cooley denied ever saying that. 
He said he would present affidavits 
from those who were at the ceremo- 
ny to back up his statements. 


Cooley said he also was attempt- 
ing to locate documents that would 
rebut reports suggesting that he 
never set foot in Korea. Cooley's 
statement in the 1994 Oregon Vot- 
ers' Pamphlet listed "Army Special 
Forces, Korea." But he later said he 
spent only a short time on a train- 
ing mission in Korea, and he re- 
moved any reference to Korean 
service from the 1996 Voters' Pam- 
phlet. 


On Saturday, the congressman in- 
sisted he had served there but said 
he couldn't remember how long he 
stayed. Cooley said he "never said 
anything that wasn't true" about his 
role in Korea. 

The Oregon secretary of state and 
attorney general’s office are investi- 
gating the claim in the 1994 Voters' 
Pamphlet. 


Meanwhile, Cooley's attorney on 


Saturday released a letter from the - 


Deschutes County Assessor's Office 
echoing Cooley's comments Friday 
that his Bend-area ranch was not in 
violation of its special agricultural 
assessment status. 


Cooley gets a tax break on most of 
his land in exchange for keeping it 


in agriculture. John J. Wurst, farm ` 
and forest appraiser for the county ' 


assessor's office, wrote in a May 3 
letter that the part of the property 
where Cooley's vitamin business is 
located was assessed at full market 
value and not receiving a tax break. 


At the GOP women's meeting, 
Cooley opened with some self- 
deprecating humor, making refer- 
ence to an April Fool's news story 
he took to be the real thing. 


"Not only did I make a fool out of 
myself ... but I was informed the 
same day the deed I had on the Gold- 
en Gate Bridge was not valid," he 
said. 


Broaching the subject of his mar- 
riage, Cooley's voice shook slightly, 
and he paused. Then he said his 
wife "never took a nickel" from the 
VA after their 1993 marriage. 


Cooley has said he will release | 


documents within two weeks to ad- 
dress that and other issues. 


"| know I’ve been criticized for 
being slow," Cooley said. "But I'd 
rather be slow with the media re- 
sponding than leave Washington 
and not be involved in what you 
sent me there for. 


“We have been very successful in 
Washington. We're not very digni- 
fied, we're not smooth, we're not 
Slick. We are hard-working." 


The congressman said he was the 
same man whom 2nd District voters 
sent to Congress in 1994, and he ap- 
pealed for patience. 

“I haven't changed any," he said. 
“Tve just been beat up a little bit. 
... We are getting documentation. 
This will all pass." 


Ee 


‘MA PROFILE: Family, career issues in California 
continue to haunt a would-be senator in Oregon 


By DOUG BATES 


of The Oregonian staff 


He once claimed, under oath, to hold a 
law degree and a master’s degree. 

He boasted at parties of having connec- 
tions with a shadowy secret agency that 
“could make things happen to people.” 

He told his first wife and others that he 
used to kill people with piano wire. 

But Wes Cooley never received a law de- 
gree or a master's degree. And few people 
who knew him in his previous life — long 
before he was an Oregon congressman or 
even an Oregon resident — have much faith 
that he is a former spy or assassin. 

“From Day One of our years together, if 
something cost $500, and we were talking 
about it in a crowd, he'd say it cost $5,000,” 


says Beverly Charbonneau, Cooley’s first 
wife of nearly two decades. 

Charbonneau and others from Wester 
Shadric Cooley's California era — the first 
50 years of his life — express no surprise 
that the first-term Republican House mem- 
ber finds himself in a tangle of his own con- 
flicting statements. Relatives and former as-* 
sociates describe Cooley, 64, as a bully and 
manipulator who escaped a clutter of per- 
sonal and career problems in Southern Cali- 
fornia by moving 1,000 miles away to Bend. 

But even in Oregon, he has recited a lita- 
ny of statements that have not held up 
under scrutiny — his claims of residence in 
the Central Oregon district from which he 
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Wes Cooley, who went on to become a successful motorcycle racer, grew up in a working-class section of Los An- 
geles with three hajf-siblings. His aunt, Gladys Jeans, says his family situation was difficult. 


Cooley: Half-brother scoffs at boasts 
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was first elected to the state Senate, 

of combat duty in Korea and of Phi 

Beta Kappa honors in college. 

Cooley and his attorney, John Di- 

Lorenzo of Portland, did not respond 
to requests for interviews for this 
story. In the past, Cooley has denied 
wrongdoing or said he made unin- 
tentional misstatements. Now, as 
questions about Cooley’s second 
marriage and his wife’s receipt of 
Department of Veterans Affairs ben- 
efits surface, the congressman has 
promised to produce documents that 
show his innocence within two 
weeks. 
_ The 1992 Oregon Voters’ Pamphlet 
is not the first public record on 
which he exaggerated his academic 
achievements. In 1979, in a sworn 
deposition on file in California Su- 
perior Court, he claimed to have ad- 
vanced degrees, 

Available records don’t back that 
up. According to Charbonneau, who 
was married to him during his col- 
lege years and worked to help pay 
his way through, Cooley received 
only a bachelor’s degree from the 
University of Southern California. 

“But that’s Wester,” says Char- 
bonneau, who lives in Orange Coun- 
ty, Calif., and works as an adminis- 
trative assistant at a Fullerton 
medical center. “He can’t stop exag- 
gerating to make himself look like 
more than he really is.” 

A former spouse, still battling 
over assets two decades after a di- 
vorce, is bound to be bitter. But oth- 
ers — including Ron Meixsell, who 
grew up with the half-brother he 
calls “Wester” — lend support to 
her claims. Charbonneau and Meix- 
sell are among those who scoff at 
Cooley’s past boasts of being a se- 
cret agent or government hit man. 

“I don't understand why he does 
it,” Meixsell says. 


N 


Cooley's Aunt Gladys came up 
with his name. With theatrical flair, 
she made up the “Wester” and the 
"Shadric" and put them together, 
she says, because she liked the 
sound of it. 

“That little Wester, he was a won- 
derful boy,” says Gladys Jeans, now 
85. She still lives in the Hollywood 
Hills bungalow she built with 
money saved from her short-lived 
movie career. “He's still a good boy. 
Wester, he just didn’t want to do 
wrong things.” 

Jeans, who never married or had 
children, loomed large in Cooley’s 
childhood. 

“My sister, Bernita, had a tough 
time of it," Jeans recalls. "She di- 
vorced her first husband shortly 
after Wester was born in Los An- 
geles, and then she had a second 
husband who wasn't too good. He 
was handsome, but he was a 
drunk." 

Bernita and her second husband, 
Hollywood painting contractor 
Roger Meixsell, both no longer liv- 
ing, settled in a modest wood-frame 
house on Hawthorne Boulevard in a 
working-class neighborhood of 
southwest Los Angeles. There, they 


had three children — Ronald, Dar- 
lene and Nena, all half-siblings to 
Wester. 

When his mother’s second mar- 
riage began to unravel, Jeans says, 
his stepfather’s drinking worsened. 
To get Wester out of the violent 
home, Jeans paid to enroll him for 
two years in a private military acad- 
emy at ages 9 and 10. 

“That boy learned beautiful man- 
ners there at that school,” Jeans 
says. “He knew how to put a chair 
underneath himself. He could look 
anybody in the eye — quite a little 
man.” 


o 


Ronald Meixsell, six years youn- 
ger than his half-brother, says phys- 
ical intimidation within the family 
was Cooley’s forte. 

“I came home one time and found 
Mom crying again as she and West- 
er came out of the bedroom,” he re- 
calls. “When I asked what was going 
on, Wester threatened me — that 
was his standard response — and 
this time I challenged him. I was a 
«bigger boy by then and ready.” 

Meixsell’s sisters were much 
younger and don’t remember Cooley 
nearly as vividly as Ronald does. All 
agree there were plenty of positive 
things about their half-brother. He 
was hard-working, responsible and 
fastidious about his personal groom- 
ing and attire. 

“Wester was neat, and he was 
clean,” Meixsell says. “I liked that, 
and in some ways I wanted to be 
like him.” 

But Meixsell, now 58 and living in 
Laguna Hills, Calif., mostly remem- 
bers the pain of his relationship 
with Cooley. 

“Once, after I was 6-foot-4 and 
weighed about 235, there was a guy 
who was threatening Wester in 
some way, and he got me to go beat 
this guy up,” Meixsell says. “He 


A. me, and I regret that.” 

Years later, in 1977, when Meixsell 
was a labor union representative in 
the Los Angeles area, he nearly died 
one night in a shooting on the 
street. The case was never solved. 
The injuries left Meixsell a paraple- 
gic. 

“Wester never came to the hospi- 
tal, and that hurt,” Meixsell says. 
“A year or two later, at his daugh- 
ter’s wedding, he bent over my 
wheelchair and said, ‘How are you 
doing, Ron?” And that was it. Those 
were the last words he has spoken to 
me in 17 years.” 


a 


Beverly Charbonneau has a direct 
way of describing her ex-husband: 
"He has no conscience." 

She and Wes Cooley began their 
stormy relationship during Ameri- 
ca's last modern Age of Innocence, 
when she was known as Beverly 
Gottfred, a stereotypical California 
girl of the '50s — tan, trim and blond 
-~ and he was the quintessential car 
boy — tall, cool and lean. Their eyes 
first met while she was sipping cof- 
fee at an L.A. drive-in, and he was 
stepping out of a gleaming 1951 Lin- 
coln. 

“Both of us were 19, just three 
months apart,” she recalls. “To this 
day, I remain mystified by what at- 
tracted me to him.” 

She found Cooley exquisitely 
aloof, with a mild hint of menace in 
his half-lidded gaze. They began a 
five-year courtship, and he went 
into the Army. He ended up in spe- 
cial forces and trained in demoli- 
tion. Cooley says he was in Korea 
for training, but Charbonneau says 
he never did. 

“Wester never left U.S. soil,” she 
says. “I certainly would have known 
if he had.” 

They married soon after his dis- 
charge, and she worked at Alcoa as 


a secretary while he went to college. 
They had an infant son, also named 
Wester, and lived with Cooley's 
mother and siblings until he gradu- 
ated from USC, got his first job at a 
pharmaceutical company and 
bought a modest home in Placentia, 
Calif. 

"Wester was never in trouble. He 
was always working," his ex-wife 
says. "He was a hard worker, I'll 
have to say that." 

But she says she soon realized her 
young husband had an explosive 
temper, a wandering eye and a habit 
of embellishment. 

That habit showed up in a highly 
public way in 1966, when Cooley ran 
for a seat on the Placentia City 
Council. 

"We went to this candidates’ 
forum, and I about died of embar- 
rassment," Charbonneau says. “He 
stood up there and said he had all 
these friends who were federal 
agents, and he had all this dirt on 
the mayor and on a couple of the 
councilmen, and he threatened to 
expose them all. None of that, of 
course, was true." 

Placentia's weekly newspaper ran 
a story mentioning Cooley's charges 
and strongly endorsed his oppo- 
nents. In a five-way race for two po- 
sitions, he came in last with 5 per- 
cent of the vote. Cooley never again 
sought public office in California. 
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He and Beverly had a second 
child, Lisa, by that time. Cooley 
went to work for Allergan Pharma- 
ceuticals, where he became ac- 
quainted with a younger co-worker 
named Rosemary Herron, who 
would become his second wife. 

Ronald Meixsell says he learned of 
their affair one day when he visited 
Wester in the hospital after minor 
surgery. 

“I went to see him in his hospital 
room, and there was an attractive 
gal there,” Meixsell recalls. “He in- 
troduced her to me, and then Bever- 
ly came in.” 

Meixsell says Cooley whispered to 
him to pretend the other woman, 
named Rosemary, was Meixsell's 
girlfriend. ` 

“I had no idea what was going on, 
but I played along.” 

Meixsell and Herron left together, 
he says, and they talked. 

“She asked a lot of questions 
about Wes and said she was in love 
with him, and they were lovers. I 
didn't know he had a girlfriend on 
the side. And she was still married, 
too, to a guy in the Marines. It put 
me in a hell of a spot — manipulated 
again.” 

Beverly Charbonneau says she 
discovered Cooley had other girl- 
friends during the marriage, which 
stumbled to a messy end in 1975. 

“On the day I served the divorce 
papers, he erupted and threatened 
to bash my head in,” she says. 

Charbonneau says she reported 

the threats to the Placentia police. 
She says they came to the Cooleys’ 
home and took a tire iron away 
from her raging husband, but no re- 
cord of the incident — or any other 
domestic disputes that long ago — 
remains in city files. 
f “He never hit me or the kids dur- 
ing our nearly 20 years of mar- 
riage,” Charbonneau says. “What he 
did, though, was threaten us, and at 
that he was very convincing.” 
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During the years that his mar- 
riage was coming apart, Wester 
Cooley advanced his career as a 
globe-trotting pharmaceutical exec- 
utive and achieved respect in a to- 
tally different competitive arena: 
motorcycle racing. . 

In the '60s, he became active in 
promoting the sport, and he helped 
his son, Wester Steven Cooley, begin 
a racing career that led to interna- 
tional renown. 


m fornia mansion. 


Cooley: Job claim appears inflated 


This photo shows Wes Cooley and 
his first wife, Beverly, at their wed- 
ding in 1956. They divorced in 1975 
after having two childen. 


"To my mind, Wester (the father) 
is responsible for the fine quality of 
motorcycle racing in this country 
today," says Cooley's longtime 
friend, Walt Fulton, 78, of Covina, 
Calif. “Wester had been to Europe 
and had picked up a lot of their 
ideas, which he brought to this 
country. 


"I've never seen Wester Cooley in 
defeat," Fulton says. "He was al 
ways a winner, a good, clean sports- 
man. And he was a very involved fa- 
ther with his son." 


After the younger Wester Cooley 
was nearly killed in an accident in 
1985, the Cooleys stopped racing. 
Neither is involved in it today, Ful- 
ton says. 

Cooley's son, now 40 and living in 
the Bend area, could not be reached 
for comment on his relationship 
with his father. It's been a stormy 
one, however, according to Charbon- 
neau. Their daughter, Lisa, who 
lives in Southern California and is 
in contact with her father, declined 
to be interviewed for this story. 


Cooley spent 12 of his 19 years in 
Southern California's pharmaceuti- 
cal industry at the Irvine-based ICN 
Pharmaceuticals Inc. He worked on 
regulatory matters, especially over- 
seas licensing of ICN products. 

Cooley painted himself as a high- 
flying executive while at ICN. Char- 
bonneau has clippings from two 
magazines describing her first hus- 
band as a “millionaire pharmaceuti- 
cal executive” who lived in a Cali- 


He never hit me or the kids 
during our nearly 20 years 
of marriage. What he did, 
though, was threaten us, 
and at that he was very 
convincing. 

Beverly Charbonneau 


His Oregon campaign literature in 
1992 and 1994 says he was "recruited 
to start a pharmaceutical business 
called ICN" in 1967. 

However, the record shows that 
ICN Pharmaceuticals Inc. was incor- 
porated in California in 1960, seven 
years before, with no help from 
Cooley. 

As for wealth, he did receive an 
attractive stock option upon joining 
the company. But the stock did 
poorly during much of that period, 
and Cooley did not become wealthy 
on the $22,000 annual salary he re- 
ported in documents on file in the 
divorce case. 


"We had a nice, comfortable 
home, but a mansion? Give me a 
break," Charbonneau says. "We 
paid $26,800 for it." 

By the time he gave his financial 
deposition in the divorce in 1979, 
Cooley was claiming to be broke. 

Court documents also show Cool- 
ey was consistently in arrears on 
child support he was ordered to pay 
after the divorce, and Charbonneau 
fought bitterly for years to get him 
to settle up. 

In the 1979 property settlement, a 
California judge ordered Cooley to 
pay Charbonneau more than $27,000. 
For years, he escaped liens or gar- 


nishments because he had no wages 
to be attached, and only Rosemary 
Herron's name was on the property 
they moved to in Central Oregon. 

Now that Cooley, who moved to 
Oregon in the early 1980s, is mar- 
ried to Herron and receiving pay as 
a House member, Charbonneau is 
moving to renew her claim, which 
has ballooned to more than $80,000 
through accumulating interest. 

The circumstances of Cooley's de- 
parture from ICN, which led to his 
becoming a vitamin repackager and 
politician with a ranch in Central 
Oregon, remain unclear. 

Company officials refuse to go be- 
yond the terse statement that "Mr. 
Cooley’s employment with ICN 
Pharmaceuticals Inc. terminated on 
Jupe 1, 1979.” 

Talk of his termination continues 
to circulate in the Irvine-based com- 
pany, and it centers on an apparent 
falling-out between Cooley and 
Milan Panic, the company's founder 
and controversial top executive. 
Panic (pronounced PAHN-ich) has 
been in headlines for years because 
of a string of federal investigations, 
corporate scandals, sexual harass- 
ment lawsuits and his short-lived re- 
turn to his homeland in 1992-93 as 
Yugoslavian prime minister. 

Several ICN sources contacted by 
The Oregonian mentioned fear of re- 
prisal by Panic or by Cooley, often 
described as Panic's bureaucratic 
“hit man” before his departure. 

“Frankly,” says one former Cool- 
ey colleague at ICN, “despite all his 
bluster, the man scares me. And 
now he's in Congress. Wonderful. 


Charles Bronson goes to Washing:-' 


ton.” 


Rose Ellen O’Connor and Brent 
Walth of The Oregonian staff con- 
tributed to this report. 

Doug Bates covers news of Central 
Oregon. He can be reached by phone 
at 541-593-7457, by fax at 541-593-5324 
or by mail at P.O. Box 3262, Sunriv- 
er, Ore. 97707. f 


T he Republican congressman from 
Oregon’s 2nd District has left a trail of 
misstatements over the years. Some 
key examples: 


EDUCATION 


i Cooley: “! have got a master's de- 
gree, a bachelor’s of science and a 
law degree.” (1979 deposition) 


Wi Cooley: “Phi Beta Kappa." (1994 
Oregon Voters’ Pamphlet) 


Ii The facts: He received a bachelor of 
science degree in marketing from the 
University of Southern California in 
1958. He has no master's degree, no 
law degree, no Phi Beta Kappa hon- 
ors. 


MILITARY EXPERIENCE 


W Cooley: “Army Special Forces, 
Korea.” (1994 Oregon Voters’ Pam- 
phlet) 


Wi The facts: Cooley graduated from 
parachute training at Fort Benning, 
Ga., in April 1953, two months before 
the Korean War ended. His service re- 
cord shows he was assigned to spe- 
cial forces but shows no record of 
foreign service. 


HIGH SCHOOL 


Mi Cooley: “As a boy Wes excelled at 
academics and athletics, participating 
in football, track, water polo and 
swimming before graduating from 
high school in 1949.” (Cooley cam- 
paign material, 1994) 


ili The facts: Records at Leuzinger 
High School in Los Angeles show 
Cooley was enrolled there four years, 
graduating on June 16, 1949. in the 
school’s yearbooks for all four years, 
Cooley appears in no photos of any 
athletic team, nor is he mentioned 
anywhere for academic honors or as a 
member of the school's Honor Socie- 


ly. 
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MARRIAGE 


Wi Cooley: “Wester S. Cooley and 
Rosemary Herron, husband and 
wife." (Trust deed on Bend property 
purchased May 17, 1985) 


W Cooley: “Spouse’s name: Rose- 
mary." (Deschutes County voter reg- 
istration, Oct. 22, 1986) 


Wi Cooley: “Wester S. Cooley and 
Rosemary Herron Cooley.” (Orange 
County, Calif., property deed, May 28, 
1993) 


m Cooley: "Rosemary Herron Cooley 
and Wester Shadric Cooley, husband 
and wife.” (Riverside County, Calif., 
property deed, Nov. 18, 1994) 


ili The facts: They are unclear. Cooley 
has told friends and family members 
that he and Rosemary Herron married 
in the early 1980s in Cancun, Mexico. 
However, Cancun authorities say they 
find no record of such a marriage. 
Cooley said Saturday that he and 
Rosemary Cooley were first married 
in 1993. He said he did not remember 
listing Rosemary Cooley as his 
spouse on the voter registration form 
and that she may have listed him as 
her spouse because she was embar- 
rassed that they were unmarried. 
Cooley said they signed 1985 loan 
documents that listed them as 
spouses because they were afraid of 
losing the loan. 


OREGON ROOTS 


Mi Cooley: “His parents were from 
Cottage Grove. ... Wes returned to 
Oregon in 1982." 


ii The facts: Cooley was born in Cali- 
fornia in 1932. The first record of him 
in Oregon is a 1985 property deed. He 
first registered to vote in Oregon in 
1986 but renewed his California driv- 
er's license in 1989. He did not obtain 
an Oregon driver's license until 1992. 


CAREER PATH 


Wi Cooley: “Recruited to start a phar- 
maceutical business called ICN." (Or- 
egon campaign brochures, 1992, 
1994) 


Mi The facts: ICN Pharmaceuticals Inc. 
was founded in California in 1960. 
Cooley joined the company in 1967. 


— Doug Bates and Dee Lane 


U.S. Rep. Wester Shadric Cooley, R- 
Ore. 


W Age: 64 


W Family: Cooley and his wife, Rose- 
mary Herron Cooley, live on a ranch 
about 15 miles east of Bend. Each has 
two children from a previous mar- 
riage. 


Æ Political career: Elected to the Ore- 
gon Senate in November 1992. Elect- 
ed to the U.S. House from Oregon's 
2nd District in November 1994. 
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| Cooley 
. admits 
to lie 


KLAMATH FALLS (AP) — U.S. 
Rep. Wes Cooley has admitted he 
falsely said he was married on a 
1985 loan document, and has apol- 
ogized for living with Rosemary 
Herron before she became his wife. 

“Sometimes we do things in life 
we're not very proud of and we ra- 
tionalize to ourselves, not knowing 
what harm could come to others. ... 
I'm sorry,” Cooley told the Oregon 
Federation of Republican Women 
over the weekend. 

He received a standing ovation 
at the end of his speech, which 
mostly centered on political issues 
but occasionally touched upon the 
controversy the freshman Republi- 
can is facing on the subject of 
truthfulness. 

At the heart of the controversy 
are Department of Veterans Af- 
fairs benefits his wife received 
from the death of her previous 
husband, a U.S. Marine Corps cap- 
tain killed in a 1965 plane crash. 

Cooley, who represents the vast 
2nd Congressional District, said in 
an interview that he signed the 
document because he was afraid 
he and Rosemary Herron would 
not get the loan for the couple’s 
ranch near Bend. 

“We took it out under the name 
‘Wester Cooley and Rosemary Her- 
ron, ” Cooley said. “They typed in 
‘husband and wife. When we saw 
that ... we said, ‘Well, we won't say 
anything about it because maybe 
we won't get the loan if we do. 
We'll just let it go.” 

Knowingly signing loan docu- 
ments that contain incorrect infor- 
mation is illegal but rarely is pros- 
ecuted as long as loan payments 
are being made. 

Cooley also said his wife “never 
took a nickel” from the Depart- 
ment of Veterans Affairs after 
their marriage. Cooley had de- 
clined to say when he was married, 
citing unspecified personal rea- 
sons. 


But he told Medford television 
reporters on Friday that the wed- 
ding occurred in 1993. 

Cooley said last week that he 
has asked the VA to investigate his 
case. The central issue is whether 
Rosemary Cooley improperly re- 
ceived VÀ benefits before the cou- 
ple's marriage but after they had 
presented themselves as husband 
and wife. 

Acquaintances have said the 
Cooleys lived together for as long 
as 17 years before their marriage. 

Meanwhile, Cooley’s attorney, 
John DiLorenzo of Portland, has 
released a letter from the De- 
schutes County Assessor’s Office 
supporting Cooley’s comments on 
Friday that his Bend-area ranch 
was not in violation of its special 
agricultural assessment status. 

Cooley gets a tax break on most 
of his land in exchange for keeping 
it in agriculture. 

John J. Wurst, farm and forest 
appraiser for the county assessor's 
office, wrote in a May 3 letter that 
the part of the property where 
Cooley’s vitamin business is locat- 
ed was assessed at full market val- 
ue and not receiving a tax break. 
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ep. Wes Cooley, R-Ore., is hurtling 

down the slippery slope toward po- 

litical disaster. He might yet be 

able to brake himself, but so far 
he’s following the classic run of many a dis- 
graced politician. 

Right now, Cooley looks to be about half- 
way down and moving quickly. He has 
passed the point of sim- 
ple explanation, hit the 
chute of escalating 
charges and headed to- 
ward the make-or- 
break definitive state- 
ment. 

Along the way, signs 
have appeared that 
things aren’t going re- 
ally well for Cooley. 
Not only are Republi- 
cans openly worried 
about losing his seat, 
but prospective candidates are emerging to 
take his place should he drop out of the race 
for re-election. 

It’s uncanny how so many political col- 
lapses follow the same pattern: It starts with 
a niggling embarrassment or charge, esca- 
lates with mishandling and then moves out 
of control as unrelated accusations emerge. 
The dazed politician loses control, respond- 
ing, if at all, to the charge before the last 
one. 

But there’s a pattern, too, to the political 
recovery. For every plummet from grace 
there have been numerous recoveries. Vot- 
ers can be more charitable than either the 
media or the political establishment. 

But to Cooley? 

A niggling little misdemeanor or technical 
violation of the rules is one thing. You can 
admit a mistake, learn your lesson, beg for- 
giveness and move on. But being perceived 
as a chronic liar, even about whether you 


are married and a war veteran, is something 
else. It’s tricky to explain something away 
when you're already established as not 
being believable. 

Monday's allegation that he claimed a 
hired hand as a dependent instead of an em- 
ployee only adds to Cooley’s political prob- 
lems. Add that to his three other big politi- 
cal problems: allegations that he 
misrepresented himself as a Korean War 
veteran, claimed that he was married when 
he wasn’t and that Rosemary Cooley col- 
lected veterans’ widow’s benefits after she 
and Cooley were living together. 

Other questions have been raised about 
his credibility and personal and business 
dealings. 

Cooley’s problems are worse because he 
hasn’t stored up any sizable reservoir of 
good will during his brief political career. 
He won the Republican primary two years 
ago with less than 23 percent of the vote ina 
seven-person field. Much of the timber in- 
dustry, which you would expect to be a natu- 
ral ally of a rural Western Republican, sup- 
ported his Democratic opponent in the 1994 
general election. And he has irritated many 
lobbyists and other visitors to his office by 
delivering little lectures rather than listen- 
ing to their concerns. 

In other words, he's pretty much on his 
own as he heads toward the day when he 
must explain himself. 

So, how will that day go? 

Cooley's limited discussion to date hasn't 
looked very helpful. Over the weekend, he 
admitted to falsely saying on a 1985 loan doc- 
ument that he was married. And he said 
he's trying to find documents confirming he 
was on a training mission to Korea. He also 
said his wife never improperly took veter- 
ans' benefits after they were married. 

Why did they misrepresent their marital 
state? Cooley gave two answers to that one: 
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that his “wife” was embarrassed and that, 
as for the loan document, he was afraid they 
wouldn't get the loan if they weren't mar- 
ried. That latter reason seems to take the 
matter from a mere lapse to purposeful falsi- 
fication. 

There remains the obvious question of 
why they didn't get married earlier. The 
presumptive answer is that they didn't want 
to cut off those veterans' benefits. As a start 
. on that matter, Cooley needs exoneration 
from the veterans' department. 

Whatever the official resolution, the Cool- 
eys apparently wanted to be married when 
it was convenient for getting a loan or satis- 
fying the social norms but not when it came 
to those veterans' benefits. That's a desire 
people are more likely to understand than 
admire, and it will be fascinating to hear 
Cooley spin it out. 

Cooley's Korean War experience, how- 
ever, becomes less fascinating as time goes 
on. It started with talk of experiences too se- 
cret to talk about and has deteriorated to 
claims of a brief visit. Unless he can docu- 
ment service in Korea that nobody else has 
found a record of and that his former wife 
says never happened, Cooley has another 
seemingly inexplicable conflict — and it 
wasn't north of the 38th parallel. If, as is 
generally presumed, being a veteran is a po- 
litical benefit, lying about being a veteran is 
bound to be a liability. 

Sometimes, Cooley told a gathering of Re- 
publican women, “we do things in life we're 
not very proud of, and we rationalize to our- 
selves, not knowing what harm could come 
toothers... I'm sorry." 

Well he might be. This time the harm 
might be coming to Wes Cooley himself. 


Phil Cogswell is deputy editorial page edi- 
tor of The Oregonian. He may be reached at 
(503) 221-8519 or by mail at 1320 S.W. Broad- 
way, Portland 97201. 
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E The GOP By ROSE ELLEN O'CONNOR, 34, like a son, not an employee. However, 
congressman BRENT WALTH and ERIC GORSKI Jensen and others familiar with the situa- 
nfirms he paid °°" "2 Oregonian staff tion said Jensen worked there as an em- 
co d S ne pa ployee, which could mean Cooley violated 
the live-in ranch U.S. Rep. Wes Cooley paid a man who tax and wage laws. 
employee no worked at his ranch and vitamin company  Jensen’s account of his time at Cooley's 
wages for eight — 7° "ases for eight years and then took a ranch and vitamin company near Bend be- 
ears but treated tax break by claiming the live-in worker tween 1986 and 1995 is the latest in a series 
e eg son as a dependent. of confusing and contradictory revelations 


REP. WES COOLEY ` 
Facing new questions over taxes 


Cooley confirmed the practices but said 
he treated the man, Richard Scot Jensen, 


S 


abeut the freshman Republican congress- 
man. 


Cooley, who is running for re-election in 
the 2nd District, has promised to release 
documents that answer key questions — 
whether his wife, Rosemary Herron Cool- 
ey, properly received Veterans Affairs 
benefits and whether he was in Korea dur- 
ing the war as he claims — no later than 
May 18. The primary election is May 21. 


In an interview with The Oregonian, 
Cooley dismissed the notion that he had 
skirted wage laws or improperly taken a 


tax deduction for Jensen. Cooley said he 
was letting Jensen, a former neighbor in 
California, stay on the ranch in exchange 
for helping out. Both say Cooley began 
paying Jensen in January 1995, which is 
when Cooley went to the U.S. House. 
However, Jensen described harsh living 
conditions and said he sometimes worked 
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Continued from Page One 


| :70 hours a week at the ranch in ex- 


. ‘change for room, board and pocket 
. money. è 


' Under federal law, Cooley could 
claim Jensen as a dependent to re- 


‘ceive a tax deduction of $2,500 if 
. ‘Cooley provided Jensen with more 


‘than half his support, including food 
and housing. 


: However, in general, Internal Rev- 


. ‘enue Service officials say the law 


does not allow a taxpayer to claim 
'as a dependent someone receiving 
food and housing in exchange for 


work, 


` “You can’t have it both ways in 


` this situation,” IRS spokeswoman 


Deborah Diamond said. “Hither 


| .you're providing support, or you're 


paying wages." 

Jensen's job, as he described it, 
does not appear to be exempt from 
state minimum-wage laws. Jensen, 
however, said Cooley paid him so. 
little that he did not have to file a 
tax return for the first eight years. 


. Jensen said Wes Cooley and Rose- 


mary Herron, who had lived next 
door to his parents in California, of- 


` fered him a job at the ranch in 1986. 


t Jensen said he started his duties 
t dawn, tending cattle and raking 
ay. He spent the workday oversee- 

ing Rose Laboratories, bottling and 

shipping vitamin supplements 
around the country. He often 


Cooley: IRS says exchange not allowed 


You can't have it both ways in this situation. Either 
you're providing support, or you're paying wages. 


worked into the evening, going over 


the books or setting up company. 


computers. Jensen said he some- 
times worked as many as 70 hours a 
week for the Cooleys. 


Relatives of Jensen and four asso- 
ciates and acquaintances of Cooley 
who visited the ranch confirmed 
Jensen's account of his. work and 
living situation. 


Jensen said. Cooley gave him only 
*pocket change" in place of a regu- 
lar wage. 


Jensen said he tolerated such con- 
ditions because Cooley promised to 
make him a partner in the ranch 
and vitamin business. 


“I was under the impression I was 
deferring a salary for a future pay- 
off,” Jensen said. “But I neglected to 
get that in writing." ` 


Jensen said he finally had enough 
and left the ranch last October. By 
then, he said, he was being paid 


minimum wage for 40 hours a week, 


Deborah Díamond, 
IRS spokeswoman 


but Cooley still demanded as many 
as 70 hours a week. 


Cooley said he was just trying to 
help Jensen by providing him a 
place to stay. He said Jensen did 
only odd jobs at the ranch before 
1995, when Cooley began paying him 
minimum wage, $4.75 an hour. 

“I said, ‘If you want to stay with 
us, you have to help us run the 
ranch,’ " Cooley said. “And he said, 
‘Fine.’ And he did help us around 
the ranch. ` 


“Rick was like a son,” Cooley 
said, noting that he provided Jensen 


with housing on the ranch and paid ` 


for his courses at a community col- 
lege. “I thought Rick was a very 
nice, wholesome person. Very intel- 
ligent, very sharp guy. Very kind.” 


Cooley said he gave Jensen $50 a ` 


week before putting him on the pay- 
roll in 1995. Cooley said he put Jen- 
sen on the payroll as soon as Jensen 
asked for a regular wage. 


Cooley denied promising Jensen 


an interest in the vitamin business 
or the ranch. 


“I gave him money so he could 
have something in his pocket, just 
like you’d give an allowance to your 
son,” Cooley said. “But never with 
the idea we were trying to. offset 
anything.” 

However, Jensen’s father, Richard 
D Jensen, said he heard Cooley re- 


peat the promise. Richard Jensen | 


said he didn’t believe Cooley and 
often urged his son to leave Cooley’s 
employment. Jensen now lives with 
his father in Washington state. 


Cooley is unopposed for the Re- 
publican nomination in the May 21 
primary. Some Republican leaders 
have discussed the idea of persuad- 
ing Cooley to drop his re-election 
plans once the primary is over. That 
way, party leaders could name a re- 


placement for the November |: 
general-election ballot. Among those |' 


mentioned as a possible replace- 
ment for Cooley is state Sen. Greg 
Walden, R-Hood River. 


Cooley is facing a state Elections 
Division investigation into whether 
he lied about serving in the Korean 
War in official election documents. 


The Department of Veterans A£ |. 
fairs is looking into whether his | 


wife, Rosemary, improperly re- 


ceived benefits as an unmarried mil- | 


itary widow for years after she and 


Cooley were presenting themselves | 


as husband and wife. 
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.. PORTLAND (AP) — A 
man who lived at U.S. Rep. Wes 


Cooley's ranch worked up to 70 
hours a week for eight years with- 


: out any wages, according to the 


Oregonian. All the while, Cooley 
claimed him as a dependent on his 
income tax returns, thé newspaper 
said. 

Cooley said he treated Richard 


. Scot Jensen, 34, like a son, not an 


employee. He told the newspaper 
that he let Jensen stay at the ranch 
in exchange for helping out. 

Cooley began paying minimum 


' wage for a 40-hour work week in 
, January 1995, when he went to the 


Congress, but Jensen said he con- 
tinued working far more hours 


! than that. 


Under federal law, Jensen could 
be claimed as a dependent, worth a 
$2,500 tax deduction, if Cooley pro- 
vided more than half of his sup- 


call it quits 
PORTLAND (AP) — As 


Cooley aides 


RS l i 
port, including food and housing, ` 

However, support provided in 
exchange for work does not normal- 
ly qualify. The law does not gener- 
ally allow a taxpayer to claim as a 
dependent someone receiving food 
and housing in exchange for work, 
according to the Internal Revenue 
Service. 

“You can’t have it both ways in 
this situation,” IRS spokeswoman 
Deborah Diamond said. "Either 
you're providing support, or you're 
paying wages.” 

Jensen said Wes Cooley and 
Rosemary Herron, who had lived 
next door to his parents in Califor- 
nia, offered him a job at the ranch 
in 1986. : 

Jensen said he started his du- 
ties at dawn, tending to cattle and 
raking hay. He spent the rest of his 
workday overseeing Rose Laborato- 
ries, bottling and shipping vitamin 
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ated Press he had informed 


Cooley Monday that he was 
“It's time to focus on 


Dave Redmon 
The director of Cooley's 
Medford office also announced 
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his resignation. John Snider 
said in a written statement 
that the job could no longer be 


were resigning. 
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my future, 
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supplements around the country, 
he said. 

He said he often worked into 
the evening, going over the books 
or setting up company computers. 
He said Cooley gave him only 
“pocket change” — so little he 
didn’t have to file tax returns for 


eight years. 
Jensen said he tolerated the 
conditions because Cooley 


promised to make him a partner in 
the ranch and business. "I was un- 
der the impression I was deferring 
a salary for a future payoff,” he 
said, "but I neglected to get that in 
writing.” 

Jensen finally left the ranch 
last October. Relatives of Jensen 
and four associates and acquain- 
tances of Cooley who visited the 
ranch confirmed Jensen’s account 
of his work and living situation. 
Cooley said he was just trying 
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to help Jensen by providing a place , 
to stay. He said.Jensen did only odd 
jobs at the ranch before 1995, when ` 
Cooley began paying him the mini- 
mum wage of $4.75 an hour. | 

“I said, Tf you want to stay with ` 
us, you have to help us run the 
ranch; " Cooley said. “And he said, 
‘Fine? And he did help us around 
the ranch. 

“Rick was like a son,” Cooley 
said, noting that he paid for cours- : 
es Jensen took at Central Oregon 
Community College. 

Cooley said he gave Jensen $50 
a week prior to 1995, “so he could 
have something in his pocket, just 
like you'd give an allowance to your | 
son.” 
‘Cooley denied promising Jensen | 
an interest in the vitamin business , 
or the ranch. However, Jensen’s fa- 


heard Cooley repeat the promise. 
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Cooley’ 3 
top two 
aides 
resign 


E His Washington, D.C., chief of staff and 
Oregon district director say they aren’t 
dissatisfied with the congressman, who soon 
may feel GOP pressure to drop out 


By JEFF MAPES 
of The Oregonian staff . 


U.S. Rep. Wes Cooley's two chief aides have quit 


amid signs the freshman congressman from Ore-, 


gon soon may face pressure from fellow Republi- 
cans to drop his re-election bid. 

Cooley’s top aide in Washington, D:C., chief of 
staff Dave Redmond, and his top aide in Oregon, 
district director John Snider, both said Tuesday 
they have resigned. A third aide, caseworker Mi- 
chelle Coppola, also quit. 

Meanwhile, several prominent Republicans in 
the 2nd Congressional District said they want to 
give Cooley a chance to offer his rebuttal to a wel- 
ter of allegations about dishonest and potentially 
illegal behavior. But if he is unable to clear him- 


self, those Republicans say he should withdraw. 


from re-election and allow party officials to pick 
another candidate. 

“Unless he can come out with absolute public 
documentation to vindicate himself, I don’t think 
he can survive it,” said Perry Atkinson, a Chris- 
tian broadcaster in Medford. He narrowly lost the 
Republican nomination to Cooley in 1994. 

The unusual dual resignations are strong sig- 
nals of trouble within Cooley’s congressional of- 
fice. That was particularly the case with Red- 
mond, a longtime aide to former Rep. Bob Smith, 
R-Ore., Cooley’s predecessor. Smith reportedly is 
closely involved in discussions in Oregon about 
Cooley’s political future. 

However, neither of the departing aides said he 
was dissatisfied with Cooley. 

Redmond said he is getting married in a month 
and wants to “focus on my future. ... Pm doing 
this for my reasons. It has more to do with me 


_ than it does with Wes or anybody else.” . 
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Snider said he was unhappy that he was spend- 
ing all of his time dealing with the allegations 
| against Cooley. instead of helping district resi- 
dents. 

“It isn't that I wasn't confident in the congress- 
man,” Snider said. “It's just that I wasn't doing | 
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Cooley: Smith works behind scenes 


Bi Continued from Page One 
the job I set out to do,” 

Two senior Republican aides on 
Capitol Hill said the two Cooley 
staffers had become frustrated about 
the way Cooley handled the allega- 


. tions. 


Questions about the accuracy of 
Cooley’s resumé have dogged him 
since he first ran for election to the 
state Senate in 1992. But they 
reached fever pitch in recent weeks 


_after revelations that he didn’t serve 


in the Korean War as he had 
claimed in the Oregon Voters’ Pam- 
phiet, and that his wife, Rosemary, 
might have improperly received 
Veterans Affairs survivor benefits. 


In addition, The Oregonian re- 
ported Tuesday that Cooley might 
have violated federal tax laws by 
claiming a dependent’s deduction 
for a man who got room and board 


on Cooley’s ranch while working at 
his business. 


Cooley last week said he would 
issue a “white paper” by May 18 — 
three days before the primary, in 
which he is unopposed — that he 
said would answer the allegations. 


“Let’s see what it looks like,” said 
Richard Moore, the Lake County Re- 
publican chairman. “He should 
have an opportunity to respond.” 


A viable candidate? 


But Moore said Cooley would not 
be a viable candidate for re-election 
if his report fails to convincingly an- 
swer the most serious charges. 


Atkinson and two other Republi- 
cans mentioned as possible replace- 
ments for Cooley — state Sen. Greg 
Walden of Hood River and former 
Jackson County Sheriff C.W. Smith 
— said they have received several 


phone calls from Republicans wor- 
ried about losing the seat in the No- 
vember general election. 


Cooley’s name will-appear on the 
May 21 primary ballot regardless of 
what he does before then. But if he 
withdrew after that, a new Republi- 
can nominee would be chosen by a 
convention of GOP precinct commit- 
tee members from the 2nd Congres- 
sional District. 


A behind-the-scenes player ` 


: At this point, former Rep. Smith 
appears to be playing a major 
behind-the-scenes role in handling 
how the GOP political community 
should deal with Cooley. Smith, who 
served six terms in the House, has a 
political consulting business in 
Medford and is highly popular 
among Republicans in the huge dis- 
trict, which covers Eastern ‘Oregon 
and part of Southern Oregon. 


Smith met Monday with C.W. ` 
Smith — the two are not related — ` 
and told him potential candidates 
should not make any further moves | 
before the primary. 


“He’s simply telling everybody to 
be cool and calm, and we can ad- 
dress this when we get through the | 
primary,” C.W. Smith said. He said | 
the former congressman “is trying 
to apply a good, steady hand to 
this.” n 


Bob Smith refused to provide any 
more details. He said only that he 
would deliver a statement about 
Cooley “at the time of the primary.” ' 


| 


Jeff Mapes covers politics for The | 
Oregonian. He can be reached by ' 
phone at 221-8209, by mail at 1820 , 
S.W. Broadway, Portland, Ore. 97201, | 
or by e-mail at JeffMapes@news.ore- | 
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about loan L 


IN THE PURCHASE: He signed a promissory note 
on a home but said in 1979 he had no interest 


By DAVE HOGAN 
of The Oregonian staff 


U.S. Rep. Wes Cooley denied his 
role in the purchase of a Southern 
California house while under oath 
during a property fight with his ex- 
wife, according to documents ob- 
tained by The Oregonian. 


Cooley repeatedly said he had no 
interest in any loans — despite the 
fact he and his girlfriend, Rosemary 
Herron, had signed a $76,000 promis- 


A 


r 


ët 


| Date: 05/16/1996 
| Edition: 


=y Tte: Records contradict 
Cooley denials about loan 


N 
Character: ~46G-PD-40803 
or 80-715 
Classification: 
PORTLAND 


Submitting Office: 


sory note used to buy the property 
two years earlier, in 1977. 


His denials are significant because 
he was being questioned about his fi- 
nances in an effort to get him to pay 
court-ordered divorce judgments | 
that have since grown to more than E 
$80,000 including interest. 


Cooley and Herron were living in 
the California house. It later was 
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House: Loan key i Issue in property fight 


Bi Continued from Page One 

traded for the ranch outside Bend 
where the first-term Republican 
lives with Herron, who now is his 


' second wife. 


Cooley’s attorney, John DiLorenzo 


“of Portland, discussed the loan docu- 


ments with Cooley on Tuesday eve- 
ning but declined to respond to 
questions about it. 

“Without having the opportunity 


| to review the whole transcript, I'm 


not in a position to comment,” DiLo- 
renzo said Wednesday. 

Cooley has become embroiled in 
controversy over his misstatements 
about his education, military serv- 
ice and second marriage, He is run- 
ning for re-election in Tuesday’s pri- 


. mary in the 2nd Congressional 
| District, which covers Eastern Ore- 


gon and part of Southern Oregon. 

Cooley had a long propexty battle 
with his first wife of nearly 20 years. 
He vowed in a September 1979 depo- 
sition that he would never work 
again and his ex-wife “would never 
get a dime out of me.” He repeatedly 
had been in arrears on child-support 
payments that a judge had ordered 
in 1975. 

In the same deposition, Cooley 
said he was paying $500 a month to 
Herron as rent for a Southern Cali- 
fornia house. He repeatediy said he 


: had no information about her fi- 


. nancing for the residence. 


“Do you know, of your own 
knowledge, if there is a loan against 


. the property?” his ex-wife’s attorney 


asked him. 

“I have no idea,” Cooley respond- 
ed. “I presume there is one, but I 
don't know. It’s not my property. 
Why would I know?" 

Later in the deposition, Cooley 
said he had not signed any promis- 
sory note obligating him to pay any 
debts. He also said he had not, in the 
previous five years, borrowed any 
money or guaranteed he would pay 
someone else's debt. 

According to documents obtained 
by The Oregonian, however, Cooley 
and Herron both signed a note obli- 
gating them to repay the November 
1977 loan on the house in Mission 


Viejo where they lived together. The | 
promissory note carrying Cooley's | 


signature was not recorded in Or- 
ange County, Calif, property re- 
cords. 

At the same time, a mortgage re- 
ferring to the same $76,000 loan was 
recorded at the Orange County Re- 
corder's Office, but it was signed 
only by Herron. She was buying the 
house and was the only person list- 
ed in property records as owning 
the residence at that time. 

The loan gained significance in 
1979. In April of that year, a court 
order in the divorce case directed 


Cooley to pay more than $27,000 to , 


his ex-wife, Beverly Charbonneau, 
to complete the division of their 
property. That was in addition to 
support payments ordered earlier. 


Five months later, in September ; 
1979, the deposition was held in an | 


ee 
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effort to locate assets that could pay 
that debt 

The judgment ‘remained upaid, 
however, in 1988 when Herron 
bought the Central Oregon ranch 
where she and Cooley now live. She 
acquired the ranch outside Bend by 
exchanging the California house in- 
volved in the 1976 loan. 

Cooley’s name did not appear in 
Deschutes County records in con- 
nection with that property until 
1985, when he and Herron ‘both 
signed a trust deed for a $47,000 


bank loan. 


Cooley, however, has never been 
listed in property records as an 
owner of that property. 


Earlier this month, Cooley said in 
an interview that he and Herron 
were married in 1993. He said he 
signed the 1985 trust deed for the 
Bend ranch that lists them as hus- 
band and wife even though the in- 
formation was incorrect, and he did 
so because he did not want to jeop- 
ardize getting the loan. 


IM THE PROMISE: 


T: 


By ROSE ELLEN O'CONNOR 
and BRENT WALTH 
of The Oregonian staff 


WASHINGTON — U.S. Rep. Wes 
Cooley is backing away from his 
promise to answer questions about 
his marriage and his war record by 


. the end of this week. 


Nearly two weeks ago, the Oregon 


| Republican had promised to deliver 


within 15 days a “white paper” deai- 
ing with key questions, including 


whether his wife might have improp- 
erly collected Veterans Affairs bene- 
fits. 


However, as the Saturday deadline 
approached, Cooley press aide Chris 
Matthews said the first-term con- 
gressman hadn’t intended to set a 
firm deadline. Instead, Matthews 
said, Cooley wanted only to indicate 
that “he would be saying something 
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The congressman pulls back | 
| from his pledge to answer questions by Saturday 
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“Questions: 
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‘say, Cooley must prove convincing- | 


M Continued from Page One 


inthe near future.”. 

The delay comes amid growing | 
pessimism among political insiders 
and Republican loyalists that Cooley 
can unravel the tangle of contradic- 
tions and misstatements. 

With the Tuesday primary elec- | 
tion less than a week away, GOP | 
leaders showed increasing dismay 
about Cooley's handling of the con- 
troversies. Merely apologizing for 
past mistakes will not be enough, | 
they said. 

The chairman: of the Oregon Re- 


publican Party is among those who |: 


say Cooley will have a tough time 
extricating himself. 

“Pm not foolish enough to tell you 
it’s not a long shot,” said Sen. ' 
Randy Miller, R-West Linn, the state 
party chairman: “You can apologize 

. but that doesn't come close to , 
rescuing a political career. i 

“Obviously, it can’t linger on too 
long because it looks like you're | 
avoiding addressing the issues and ' 
just hoping it goes away. And that 
isn't going to happen,” Miller said. 
“Time alone will not heal this prob- 
lem.” 

To survive, Republican leaders 


ly that: 


MHe did not violate tax and labor | 
laws by not paying a worker at his | 


Oregon ranch and vitamin opera- | 
tion for eight years and claiming the 
oe asa a dependent on n his tax re- 


oe 


urns. : - | 
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GOP leaders concerned 


Wie did not rale state election ' 
laws by embellishing his war record | 
in the state Voters’ Pamphlet. 


His wife did not improperly collect | 
Veterans Affairs benefits as a mili- 
tary widow after she had married 
Cooley or began living with him and 
presenting herself as his wife. l 
GOP leaders say they're worried ' 
that if Cooley remains their nomi- 
nee, the party could lose the 2nd 
Congressional District seat to Des- 
chutes County prosecutor Mike 
Dugan, the likely Democratic nomi- 


nee. Cooley is the only Republican | 


candidate in Tuesday’s primary. 
The party could replace Cooley after 
the primary, but only if he agrees to 
give up the nomination. 

If Cooley refuses to stép aside, the 
party could withdraw its support 
from him, Miller said, but such a 


step should be considered only after ' 


Cooley has a chance to present his 
defense. 

“Tt is fair to have a trial before an 
execution," Miller said. 

Cooley has asked the Department 


ed 


of Veterans Affairs to investigate re- 


omo 


VETERANS AFFAIRS BENEFITS 
Rosemary Herron Cooley collected 
federal veterans’ benefits as the unmar- 

ried widow of a Marine captain until 
1994, eventhough she and Wes: Cooley 
lived together since at least 1977 and 
presented themselves as a married cou- 
ple in these instances: 


| Min May 1985, Wes Cooley and Rose- 
` mary Herron signed loan papers that 
identified them as “husband and wife.” 


' In October 1986, Wes Cooley register- 
ed to vote in Deschutes County, identify- 
| ing Rosemary as his "spouse." 

| Win June 1992, Cooley and Herron 

' signed loan papers that listed them as 

| husband and wife. 


| Win August 1992, Cooley three times re- 
ferred to his "wife" in a sworn affidavit 
that he gave the state Elections Division, 
which was investigating his claims of 
residency in Oregon Senate District 28. 


|; Min August 1992, Cooley registered to 
vote in Crook County, identifying Rose-. 
` mary as his "spouse." 


Min October 1992, Rosemary registered 
to vote in Crook County, identifying Wes 
as her “spouse.” 


Min campaign literature for his 1992 Or- 
egon Senate campaign, Cooley referred 
to Rosemary as his “wife.” 


ETHE LAW: Federal law prohibits mili- 
tary widow benefits to anyone who 
“lived with another person of the oppo- 
site sex and held herself out openly to 
the public to be the spouse of such 

| other person.” Cooley has asked the 


V 

ports that his wife, Rosemary Her- 
ron Cooley, might have improperly 
collected VA benefits after slié 
began living with Cooley and pre- 
senting herself as his wife. _ 

She began receiving the benefits 
after the death in 1965 of her first 
husband, a Marine. The benefits 
ended in 1994, VA records indicate. 

Federal law forbids a widow from 
collecting survivor benefits once she 
remarries or lives with someone 
“holding herself out openly to the 
| public” as his spouse. Improperly 
collecting widow benefits is poten- 
tial criminal fraud, VA officials say. 

At first, Cooley refused to say 
when he married Rosemary Herron, 
his second wife, citing privacy. He 
began sharing a California house 
with her in the late 1970s. The Cool- 
eys moved to Oregon together in 
1982, according to his campaign lit- 
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Department of Veterans Affairs to in- 
vestigate. 


MWHAT COOLEY SAYS: He and Rose- 
mary signed loan documents in 1985 
knowing the papers falsely identified 
em as "husband and wife." He feared 
they would not receive the loan if the 
bank learned thàt they were unmarried. 

Cooley and Herron were married in 
California in 1993. She notified the VA 
that she was no longer eligible for ben- 
efits at that time. 


MILITARY RECORD 

Cooley's military records contain no 
evidence that Hé served in the Korean 
War. His records show he did not finish 
basic training until after the war ended, 
and his ex-wife says he never left the 
United States during his service. In the 
Oregon Voters' Pamphlet, Cooley has 
made these claims about his military 
service: 


W “Army Special Forces, Korean War" 
in the 1992 primary election pamphlet. 


m “U.S. Army, Korean war" in the 1992 
general election parnphiet. 


W "Army Special Forces, Korea" in the 

1994 primary and general election 

pamphlets. f 
| 


ETHE LAW: State law makes ita felony 
to knowingly provide false information 
in the Voters’ Pamphlet, an official 
campaign document. The Oregon sec- 
retary of state is investigating Cooley's 
claim. 


MWAHAT COOLEY SAYS: He maintains 
he served briefly in Korea but has not 


erature. He listed her as his wife in 
legal documents as early as 1985. | 

There also have been reports they | 
were married in Mexico in the early | 
1980s, which Cooley denies. 

Rick Jensen, who has accused | | 
Cooley of failing to pay him for | 
eight of the nine years he lived and ‘ 
worked at the couple’s ranch, told | 
The Oregonian that the Cooleys dis- | 
played what appeared to be a Mexi- i | 
can marriage certificate dated in the | 
early 1980s in their bedroom. 

Since the controversy over widow | 
benefits erupted, Cooley has said he 
married Rosemary in December | 
1993 in Palm Springs, Calif. The 
Cooleys, however, have sealed the 
marriage license. 

The congressman has said his 
wife notified the VA of the 1993 mar- 
riage and returned checks mistak- 
enly sent to her in early 1994. 
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provided evidence or details about that 
service. He has deleted references to 
the Korean War from his 1996 voters’ 
pamphlet statement. | 


TAXES 
Cooley failed to pay his ranch and 
business manager a wage for eight 
years and claimed the live-in worker as 
a dependent on his personal tax re- | 
turns. ' 


ETHE LAW: internal Revenue Service 
rules do not allow a taxpayer to claim 
the $2,500 deduction for a dependent if. | 
the support of that dependent is in real- | 
ity compensation given in exchange for | 
work. 


WWHAT COOLEY SAYS: He claimed 
Rick Jensen as a dependent.but denied 
he considered him an employee be- 
tween 1986 and January 1995, when 
he started paying Jensen minimum 
wage and withholding taxes. Cooley 
said he treated Jensen as a "son" and 
supported him during those years. 
Cooley denied offering Jensen owner- 
ship in his business or ranch, as Jen- 
sen claims. 
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' [i The Republican congressman. 
says he'll address questions about ` 
his record and his wife May 28 


WASHINGTON — U.S. Rep. Wes 
Cooley, R-Ore., will wait until after 
Tuesday's primary to respond to re- 
cords that suggest he exaggerated his 
war record and his wife improperly 
collected Veterans Affairs benefits. 

Cooley’s office said Thursday he 
would hold news conferences in Bend 


(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 


and Medford on May ae am looking/ 
forward to addressing 7 e various. alle 
gations that have BESE agail st 


me in recent weeks —; none of which 
focus on my solid congresgional s rv- 
ice,” Cooley said in a statement. 

The decision to schédule the appear- 
ances comes as Republican leaders are 
preparing to pressur Cooley td step 


aside after the primaty and allow an-. 


Congressional District seat. Cooley is 


other GOP candidate/to run for his 2nd 
unopposed on ea ballot; 


, 


Cooley won't respond until after primary | 


Deschutes County District Attorney 


` Mike Dugan i is expected to be the Dem- 


ocratic nominee in the district. 
“Two weeks ago, Cooley promised to 


address the allegations before this 


‘weekend. However, he backed away 
from that.deadline earlier this week. 
Of the May 28 date, Cooley said: “It 


"would be unfair of me to distract the 


people of Oregon from their electoral 
‘decisions a few days before the prima- 
ry. Therefore, I'm returning to Oregon 
at first chance after the primary.” 
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&& It would he 
unfair of me to 
distract the people of 
Oregon from dr 
electoral decis a | 
few days before the i 
primary. Therefore, 
I'm returning to \ 
Oregon at first V. 
chance after the \ 
primary. 99 


U.S. Rep. Wes Cooley | 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Precedence: ROUTINE Date: 05/27/1996 
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From: Butte ITC 
Investigative Inf ion Services Center (IISC) 
Contact : (406) 496-3815 


- b6 
Approved By: L7C 
Drafted By: 
Case ID #: 46G-PD-40803 (Pending) 
Title: Se c 
WESTER SHADRIC COOLEY, BITC RECORD #106882 
Synopsis: Database searches conducted by the Butte ITC 
Enclosures: Attached are copies of printouts setting forth 
results of inquiries conducted by the Butte ITC. Also attached 
is a copy of an accomplishment/reply form. It is requested that 
you record the IISC accomplishments on this form and return it to 
the Butte ITC. 
Details: Social Security Account Number (SSAN) Sai 


issued in 1955 in Washington is associated with 

Possible addresses and property and UCC records are 
attached along with a Dun & Bradstreet business report for Rose 
Laboratories, Inc. : 


SSAN 571-34-9276 issued prior to 1951 in California is 


associated with Wester Cooley. Possible addresses matches and 
property records are attached. 
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FBI. Butte Information Technology Center (BIT 


PUBLIC INFORMATION REQUEST FORM 


400 North Main Street, Room 115 

Butte, Montana 59701 

> Commercial Telephone: (406) 782-2304, Exts. 44 thru 48 

> FIS: 700-585-2391 » FAX: (406) 782-9504 & (406) 782-9507 
> Secure FAX & STU III: (406) 782-2304, Ext. 26 

> Off-Hour Duty Analyst Pager: (406) 496-8736 


TO: FBI, BUTTE INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY CENTER 
Dae: 5 1241 AG Drug Related: Yes O No fX 
Requestor: sa | Iewen #: SOS 423 q690 Office: DÉI UCFN: HEE -PD -uogns 


SEARCH CRITERIA 

Name - Last: First: Middle: [| 

Sex f, DOBI: OB2:_/ [ sa n 
W LL ze[ —— ]Phee on 


Residence - Street Address: 


Busincss - Street Address: City/State: Zip: Phone: 
Business ID#: 
CHECK DESIRED SEARCH PARAMETERS (Please check only those that are needed.): 


1. Locate Business/Person ( U.S. eR, CA State) 

2. Determine All Individuals Associated with Social Security Number 
3. Determine Who is Associated with Telephone Number(s) 

4. Determine Address of Business/Person ( U.S. ggelA State) 


5. Determine Property Owned by Individual ( wc U.S. State) 

6. Determine Who Owns PXoperty Listed Above 

7. Determine Who Resides at Address Listed Above 

8. Uniform Commercial Code ( x. U.S. State) 
Corporate/Limited Partnership Records ( U.S. State) 

10. Bankruptcy (og, ga State - Areas of Availability are Limited) 

11. Judgements (ae,GA State - Areas of Availability are Limited) 


12. Lawsuits (g& ca State - Areas of Availability are Limited) 
2. Liens (est State - Areas of Availability are Limited) 
14. Notice of Loan Default 

15. Security & Exchange Commission Filings 

16. Search All ` 
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FBI, Butte Information Technology Center Reply 


Return Reply To: 


sac, | Por Tran 
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Based on search criteria, marked records are attached: 
: Yi Possible Identifiable Records 
D Other Peripheral Information 
D No Information Found 
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FBI, Butte Information Technology Center (BITC) 
PUBLIC INFORMATION REQUEST FORM 


400 North Main Street, Room 115 

Butte, Montana 59701 

» Commercial Telcphone: (406) 782-2304, Exts. 44 thru 48 

> FIS: 700-585-2391 » FAX: (406) 782-9504 & (406) 782-9507 
> Secure FAX & STU II: (406) 782-2304, Ext. 26 

> Off-Hour Duty Analyst Pager: (406) 496-8736 


atabase(s)-Used!. =. 
P sa ctt vi e 3 m bi 


TO: FBI, BUTTE INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY CENTER 


Date: S [21st Drug Related: Yes O No O 


Requestor SA) Phone ër SOE 421-3630 — Office: ER. UCN: Yet -PD - HOS eS 


SEARCH CRITERIA 
Name - Last: Cooley Firs: WESTER Middle: SHAD RID 
Alias WES Cocley Sec DOBI: S/ZY/ZZDOB2: / / SSAN: S T1 3H- RAT 


Residence - Street Address: AS SS? Watkez PH City/State: BED, OR Zip 91710! Phone: 
Business - Street Addrcss: City/Statc: Zip: Phone: 


Business ID#: 

CHECK DESIRED SEARCH PARAMETERS (Please check only those that are needed.): 
1. Locate Business/Person ( U.S. OSC State) 

2. Determine All Individuals Associated with Social Security Number 
3. Determine Who is Associated with Telephone Number(s) 

4. Determine Address of Business/Person ( U.S. ogfca State) 

5. Determine Property Owned by Individual (LG U.S. State) 
6. Determine Who Owns Property Listed Above 

7. Determine Who Resides at Address Listed Above 

Uniform Commercial Code (CG U.S. State) 

9. Corporate/Limited Partnership Records ( U.S. State) 
10. Bankruptcy (salem State - Areas of Availability are Limited) 

11. Judgements (azicA State ~ Areas of Availability are Limited) 

12. Lawsuits (gr/jèn State - Areas of Availability are Limited) 

13. Liens (de,cA State - Areas of Availability are Limited) 

14. Notice of Loan Default 

15. Security & Exchange Commission Filings 

Search All 
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FBI, Butte Information Technology Center Reply 


Return Reply To: 
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A b6 


Based on search criteria, marked records are attached: 
Ssible Identifiable Records 
Other Peripheral Information 
O No Information Found 
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* FBI, BUTTE ITC-INVESTIGATIVE INFORMATION SERVICES * 
* * 
kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk Dept: DEPARTMENT1 / Queued by: SUPERVISOR 5d kk 


DATE:05-22-1996 TIME:10:46:23 SUBJECT ID:DTEC 


DTEQC571-34-9276. 


DATE ISSUED PRIOR-1951 


STATE ISSUED-CA 


Mi OF 1 NM-COOLEY,WESTER,S  CA-25550,WALKER,RD,BEND,OR,97701,11/95,, 
FA-1332,MICHIGAN, AV, ALEXANDRIA, VA, 22314,11/95 
SS-571-34-9276 & 


END OF REPORT EQUIFAX AND AFFILIATES - 05/22/96 
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* FBI, BUTTE ITC-INVESTIGATIVE INFORMATION SERVICES * 
* * 


kikkkkkkkkkkkkkkkik Dept: DEPARTMENTI / Queued by: SUPERVISOR kk 


DATE:05-22-1996 TIME:11:04:00 SUBJECT ID:TRACE 


TRCE 571349276 


TRANS UNION TRACE REPORT 


QHO2 870077 15 05/22/96 12:05CT 
* SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER TRACE * 
NAME /SPOUSE SSN OWNER 


ADDRESS ADDR RPT DATE 
1. COOLEY, WESTER S SUBJECT 
25550 WALKER RD., BEND OR. 97701 10/95 
1332 MICHIGAN ST., ALEXANDRIA VA. 22314 12/94 
1328 CRESTVIEW, PRINEVILLE OR. 97754 
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DATE:05-22-1996 TIME:11:08:53 SUBJECT ID:SOCIAL SEARCH 
9-571349276,V-06/042/6.30 

PAGE 1 DATE 5-22-96 TIME 12:07:24 PCA22  VAO6 

WESTER S COOLEY 
1332 MICHIGAN AVE 


ALEXANDRIA VA 22314 
RPTD: 1-95 TO 4-96 


25550 WALKER RD 
BEND OR 97701 
RPTD: 6-88 TO 4-96 


1328 CRESTVIEW RD 
PRINEVILLE OR 97754 
RPTD: 10-92 


1332 MICHIGAN AVE 
ALEXANDRIA OR 97701 
RPTD: 4-95 
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SO IN SESSION READY COMM OK nol AO DCD RAP 
TIME: 08:02:22 CBR INFONET ON-LI ORMATION SERVICE DATE: 05/27/96 
Ó————ÁÓ—— A poe ee (A MB ees VER : 4.2 
OPTION : S (E)DA (N)BRS (A) DDR PH Z)IP (C)ITY (S)TATE (U)S (K)CKPT 

(M) ENU (H)ELP (F)WD (B)ACK (W)METRO AREA (X) CLEAR 
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NON 
SEL NO LOR HOH 
i WES C COOLEY (541) 776 - 4646 
259 E BARNETT RD MEDFORD OR 97501 02 
WES . COOLEY (541) 388 - 0924 
25550 WALKER RD BEND OR 97701 02 
WESTER COOLEY (541) 388 - 0924 
25550 WALKER RD BEND OR 97701 02 * 
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WES COOLEY 
25550 WALKER RD 
BEND 
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OR 97701 
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GENDER MALE LENGTH OF RES  : 02 NAME: WESTER 03/32 
MEDIAN INCOME : 0046.9K HOME OWNER PROB : 070 “NAME: RS DOB:| |. e 
WEALTH RATING : B HOME VALUE : 0090.5K bic 
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DWELLING TYPE SINGLE 
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REPLY FORM 


In order to help us better serve your investigative needs, 
please complete the following and return to: 


FBI, Butte Information Technology Center 


400 North Main Street, Room £115 
Butte, Montana 59701 


BUTTE ITC RECORD #: AFI -A UCFN: G-PiÈ- VOY 
ANALYST: 


Was the information provided helpful to your investigation? [] YES [] NO 


If NO, please let us know how we could be more helpful to your 
investigation: 


ACCOMPLISHMENT(S) resulting from information: 
PERSON(S): (Enter total number applicable to each of the following) 


FBI Fugitive(s) Arrested: O FBI DO Local Date: 
(Forward photo of Fugitive arrested with this Reply Form) 
Local Fugitive(s) Arrested: D FBI QO Local Date: 


(Forward photo of Fugitive arrested with this Reply Form) 
Subject(s) O Arrested O Located O Identified 
(Forward photo of subject arrested with this Reply Form) 
Witness(es) O Located O Identified 
New Witness(es) O Located 0O Identified 
BUSINESS(ES): (Enter total number applicable to each of the following) 
New Business(es) Identified 


New Business Associates/Associations Identified 

Financial Audit Trail(s) Enhanced 

ASSET(S): (Enter total number applicable to each of the following) 
(TYPES: C = CASH R = REAL PROPERTY P = PERSONAL PROPERTY) 


Asset(s) O Located l Identified [VALUE: TYPE: | ] 
Asset(s) Subject to Seizure/Forfeiture [VALUE: TYPE: |. ] 
Potential Economic Loss Prevented [VALUE: TYPE: — ] 


OTHER: (Enter total number applicable to each of the following) 
New Case(s) Initiated 

New Lead(s) Generated 

COMMENTS: 


1 - Case File 
1 - BITC 
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. Region's voters - 
. cool to Cooley 


By Jeff Nielson 
Bulletin Staff Writer 

Embattled U.S. Rep. Wes Cooley 
received a strong vote of no confi- 
dence Tuesday — one that political 
observers say suggests he faces big 
trouble getting re-elected in 
November. 

The trend was clear in Cooley's 
uncontested 2nd District Republi- 
can primary. In county after county, 
more people wrote in someone else 
or withheld their vote altogether 
than cast a ballot for Cooley. 

In Jackson County, the district's 
most populous, Cooley drew 38 per- 
cent of 15,658 ballots cast. The rest 
of the voters left their ballots blank 
or wrote in someone else. 

Results were similar in Crook 
and Jefferson counties. Cooley 
drew 43 percent in Crook and 37 
percent in Jefferson. 

In Deschutes County, the dis- 
trict’s second most populous, Coo- 
ley received just 29 percent of 
8,935 votes cast. Fifty-four percent 
left their ballots blank and 17 per- 
cent wrote in someone else. 

By contrast, when Bob Smith 
ran unopposed in the 2nd District’s 
1992 GOP primary, he polled fully 
86 percent of the vote — typical for 
an unopposed incumbent running 
near the top of the ticket. 

Jackson County Clerk Kathy 
Bennett said she'd never seen such 
a large undervote. “It’s not surpris- 
ing to see undervotes in an uncon- 
tested election, but to see it this big 
is incredible,” she said. 

Bill Lunch, an Oregon State 
University political science profes- 
sor, said such numbers suggest 
Cooley has alienated large num- 
bers of Republican voters. 

He said, “The question is, will 
results this bad for Cooley in the 
primary, where he has no opposi- 
tion, nudge him toward resigning 
the nomination as Republican Par- 


Wes Cooley 


ty leaders are trying to get him to 
do? These results will probably 
strengthen the effort, but they 
can’t force Cooley to withdraw.” 

Cooley certainly gave no indica- 
tion he’s thinking of bowing out in 
the face of the weak showing. 

“It will be an honor, once again, 
to be the conservative nominee for 
the 2nd District,” he told The Asso- 
ciated Press. “Whether it be bal- 
ancing the budget, or restoring 
common sense to our environmen- 
tal regulations, I look forward to 
the challenges we will meet in the 
105th Congress.” 

At the same time, Cooley said 
he was canceling a Bend press con- 
ference at which he had promised 
to answer questions about his mar- 
riage, military record and business 
affairs, citing a death in the family 
and the press of congressional obli- 
gations. He said he would field 
questions at 9:45 a.m. Tuesday in 
Medford, but would not face re- 
porters in Bend. 
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FBI ‘in touch’ on Cooley inquiry 


By The Associated Press 

The FBI is monitoring a federal 
inquiry into whether Cooley's wife 
Rosemary improperly received Vet- 
erans Affairs benefits arising from 
the death of her first husband, The 
Oregonian reported today. 

The bureau has not opened its 
own criminal investigation, said 
Lee Teitsworth, special agent in 
charge of the FBI office in Port- 
land. 

“We've been in touch with the 
Veterans administration to try to 
determine the facts as they are 
known to date, to determine if 
there is something that would fall 
under FBI jurisdiction,” Teitsworth 
said Wednesday. 

The newspaper quoted un- 
named federal officials as saying 
that the Department of Veterans 


Affairs’ Office of the Inspector Gen- 
eral is investigating Cooley. 

Jon Wooditch, spokesman for 
that office in Washington, D.C., 
would not comment on the Cooley 
case Wednesday, but he said the of- 
fice investigates benefits cases only 
where fraud is suspected. 

“Our investigators are criminal 
investigators,” Wooditch said. “We 
wouldn't be investigating it if we 
didn't think there was a violation 
of law.” 

Cooley has denied wrongdoing 
and said the couple notified the VA 
as soon as they married in 1993. At 
issue is whether Rosemary Herron 
Cooley received VA survivor bene- 
fits from an earlier marriage at a 
time when she was married to Wes 
Cooley or living with him and pre- 
senting herself as his wife. 


Cooley has promised to answer 
questions about the marriage, and 
other issues such as whether he 
served in Korea and why he appar- 
ently did not obtain necessary 
building permits for several con- 
struction projects on his Alfalfa 
ranch, at a town hall meeting 
Tuesday in Medford. 

Cooley canceled a Bend appear- 
ance he had scheduled the same 
day. 
Cooley won his party’s unop- 
posed nomination for re-election to 
the U.S. House on Tuesday. 

However, in most of the 20 
counties in Oregon’s large 2nd Con- 
gressional District, more Republi- 
can voters left the spot blank or 
wrote in someone else than marked 


“their ballots for the freshman rep- 


resentative. 
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Local Republicans on Cooley talk: It’s not enough ` 


By Michelle L. Klampe 


Jeff Nielson 
e: Staff Writers 

epublicans in Central Oregon 
mostly gave thumbs-down reviews 
to Rep. Wes Cooley's news confer- 
ence Tuesday in Medford, and said 
Cooley should step down if he can't 
soon put his problems behind him. 

Sens. Greg Walden, R-Hood 
River, and Neil Bryant, R-Bend, 
thought Cooley fell short of his 
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promise to answer charges of 
wrongdoing. 

“It's not enough. I can under- 
stand his legal predicament, espe- 
cially when he is being investigated 
on possible criminal charges, but 
it's not enough,” said Bryant, a 
Bend lawyer. 

Bryant said if Cooley continues 
to listen to his attorney and doesn’t 
speak out about charges that he 
lied about his marriage, military 


record and other matters, he'll lose 
the election. 

Walden said he didn’t think 
Cooley answered questions effec- 
tively. “I don’t think it helps him 
politically, nor will it help how peo- 
ple perceive him,” Walden told The 
Dalles Chronicle newspaper. 

“If it ultimately comes to him 
resigning the nomination, and 
frankly I don’t think he will, the 
longer it takes the harder it will be 


for a Republican candidate to go in 
and run an effective campaign.” 

Meanwhile, the Democratic 
nominee in the 2nd Congressional 
District race, Deschutes County 
District Attorney Mike Dugan, said 
he'll concentrate on Cooley’s voting 
record and has no plans to talk 
about Cooley’s other problems. 

“Mr. Cooley gave the best expla- 
nation he could. We're happy now 
that we're getting ready to get into 


the campaign and talk about the is- 
sues,” Dugan said. “I think the vot- 
ers will look at the candidates and 
their public and private lives and 
decide who best will represent 
them.” 

Bryant said Republican leaders 
would probably conduct a poll soon 
to measure Cooley’s support. 

“My hope is that when he sees 
the results of the poll, hell with- 
draw from the race,” Bryant said. 
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By Jeff Barnard 
AP Staff Writer 

MEDFORD — U.S. Rep. Wes 
Cooley managed to satisfy die-hard 
supporters, but was hard-pressed 
to win any converts with his failure 
to offer any new explanations for 
allegations that have dogged him 
the past two months. 

“He was able to withstand it 
and stand up there,” farmer Mar- 
garet Wiedman said after a Tues- 
day town hall meeting that drew 
200 to a motel conference room. 

“I think it was ludicrous,” re- 
tired school principal Paul Yates 
said as he walked out. “I wonder 
why we were here.” 

The meeting had been billed as 
Cooley's chance to refute the ques- 
tions that have been raised about 
his past before his 1994 election to 
Congress from the 2nd District, 
which covers the eastern two- 
thirds of the state and the Rogue 
Valley: : 

—Did he lie about claiming in 
the 1994 Voters’ Pamphlet that his 
service in the Army Special Forces 
included overseas duty in the Kore- 
an War? 

—Did he hide the 1993 date of 
his marriage because his wife, 
Rosemary, had been collecting vet- 
erans’ benefits from the 1965 death 
of her first husband, a Marine cap- 
tain, while she and Cooley lived to- 
gether as far back as the late 
1970s? 


Instead, Cooley compared news 
coverage to the National Enquirer 
and acknowledged that he por- 
trayed himself as married on two 
documents when he was not. 

“This is a character assassina- 
tion. This is being done by the lib- 
eral media and a few people in 
Washington, D.C., that I've rubbed 
the wrong way,” Cooley said to ap- 
plause from supporters. 

A spokesman for the National 
Republican Congressional Commit- 
tee, whose job it is to elect GOP 
candidates and keep Republicans 
in control of the U.S. House, issued 
a terse statement. 

“As long as Mr. Cooley is run- 
ning for re-election, we will support 
him,” Craig Veith, communications 
director for the committee, said 
from Washington. 

Timber executive Hank Snow, 
vice president of Medite Corp. in 
Medford, said he thinks Cooley has 
done a good job. But he said Repub- 
lican Party leaders need to decide 
whether it is time to sacrifice him 
rather than risk losing the general 
election, to Deschutes County Dis- 
trict Attorney Mike Dugan. 

“I don't think this state can af- 
ford another Democrat in Washing- 
ton, D.C.,” Snow said. 

Cooley said he hasn't been 
asked by party leaders to resign 
and has no intention of doing so. 
He said he plans an active cam- 


paign. 
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Response: 


Cooley wasn't asked about the matter 


and didn't address it. 


Bulletin Graphic / Jeff Nielson, Greg Cross 


mistake. He actually belonged to a-lo- 
cal Greek-letter honorary at a Califor- 


Cooley said the claim was an honest 
nia junior college. 


Cooley didnt address the issue. 
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AP photo 
U.S. Hep. Wes Cooley talked about some of the allegations 
against him at a press conference in Medford Tuesday, but left 
many questions unanswered. The status of some of ti e contro- 
versies he's embroiled in: 


D 

D 
i 
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Allegation: 
Cooley never paid a court-ordered di- 
vorce settlement to his former wife, 


egon Voter's Pamphlet, 
ley lied about being a member of. 


Allegation 
Kappa, a nationall 


Military record: 
_ Allegation: Response: 
Cooley, a member of the U.S. Army's ` Cooley still maintains he went to Ko- 
Special Forces, lied in Voters' Pam- rea, but refused to name comrades 
phlets and compaign materials about ` he served with or the areas he went 
serving in Korea during the Korean to and said he couldn't remember 
Conflict. when he was there. 


Marriage and veterans’ benefits: 


Allegation: Response: 
Cooley's wife, Rosemary Herron Coo- ` Cooley, citing an ongoing VA investi- 
ley, illegally collected tens of thou- gation, refused to answer questions 
sands of survivor's benefits after the about Rosemary Cooley's benefits. ` 
death of her first husband, a Marine fli- Cooley for the first time did release 
er, while living with Wes Cooley. VA the couple's confidential California 
rules say benefits end.aftera survivor marriage certificate, which shows 
.remarries or holds herself publicly te — they were married on Dec. 10, 1993. 
` be married; Rosemary Heron and ` 
Wes Cooley lived together as early as 
- 1977 and signed public documents as 
man and wife as early as 1985, 


she'd "never get a dime." With interest, 
the amount of the settlement has 


grown to more than $87,000. 
on their Deschutes County ranch with- 


Out taking out required building per, 


Beverly Charbonneau, and vowed 
Educational credentials 
| mits, They operated a vitamin pla 
an exclusive farm use zone until the — 
_ State shut it down for other reasons. 


Divorce settlement 


Inthe 1994 Or 


Cool 


Phi. Beta 
` ou academic honorary. 


- The Cooleys have built six Structures: 


E Building permits and zoning 


Personal taxes: 


Allegation: Response: 
Cooley claimed the son of an acquaint- Cooley said the man, Richard Jen- 
ance who worked for nine years atthe — sen, was treated “like a son," adding 
Cooley's Central Oregon ranch as a that he took the deduction on the ad- 
dependent on his personal income tax- “vice of his accountant. He insisted he 
es: P owever, Internal Revenue Service did not receive a tax break for claim- 
laws don't allow a taxpayer to claim ing Jensen. 

such a deduction if the person is given 


other compensation such as room and 
board in exchange for work. 


Stonewalling may ` 


end Cooley career 


By Brad Cain mer chairman of the Oregon Re- : 
AP Staff Writer publican Party, “I think Republi- | 


SALEM — It was supposed to cans will stay home and not vote , 


be US. Rep. Wes Cooley’s chance to for him while the Democrats will 
clear the air, to assure his con- come out in droves for their guy.” 
stituents that he hasn't been lying Portland pollster Tim Hibbitts 
to them about his past. said Cooley probably hurt his re- 
But Cooley’s combative de- election chances more than he 
meanor, his repeated press baiting helped them with his refusal to an- 


and his non-responses to some key ower questions about his marriage | 
and his military | 


questions left a 
stench of politi- e 
cal death around 
his re-election B ful to listen to,” 
campaign. i Hibbitts said. 
In the wake "When a guy 
of Cooley's shaky performance at says, ‘I served in Korea, but can't 
his Medford news conference, a remember anything about it, he 
U.S. House seat that once was safe- just opens himself up to ridicule” 


record. 
“It was pain- 


ly in Republican control seemed Cooley's news conference was ` 


even more in danger of falling into noteworthy in that it marked one . 
Democratic hands in November. of the most strident attacks on the ` 
The fact is, that Cooley missed news media in recent Oregon polit- ` 


what might have been his best op- ical history. 


portunity to set the record straight. The Republican congressman ` 
It's anyone's guess as to why he felt waved around a copy of the Nation- | 


compelled to conduct a news con- al Enquirer, blamed the reporters 


‘ference just to stonewall reporters in the audience for continuing to fo- . 


who pressed him for more details cus on his travails, and at one point 
about his background. 


insinuated that the actions of an ` 


Cooley has made it clear to Oregonian reporter had led to the | 


GOP officials that he has no inten- recent death of Cooley’s elderly 
tion of getting out of the November aunt. 

general election race that will pit One of those who attended, 
him against Democrat Mike Dugan state Rep. John Watt, R-Medford, 


of Bend. said Cooley's repeated attacks on | 
Still, some Republicans around the news media probably did noth- | 
Oregon have made it clear they ing to shore up his standing with | 


L 


think the time has come for the most 2nd District residents. “It | 
freshman congressman to step didn't help President Nixon when ` 


aside and let someone else run as he tried to blame everything on the 
the Republican candidate this fall. press.” 


Aside from applying public or It’s not just those pesky re- | 
private pressure on him to quit, porters that Cooley has to worry | 
there is nothing the state or na- about, though. Indications from . 


tional GOP can do to force Cooley last week’s primary are that half 


` out of the race. the registered Republicans sat it 
i “He is in a state of denial, and out rather than vote for Cooley. 

| his chances of being re-elected are He was alone on the May ballot, 
| slim to none,” said Craig Berkman, of course. But he won't be alone on 
the November ballot. 
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Approved By: 
Drafted By: 
Case ID #: _26G-PD-40803 (Pending) 


Title: [ — — — — — —7] be 
FAG-DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS b7C 
UNREMARRIED WIDOW'S BENEFITS 


opsis: Meeting po EE for[ | |] Pe 
Wes Cooley, at his office in Portland, Oregon. RIC 


Details: iter met with Attorney for sijè 
Wes Cooley, at his office in Portland, Oregon. At Bic 

this meeting advised Writer that — ]made contact 

with Stiens, Mitchell, Mezinas law firm in Washington, D.C. 

(202) 737-7777, and had retained the services m e 


an associate attorney for 


arranged a conference call between SA b6 
himself and during which conversation SA bic 
as advised that would be the lead attorney for the 
and it was his recommendation that any interview with the 
be SA A that with 
his prior dealings with the FBI and federal investigations, that 
even if his client had met with the investigators the 
investigation would be necessary to substantiate his client's 
statement. Therefore, he would rather have the investigation 
proceed prior to his client being interviewed. This would allow 
him to become more familiar with the case, as well as provide the 
investigative agencies the opportunity to obtain information 
which they may want to have prior to a formal interview of his 
client. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


To: Portland From: Portlan 
Re: 46G-PD-40803, 05/20/1996 


During the conference call, there was di i as to 
what the investigation was going to focus on. SA advised 
oe een GE investigation would center around the 


allegations alread ublicly known concerning the actual marriage 
date of to Congressman Wes Cooley, and her 
eligibility for unremarried widow's benefits from the Veterans 
Affairs and to what extent her and/or Wes Cooley's knowledge 
pertaining to her continued eligibility for those benefits, and 
whether or not her continuing to receive those benefits while 
living with, or as allegations indicate, married to Wes Cooley, 
were in violation of her eligibility. The investigation would 
not just center on the existence of a prior marriage license, but 
involve numerous documents pertaining to how and when 

EE representing themselves as husband and wife to the 
general public and within their social circles. 


[| and[ kxpressed the desire to cooperate 


and have open communication with the government's attorney and/or 
investigators assigned to this matter, but at this particular 
point re-emphasized they felt it was not the time to make their 
client available for an interview. Based upon that decision, SA 

ade the attorneys aware that a full field investigation 
wou egin immediately and that more than likely the word would 
get out that the FBI and Veterans Administration, OIG Offices, 
were conducting a criminal investigation in reference to their 
client's eligibility for the Veterans Affairs benefits. The 
attorneys advised they were very much aware of that and did not 
want to have the investigation delayed any longer by them giving 
the investigators an impression their client would be made 
available up front. 


Based on the above, SA[ Jeontactea[ —  ] 


the VA-OIG investigator, and advised him of the opinions 

of attorneys, at which time he advised that he would 
more than likely be in Portland the week of May 20 to start 
conducting several interviews in the Portland and Bend areas. 
Writer advised] — Ire Portland FBI would be providing 
assistance where available for the interviews, as well as to help 
conduct investigation relative to documents such as financial 
records, medical records, dental records, education records, and 


property records relating t ^ | ] 
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‘By Scott Sonner 
AP Staff Writer 
and Bulletin staff reports 

WASHINGTON — USS. Rep. 
Wes Cooley says bel respond to a 
legations of various wrongdoing 
shortly before the May 21 primary 
election, according to news reports 
this morning. 

Meanwhile, prominent Republi- 
cans in Oregon’ s 2nd Congressional 
District and others in Washington 
say Cooley must come up with an- 
swers to the most serious allega- 
tions, such as a charge that his 
wife Rosemary was improperly col- 
lecting veterans survivor's benefits, 
to save his political future. 

. Three of Cooley’s aides — Dave 

Redmond, his chief of staff in 
Washington D.C.; John Snider, di- 
rector of his district office in Ore- 
gon, and caseworker Michelle Cop- 
pola — announced their resigna- 
tions Monday. 

Tony Williams, chief of staff for 
fellow Northwesterner Sen. Slade 


Gorton, R-Wash., called the resig- 
nations a significant development 
that signaled “big trouble” for Coo- 


touni 
e 
<< 


“The Korean War thing is not a 
big deal. The 
April Fool’s joke 
you can laugh at,” 
Williams said 
Tuesday in an in- 
terview with The 
Associated Press. 
"Had those 
just been the is- 
sues — politically 
he would be fine. ` 
All he had to do was stand up and 
say, ‘The big liberal newspaper in 


Portland wants to take out the. 


Eastern Oregon Republican,’ ” he 
said. 

“But now it seems like every 
single day there is something new 
going on,” he said. 

Former U.S. Rep. Bob Smith, 
who retired from Congress two 
years ago, lives in Medford and re- 


‘For this to occur 
tells me there is a 
big problem.’ 


eee E 


GOP « edgy over Cooley charges : 


mains extremely popular among 
Republicans in the district, isn’t 
talking to reporters, his secretary 
said Tuesday. 

However, The Oregonian report- 
ed this morn- 
ing that Smith 
met with Jack- 
son County 
Sheriff C.W. 
Smith and told 
him potential 
candidates 
should not 
make any fur- 
ther moves be- 
fore the primary. 


` “He's simply telling everybody ` 


to be cool and calm, and we can ad- 
dress this when we get through the 
the primary,” C.W. Smith said. 

The two Smiths are not related. 

The newspaper also said Cooley 
plans to release a “white paper” 
shortly before the election that he 
said would answer allegations. 

Cooley had no comment, said 


his new spokesman, Chris 
Matthews. 

Cooley, a freshman running un- 
opposed in the May 21 primary for , 
the GOP nomination from Eastern 
and Southern Oregon’s 2nd Dis- 
trict, has been accused of lying 
about his war record, marriage, 
academic record and a variety of fi- 
nancial arrangements. 

Williams said he knew Red- 
mond and was “sure it was a 
wrenching decision for him.” 

“Staff members build these 
bonds that are so tight that you are 
willing to go into a bunker for your 
boss unless something really dra- 
matic happens that breaks that 
bond,” Williams said. “For this to 
occur tells me there is a big prob- 
Tem.” 

Cooley apparently plans on 
staying in office, however, a Wash- ` 
ington, D.C., publication reported | 
this morning. The congressman’s 
office was closed Friday so the car- ` 
pet could be replaced. | 
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| Cooleys ^ 
must wait 
for license 


ALFALFA — U.S. Rep Wes 
Cooley and his wife, Rosemary, 
cannot continue to operate a vita- 
min repackaging business at their 
Alfalfa ranch until they obtain a li- 
cense, the state Department of 
Agriculture said Monday. 

À state inspector gave Cooley a 
notice over the weekend that the 
business, Rose Labs Inc., must be 
inspected. 

There is no penalty for not hav- 
ing the agriculture license, said 
Bruce Pokarney, spokesman for 
the Department of Agriculture. 

Cooley's lawyer, John DiLoren- 


zo, said Monday that he was not ' 


aware of the Department of Ágri- 
culture order and had no comment. 

Meanwhile, Clackamas County 
has agreed to conduct an investi- 


gation into whether the Cooleys : 


have proper permits for several 


buildings they've erected at the ` 


ranch since moving there in the 
early 1980s, and whether Rose 


Labs Inc. is an allowed use under : 
the ranch’s exclusive farm use zon- 


ing. 
Deschutes County building offi- 


cials asked Clackamas County to ` 
step in because George Read, De- ' 


schutes County’s community devel- 
opment director, has declared a 
possible conflict of interest in the 
case. 

Read is related by marriage to 
Deschutes County District Attor- 
ney Mike Dugan, who is a Demo- 
cratic candidate for Cooley’s 2nd 
Congressional District seat. Cooley 


is unopposed in today’s primary . 


election. 

A Clackamas County 
spokesman said he didn’t know 
when an investigation would be 
completed. 
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| 
as 


new fight arises 


By Jeff Nielson 
Bulletin Staff Writer 
and The Associated Press 

Embattled U.S. Rep. Wes Cooley 
is backing away from a promise to 
answer questions this week about 
his marriage, war record and other 
issues. 

Meanwhile, his ex-wife is re- 
newing a drive to collect thousands 
from an unpaid divorce settlement, 
amid allegations in The Oregonian 
newspaper that he lied under oath 
in an effort to thwart her. 

About two weeks ago, the first- 
term Oregon Republican promised 
delivery within 15 days of a “white 


- paper" dealing with key questions, 


including whether his current wife, 
Rosemary Herron Cooley, might 
have improperly collected up to 
$140,000 in veterans’ benefits. 
With the Saturday deadline ap- 
proaching for Cooley’s first detailed 
response to the avalanche of allega- 
tions, new press aide Chris 
Matthews said Cooley hadn’t 
meant to set a firm timeline. His 
intend, Matthews said, was merely 
to indicate “he would be saying 
something in the near future.” 
Meanwhile, thé renewed atten- 


tion to Cooley’s tangled affairs has. 


convinced ex-wife Beverly Char- 
bonneau to make another attempt 
to collect on an old judgment. 

A key development came with 
allegations in today’s Oregonian 
that Cooley lied under oath in 1979 


when he denied involvement in the ` 


purchase of a house in California. 
The newspaper cited documents 


showing Cooley had co-signed a | 


$76,000 promissory note in 1977 to 
buy a house shared with Herron, 
but had tried to keep his role se- 
cret, to the point of sworn denials. 


His denials are significant be- | 
cause he was being questioned | 


about his finances in order to get 
him to pay a court-ordered divorce 
judgment of $27,952. At 7 percent a 
year, that judgment has grown to 
more than $80,000, according to 
Charbonneau. 

Cooley had repeatedly had been 
in arrears on child-support pay- 
ments that a judge had ordered in 
1975. In the September 1979 depo- 
sition, he said he would never work 
again and vowed his ex-wife “would 
never get a dime.” , 

In the deposition, Cooley said 
he was paying $500 a month to 


Herron as rent for the house in | 


Mission Viejo, Calif. He repeatedly 
denied knowledge about her financ- 
ing of the residence. 

But according to documents ob- 
tained by The Oregonian, Cooley 
and Herron had both signed a note 
obligating them to repay the 1977 
loan on the house. 

The delay in responding to key 
issues — including his marriage to 
Herron, the questionable veterans 


benefits she received, his disputed | 


claims to have served in Korea, 
wage and tax issues arising from 
his employment of a ranch hand on 
dubious terms and his ducking of 
obligations from his divorce — 
have fueled growing doubt about 
Cooley’s political future. 


-= -=m gel 
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Oregonians add their questions to the pile facing 
the embattled freshman Republican today 


oday, Rep. Wes Cooley has his say. 
For weeks, residents in Oregon’s sprawling 2nd Congressional District 
have watched with growing discomfort as their freshman representative 
has been accused.of a series of misrepresentations. 
How could he claim to have been a veteran of the Korean War when he 
seemed to have spent the time at an Army base in North Carolina? Did his 
wife improperly collect survivor benefits from the Department of Veterans 
l Affairs? Did he improperly claim an employee as a dependent on his tax return? 
Those are among the questions the Oregon Republican is expected to address at 
9:45 a.m. today at the Reston Hotel in Medford at an open meeting with con- 
stituents and the news media. Cooley’s staff said he will provide documents that 
will help counter the criticisms made against him. - 
The answers Cooley provides could help determine whether he retains "INSI 
enough political strength to continue running for re-election. State Sen. 
Gene Timms, R-Burns, a supporter of Cooley's 1994 election, echoed what W DETARS: A 
many Republicans in the district are saying. | 
“He needs to come clean," Timms said, “and I don’t know ifhe can do that.” ing CooleA7 
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“Td like to get to 
the bottom of that 
Korean War thing. 
Did you serve over 
there or not?” 


Charlie Rayner, 
handyman and licensed 
contractor, Redmond 


ANGELA CARA PANCRAZIO/The Oregonian 


“Can we see what 
marital status you 
claimed on your 
tax returns for the 
last 10 years?” 
John B. Spring, 


60, retired accountant, 
Gearhart 


“The marriage 
thing. Why are you 
wanting to keep 
the whole thing a 
secret if you have 
nothing to hide? 
I've never met a 
soul who didn't 
want to talk about 
his wedding date.” 
Pete Jaeger, 


35, an Ashland engineer 
and registered Democrat 


“Why cant you 
just come forward 
and tell the 
truth?” 


Rebecca Janes, 

a retiree and Republican 
voter who lives 

in Terrebonne 


"| want to know 
why you didnt 
answer the 
questions before 
the election." 


Kelley Tracey, 

18, of Medford, 

à Republican who voted 
for the first time May 21 


“What bills 
have you 
authored and 
introduced in 
your first year 


-and a half in 


Congress?" 


Dick Ritchey, 

44, Salem, 

hearings representative 
for the state of Oregon 


A look at the controversies involving Rep. Wes Cooley, R-Ore. 


War Record 
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Cooley has made 
" these claims 
about his 
military service: 
«“Army Special 

a Forces, Korean 
War in the 1992 primary election 
Voters’ Pamphlet: 

*"U.S. Army, Korean War" in the 
1992 general election pamphlet. 

* "Army Special Forces, Korea” in 
the 1994 primary and general 
election pamphlets. 


Cooley's wife, 
Rosemary 
Herron Cooley, 
collected 
federal 

3 veterans’ 
benefits as an unmarried widow 
after the death of her first 
husband, a Marine captain, in 
1965, and continued to receive 
them until 1994. The Coaleys 
notified the Department of 
Veterans Affairs to-cancel the 
benefits after their marriage in 


QUESTIONS AND CONTRADICTIONS INVESTIGATIONS COOLEY'S RESPONSE SO FAR 


Cooley's military records contain no 
evidence that he served in the Korean 
War. His records show he did not finish 
basic training until after the war ended, 
and his ex-wife says he never left the 
United States during his service: 


Wes Cooley and Rosemary Heron livad 
together since at least 1977 and 
presented themselves as a married 
couple in these instances: 
sin May 1985, Cooley and Herron signed 
loan papers that identified them-as 
"husband and wife.” 
“In October 1986, Cooley registered to 
vote in Deschutes County, identifying 
Rosemary as his "spouse;" 
sin June 1992, Cooley and Herron 
signed loan papers that listed them as 
husband and wife: 
«in August 1992, Cooley three times 
referred to his "wife" in a sworn affidavit 
he gave the state Elections Division, 
which was investigating his claims of 
residency in Oregon Senate District 28. 
ein August 1992, Cooley registered to 
vote in Crook County, identifying 
Rosemary as his "spouse." 
«in October 1992, Rosemary registered 
to vote in Crook County, identifying 
Cooley as her "spouse." 
«In campaign literature for his 1992 
Oregon Senate campaign, Cooley 
referred to Rosemary as his “wife.” 


State law makes it a felony to 
knowingly provide false 
information in the Voters’ 
Pamphlet, an official campaign 
document. The Oregon secretary 
Of state is investigating Cooley's 
claims, 


Federal law prohibits military 
widow benefits to anyone who 
“lived with another person of the 
opposite sex and held herself out 
openly to the public to be the 


spouse of such other person.” The 
-Department of Veterans Affairs is ` 


investigating and has asked the 


“FBI tò monitor the inquiry in case 


it shows evidence of fraud. 


Cooley maintains he served briefly 
in Korea but has not provided 
evidence or details about that 
service. He has deleted references 
to the Korean War from his 1996 
Voters’ Pamphlet statement. 


Cooley and Herron signed loan 
documents in 1985 knowing the 
papers falsely identified them as 
“husband and wife.” He feared 
they would not receive the loan if 
the bank learned they were 
unmarried. He does not remember 
filling out the voter registration 
card listing Rosemary as his wife. 
He says she may have presented 
herself being as married to him 
out of embarrassment that they 
were living together but not 
married. He has not responded to 
requests for comment about other 
instances before 1993 in which he 
said she was his wife. 


Education | Property TU me ` 


An acquaintance 
... Of Godlay's from 
California lived. 
and worked on 
T his ranch near 

S Bend for nine 
years, ending in 1995. 


In sworn testimo- 
ny during à prop- 
erty settlement 
dispute with his: 
first wife, Cooley 
denied his role in 
the purchase of a Southern 
California home where he lived 
with Rosemary Herron in the late 
1970s. 


In 1994, Cooley 
claimed in his 
Voters' Pamphlet 
statement to be a. 
member of Phi 
Beta Kappa; an 
honorary academic society. In 
1979, Cooley said in a sworn 
deposition that he held.a law 
degree and a master's degree, 


Cooley acknowledges he paid the man, 
Richard Jensen, and claimed him as a 


dependent on his personal tax returns. 


Jensen says Cooley promised him a 
share of the ranch and the vitamin- 
packaging business the Cooleys operate. 
on the ranch. | 


Cooley and Herron both signed a 
promissory-note for the Southern 
California property. It later was traded. 
for the Bend ranch where they now. live: 


Cooley was never a Phi Beta Kappa 
member and holds no law or master's 
degree; 


Internal Revenue Service rules do 


“not allow a taxpayer to claim the 
$2,500 deguction for a dependent 
“ifthe support of that dependent is 


in reality compensation given in 
exchange for work. It is not known 
whether the IRS is investigating. 


None. 


S 


A.1994 state Elections Division 
investigation concluded that Cooley 
did not intend to provide false 
information to the Voters' 
Pamphlet when he claimed to be 4 


«Phi Beta Kappa member. 


Cooley says he treated Jensen like 
a son but never promised him a 
share of the ranch or the business. 


E 


He claimed he mistakenly confused 
Phi Beta Kappa with another 
Greek-letter organization he joined 
while a student at El Camino 
Community College in California. 
He has not commented about his 
misstatements regarding degrees 
he does not hold. 


OR 


Portland, 


A-1&A-12&A-13 
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He says he still doesn t have all the answers 


By DOUG BATES and ERIC GORSKI 


Correspondents, The Oregonian 


MEDFORD — U.S. Rep. Wes Cooley re- 
turned to his Oregon district Tuesday to say 
he still doesn't have all the answers to nag- 
ging questions about his integrity. 


Instead, a sometimes noisy crowd of about 
150 journalists and political supporters saw 
the Republican congressman repeatedly 
wave a copy of a national tabloid while issu- 
ing a blistering attack on "the liberal 


WES COOLEY RESPONDS 


‘The truth is out there’ 


media” he says are out to get him. 

"Dm here to tell you the things I can tell 
you. The things I can't tell you, [ just can't 
tell you," Cooley said in remarks aired na- 
tionally on C-SPAN cable network. 

“The truth is out there. We've just got to 
find it." 

Cooley's office had billed the event, which 
lasted more than an hour, as a forum at 
which he would address questions that have 
dogged him for weeks. Among them are 
whether he falsely claimed in state voters' 


pamphlets to have fought in Korea and 
whether his wife might have improperly re- 
ceived Veterans Affairs widow benefits. 


However, Cooley refused to answer ques- 
tions about his wife's benefit checks, saying 
he couldn't do so while the matter is under 
investigation by the Department of Veterans 
Affairs. And he provided no documents — or 
names of surviving Army colleagues — to 


Please turn to 
COOLEY, Page A13 
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Wi REACTION: Rep. 
Wes Cooley's pub- 
lic appearance 
Tuesday did little to 
reassure Oregon 
Republicans wor- 
ried about holding 
onto his U.S. 
House seat/ A12 


The Republican congressman returns to Oregon to publicly answer questions 


Cooley: He will restore Korea 


reference to voters’ guide 


lil Continued from Page One 
back up his claim that he saw com- 
bat duty in Korea. 

Cooley offered no apologies. But 
he acknowledged he has made mis- 
takes. 

"Tm not a slick politician," he 
said. "I have not lived the perfect 
life, free from mistakes and some- 
times poor judgment. . .. 

"Perhaps I'm naive to believe that 
the primary focus would be on the 
performance of my congressional 
duties rather than baseless accusa- 
tions concerning my dated personal 
history. But I also believe living a 
life like an ordinary person has 
made me better to represent the peo- 
ple of this district." 

Cooley stood alone at a lectern 
bristling with microphones and 
camera wires. Cooley alternately 
called upon reporters and constitu- 
ents — a mix of skeptics and loyal- 
ists. 

One man lauded Cooley's stance 
on salvage timber; another asked 
whether he felt empathy for Hillary 
Rodham Clinton. The meeting 
veered toward the chaotic at times 
as reporters and constituents 
Shouted questions on top of one an- 
other. 

Pressed for details of his military 
service, Cooley told reporters he had 
served with the 10th Special Forces 
Army Group in Korea. Military his- 
torians said, however, that the unit 
was trained for European missions 
and served in Germany, not Korea. 

In response to questions, Cooley 
identified his commanding officer in 
Korea as "Sgt. Maj. Poppy" but said 
Poppy apparently has died. Cooley 
said he could not remember the 
names of anyone else he served with 
in Korea. 

"But I did serve my country in 
Korea," he insisted. 

Cooley repeated earlier explana- 
tions that his military records were 
destroyed in a warehouse fire. He of- 
fered few details or reminiscences 
about his experiences in the 1950-53 
war, although he did say he arrived 
overseas by plane via Tokyo. 

Cooley's military record is signifi- 
cant because he claimed in official 
Oregon voters' guides that he served 
in Korea. After doubts about that as- 
sertion were raised in news reports, 
the Oregon secretary of state's office 
opened an inquiry to determine 
whether state election laws had 
been violated. 

On the advice of others, Cooley 


said, he removed the Korea refer- 
ence from biographical material 
submitted for last week's primary 
election, in which he ran unopposed 
but received less than 50 percent of 
the Republican vote. On Tuesday, 
though, he called the deletion of his 
war record a mistake and said he 
will restore the reference to the Vot- 
ers' Pamphlet for the November gen- 
eral election. 


Accounts questioned 

People who knew Cooley in the 
service or are familiar with it ques- 
tioned his accounts. 

Lester J. Swenson, who trained at 
Fort Bragg at the same time Cooley 
did, remembers talking to him 
often. Swensen was at Fort Hragg 
when Cooley arrived after para- 
chute training in April 1953 and re- 
mained there a few months after 
Cooley's discharge in July 1954. 

“If Cooley went to Korea, it's a 
new one on me," Swensen said. “His 
timing alone makes no sense." 

Some special forces soldiers who 
trained at Fort Bragg went to Korea 
but were reassigned to another unit, 
primarily the 8240th Army Group. 
"You were no longer a part of the 


MICHAEL LLOYD/The Oregonian 


Zane Phoenix, a 
retired teacher 
from Medford, 
listens to Rep. 
Wes Cooley on 
Tuesday. Later, 
Phoenix said he 
didn't know how 
anyone who 
served in the 
military could 
forget the expe- 
rience. 


10th. ... We were permanently reas- 
signed to Korea,” retired Brig. Gen. 
George Gaspard said. Gaspard was 
among the first group of 24 special 
forces soldiers trained at Fort Bragg 
and then diverted to Korea in the 
spring of 1953. 

“He was not in our group, and I 
don't recall his name,” Gaspard 
said. 

On the topic of his marriage, Cool- 
ey provided copies of a marriage 
certificate and said publicly for the 
first time that he and Rosemary 
Herron were married Dec. 10, 1993. 

He repeated explanations that he 
and Herron might have said they 
were married before they actually 
were because she was embarrassed 
that they were living together with- 
out being married. 

At one point Tuesday, when a re- 
porter handed him a copy of the 
voter registration card that Cooley 
had filled out and signed in 1992, the 
congressman admitted he had false- 
ly claimed on the card to be married 
to Rosemary Herron. 

In response to a question, Cooley 
denied that he ever claimed to have 
advanced academic degrees. “I don’t 
know where that came from,” he 


said, acknowledging that he does 
not have such degrees. 

In a deposition Cooley gave under 
oath in 1979, in connection with the 
property settlement in his divorce 
from his first wife, Cooley testified 
that he had a law degree and a mas- 
ter’s degree. 


‘Not a professional politician’ 

Cooley said he didn’t know what 
he would do if the Veterans Affairs 
inquiry finds wrongdoing. 

He sidestepped suggestions that 
he might face pressure to drop out 
of the 2nd Congressional District 
race to help avoid a Republican de- 
feat in November. But he acknowl- 
edged his political career might be 
short. 

“Pm not a professional politician. 
I don’t believe in it,” he said. “I 
think you should get in there and 
serve your time and then get out 
and let someone else do it. 

“And that’s what I’m going to do if 
you allow me to. If you don’t allow 
me to, DU go back to the ranch, and 
that will be the end of it.” 

Four times during his 75-minute 
news conference, Cooley held up an 
issue of the National Enquirer tab- 


loid featuring a story about singer 
Michael Jackson and Lisa Marie 
Presley on the cover. 

“This,” Cooley said, “is what this 
is all about.” 

In an attack on what he called the 
sensationalism of Oregon news 
media, Cooley referred to two re- 
quests he had made for retractions. 

One involves statements that 
Cooley's daughter, Lisa Rodriguez, 
and a friend of Cooley's, Walt Ful- 
ton, made to a reporter for The Ore- 
gonian about Cooley's marriage to 
Rosemary Herron Cooley. 

Rodriguez and Fulton attended 
the 1993 wedding in California. Ful- 
ton told The Oregonian that the cer- 
emony was billed as a renewal of 
their vows and that Cooley said he 
and Rosemary had married about 10 
years earlier in Mexico. Lisa Rodri- 
guez confirmed those details. 

In their retraction demands, Ful- 
ton denied making those comments, 
and Rodriguez said she had never 
spoken with the reporter. 

The Oregonian determined it had 
accurately quoted the two and de- 
clined to retract. 

The second retraction demand in- 
volves reports carried in The Bul- 


letin of Bend about the farm tax de- 
ferral on Cooley’s ranch near Bend. 
Cooley criticized The Oregonian for 
failing to retract The Bulletin’ Si 
story. However, The Oregonian did' 
not publish the Bulletin story about 
the tax deferral. 

The county assessor later dey 
termined that the land the Cooleys 
use for their vitamin packaging op; 
eration is taxed at full value. The 
Oregonian published that finding. . 

Cooley’s performance Tuesday 
didn’t draw much support from fel- 
low Republicans in Oregon. i 

And at least one citizen who at- 
tended the session remained puz-, 
zled. 

“I voted for him in '94, and I sup- 
port his voting record, but I still 
have some real reservations about 
him," said Stan Grout, 68, a Medford 
Republican who turned out hoping 
to hear Cooley give a career- saving 
performance. 

“I still have questions, especially! 
about his military record, being a 
veteran myself,” said Grout, a re- 
tired school administrator. “If hi 
clears it up, I'll support him, but i 
he doesn’t clear it up, I probably 
won't.” 
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says he has not lived a life “free from mistakes and sometimes poor judgment.” 


Rep. Wes Cooley, addressing reporters and constituents Tuesday in Medford, 


Public appearance provides GOP little comfort 


ill Some prominent Republicans, 
worried about losing Cooley's 
seat, ask him to end his re- 
election campaign 


By JEFF MAPES 
of The Oregonian staff 


MEDFORD — Rep. Wes Cooley's 
an pu before the news media 


an public Tuesday failed to re- 
ass Republicans worried about 
holding onto his U.S. House seat. 

Several prominent Republicans 
openly called for Cooley to drop his 
re-election bid. Others said Cooley, a 
freshman, still has a lot more ex- 
plaining to do about a series of al- 
leged misstatements. 

“I'm just as confused now as when 
I walked in," state Rep. John Watt, 
R-Medford, said after the 75-minute 
combination news conference and 
town hall meeting. "I'm frustrated, 
Pm angry." 

Watt, who previously had re- 
frained from public comment about 
Cooley, said the "best thing for the 
congressman to do is to resign as 
Soon as possible" from his campaign 
for Q: term. 

ké rtainly didn't think he an- 
swered the allegations in a meaning- 
ful or factual way,” said Oregon 
House Majority Leader Lynn Lund- 
quist, R-Powell Butte, who also call- 
ed on Cooley to drop his re-election 
bid. 

However, the Oregon Republican 
Party chairman, Sen. Randy Miller 
of West Linn, said he wants to give 
Cooley more time to “provide more 
substantial documentation” that 
will answer the questions about his 
background. 

In the absence of that, Miller said, 
Cooley will have a “very high hur- 
dle" to re-election in the Nov. 5 gen- 


MICHAEL LLOYD/The Oregonian 


Jack Vaughn of Elk Creek sald during Tuesday's town hall meeting that Cooley should be judged on his congres- 
sional effectiveness, not his personal life. 


eral election. “The ideal candidate 
in this district doesn't have these 
questions surrounding the cam- 
paign," Miller said. 

Rita Swyers, a Hood River resi- 
dent who is one of Oregon's two rep- 
resentatives on the Republican Na- 
tional Committee, said Cooley did 
an "excellent job" of dealing with 
"media that have been very unfair 
to him." 

In Washington, D.C., Republican 
leaders were publicly supportive. 
"We believe our members when 
they say charges like this are over- 
blown," said Mike Franc, spokes- 
man for House Majority Leader 


Dick Armey, R-Texas. 

Several Republicans said party 
leaders would gauge voter reaction 
to Cooley's appearance during the 
next few days before deciding 
whether to pressure Cooley to drop 
out. 

"This is a critical three days," 
said Dan Lavey, campaign manager 
for Republican Senate candidate 
Gordon Smith. Lavey said it is cru- 
cial for Smith that the GOP has a 
strong House candidate in the most- 
ly conservative 2nd Congressional 
District, which covers most of east- 
ern and part of southern Oregon. 

Cooley was unopposed in last 


week's primary, although a majority 
of GOP voters in his district left the 
ballot blank or wrote in someone 
else's name. He can withdraw from 
the race as late as Aug. 30, and it 
would be up to Republican precinct 
officials in the district to choose a 
replacement. 

Three people -— state Sen. Greg 
Walden of Hood River, former Jack- 
son County Sheriff C.W. Smith and 
Christian broadcaster Perry Atkin- 
son of Medford — are possible candi- 
dates. Atkinson and Smith both ran 
against Cooley in the 1994 primary. 

All three said Cooley didn't make 
the case that he can keep the 2nd 


District in Republican hands. 

"T think he’s running out of time," 
Walden said. “He's got to make the 
decision that is best for him and the 
district.” 

Some voters who attended Cool- 
ey's event said the congressman 
made a persuasive case that he is a 
victim of sensational news coverage. 

“I believe what's been done to him 
is incredible, by the media and the 
power of the media,” said Peg Weid- 
man, a Central Point cattle rancher 
who was one of about 15 Cooley sup- 
porters who met privately with him 
Monday night for a preview of his 
Tuesday presentation. 

“His record in Washington is 
solid. It can't be attacked,” said Jim 
Sevcik, a Central Point log hauler. 
“So now it's gotten down to a dirt- 
and-sleaze campaign.” 

But Barbara Grey, a veteran Re- 
publican precinct official from Med- 
ford, said Cooley had lost his effec- 
tiveness. “For the sake of the 
district and our representation in 
Congress, the best thing would be 
for him to step down from the nomi- 
nation,” she said. 

While the Republicans fretted, the 
Democrats said their odds of win- 
ning the district were getting better. 

“It is the same stuff" from Cooley, 
said Wayne Kinney, press secretary 
for Democratic nominee Mike 
Dugan. "Cooley did not help him- 
self, he hurt himself.” 

By the end of the news conference, 
Cooley seemed to recognize he 
hadn't diminished the political 
storm facing him. Asked whether he 
would have been convinced by his 
explanations if he had been in the 
audience, Cooley sighed. "Probably 
not," he said. 


Brent Walth of The Oregonian 
staff and correspondent Eric Gorski 
contributed to this report. 


In the course of his news confer- 
ence Tuesday, U.S. Rep. Wes Cooley, 
R-Ore., offered answers to some of 
the questions posed by readers of 
The Oregonian, including: 


WAR RECORD 


áá ld like to 
get to the 
bottom of that 
Korean War 
thing. Did you 
serve over there 
ornot? 99 


Charlle Rayner, 
handyman and licensed contractor, 
Redmond 


MWAHAT COOLEY SAID: He said he 
was in Korea during hostilities there. 
He said he was still trying to obtain 
records that proved his claim. 


MARRIAGE 


&4 The marriage 
thing. Why 

are you wanting 
to keep the 
whole thing a 
secret if you 

have nothing to 
hide? I've never WS 
met a soul who didn't want to 
talk about his wedding date. 99 


Pete Jaeger, 
35, an Ashiand engineer 
and registered Democrat 


Mi WHAT COOLEY SAID: He said he 
and Rosemary Herron Cooley were 
married Dec. 10, 1993, in Palm 
Springs, Calif. He kept the marriage 
date secret for reasons of personal 
privacy, he said. He said Rosemary 
previously had deciined to marry 
him but that she occasionally had 
presented herself as married to him 
because she was embarrassed. 


&& Can we see what marital 
status you claimed on your tax 
returns for the last 10 years? 99 


John B. Spring, 
60, retired accountant, 
Gearhart 


MWHAT COOLEY SAID: He said he 
filed an individual income tax return, 
not a joint one, before his marriage 
to Rosemary and that he did not 
claim her as a dependent. 


CREDIBILITY 


&& I want to 
hnow why 
you didn't 
answer the 
questions before 
the election. 99 


Kelley Tracey, 
18, of Medford, 
a Republican who voted 
for the first time May 21 


MWAHAT COOLEY SAID: He said he 
has said as much as he can at this 
point. Ongoing investigations — re- 
garding his service in Korea and 
Veterans Affairs benefits received by 
his wife, for example — prevented 
him from disclosing many of the de- 
tails, he said. 

Cooley said he put off the town 
meeting and news conference — 
initially scheduled May 18 — be- 
cause he had hoped to obtain docu- 
ments to better answer questions 
about such things as his military 
service and his marriage. But, he 
said, the records searches and the 
investigations have taken longer 
than expected. "Time is my enemy. 
... | know that,” he said. "Give me 
a break. Let me look for it." 


LEGISLATIVE RECORD 


&& What bills have you authored 
and introduced in your first year 
and a half in Congress? 99 


Dick Ritchey, 

44, Salem, 

hearings representative 
for the state of Oregon 


Mm WHAT COOLEY SAID: He held up 
his work on timber issues and the 
salvage logging rider, recently ap- 
proved by Congress and signed by 
President Clinton, as significant ac- 
complishments. He said he has 
worked hard on property-rights is- 
Sues, cutting taxes and eliminating 
government waste. He said he is 
proud of his voting record. "I've 
never missed a major vote," he said. 


„Godley has made 


*"L.S. Army, Korean War" in the 


QUESTIONS AND CONTRADICTIONS INVESTIGATIONS CODLEV'S RESPONSE 


Cooley's military records contain 


State law makes it a 


state is investigating 
Cooley's claims, 


Cooley insists he served in Korea and says he will put that notation back in the Oregon Voters' 
Pamphilet in the fall. 


p^ i i ‘served i felony t : e 

Mea oam: po aaa B ES Gon Gee D “There's no question that | was a dedicated member of the Special Forces unit of the U.S. Army for 

military service: did not finish basic training until information in the Nearly two years during the Korean conflict,” Cooley said. 

«“Army Special after the war ended: and his ex- Voters’ Pamphlet, an However, he refused to discuss details. “I'm involved in a process | want to get cleared up before | do 
io Forces. Korean wife says he never left the United official campaign this," Cooley said in apparent reference to his agreement not to discuss Special Forces missions. 
War" in the 1992 primary election States As his service document. The “We're trying to get some information so we can release some information. ... l'm not trying to 
Voters’ Pamphlet. Oregon secretary of dodge it. 


Cooley said he continues to try to obtain “unrefutable proof” about his time in Korea. 
Cooley said he was drafted into the Army, completed basic training, then selected for special forces. 


1992 general election pamphiet. 
e “Army Special Forces; Korea" in 
| the 1994 primary and general 
élection pamphlets. 


He said he was a “combat demolitionist.” He said he could not comment further because “it was in 
the contract" with the military that he not disclose any involvement in special operations. 

He said his commander in Korea was Sgt. Maj. Poppy, now deceased, He said he is trying to 
remember the names of some of his Army buddies at the time. 


-- War Record 


ied widow after the death of 
her first husband, a Marine 
captain, in 1965, and continued to 
."feceive them until 1994. The 
Cooleys notified the Department of 
Veterans Affairs to cancel the 
benefits after their marriage in 


them as "husband and wife.” 

lii In October 1986, Cooley 
registered to vote in Deschutes 
County, identifying Rosemary as his 
“spouse.” ; 

W in June 1992, Cooley and Herron 
signed loan papers that listed them 
as husband and wife. 

Min August 1992, Cooley 
three times referred to his 
“wife” in a sworn affidavit 
he gave the state Elections 
Division, which was 
investigating his claims of 
residency in Oregon Senate 
District 28. — 

W in August.1992, Cooley 
registered to vote in Crook 
County, identifying ` 
Rosemary as his "spouse." 
W in October 1992, 


held herself out 
openly to the public 
to be the spouse of 
such other person.” 
The Department of 
Veterans Affairs is 
investigating and has 
asked the FBI to 
monitor the inquiry in 
case it shows 
evidence of fraud. 


Cooley's wife, Wes Cooley and Rosemary Herron Federal law prohibits Cooley said he and Rosemary Herron were married Dec. 10, 1993, in Palm Springs, Calif. He 
` "^' Rosemary lived together since at least 1977 ‘military widow says she: notified the VA of the marriage and stopped receiving VA benefits, which by then 
&w w; Herron Cooley, and presented themselves as. a benefits to anyone amounted to more than $800 a month. 
Fy collected federal married couple in these instances: who "lived with: ` Cooley did not directly address questions about whether Rosemary improperly received the VA 
` véterans' W in May 1985, Cooley and Herron another person of the benefits during the years they were living together and presenting themselves as married 
benefits as an signed loan papers that identified opposite sex and Starting in the late 1970s. 


He said. the VA investigation prevents him from going into detail. 

He said he was doing all he could to clear up questions about his marital status and VA 
benefits. “I’m not trying to dodge it,” he said. "We're working on it." 

When asked why he and Rosemary didn't marry sooner, he said, "She wouldn't marry me. . . . 


` [haven't been the most polished individual.” 


Still, Cooley has said Rosemary may have presented herself as married to him before they 
were married because of embarrassment. 

Cooley also distributed a copy of a marriage certificate showing they had married Dec. 10, 
1993. Previously, they had taken legal steps to keep the date secret and fought a legal request 
by The Oregonian to make the date public. 

"We kept our marriage date secret for the sake of our personal privacy," Cooley said. He said 
he had given a copy of the marriage certificate to VA authorities. "1 don't believe you'll find that 
my relationship with my wife was illegal," he said. 

He admitted he signed loan papers in 1985 that identified the couple as husband and wife. He 
said they were worried they wouldn't qualify for the loan unless they did so. “I did it to protect 
Rosemary,” Cooley said of the false information. "We didn't try to fool anyone." 

Cooley has said he didn't remember filling out a voter registration card listing Rosemary as his 
wife in 1986. 

On Tuesday, a TV reporter asked Cooley about the 1992 voter registration listing Rosemary as 
his wife, prompting this exchange: 

Reporter: "Is that your signature?" 


Marriage & Vete"ans Affairs Benefits 


. MICHAEL LLOYD/The Oregonian Rosemary registered to vote ET e the truth?" 
Rep: Wes Cooley uses a copy of in Crook County, identifying Cooley Cooley: “No.” 5 


- the National Enquirer during his as her “spouse.” W 5 
. Tuesday news conference to make ` B in campaign literature for his 1992 | coer vee you a truthful person? 
Oregon Senate campaign; Cooley 

referred to Rosemary as: his “wife.” 


-a point about the media. 


= 
a 
D ed 
es 
e5 
= 
= 
tk 


An acquaintance 
of Cooley's from 
California lived 
` and worked on 
: his ranch near 
E Bend for nine 
, years, ending in 1995. 


In sworn testimo- 
ny during a prop» 
erty settlement 
dispute with his 
first wife, Cooley 
denied his role in 


` the purchase of a Southern 


California home where he lived 
with Rosemary Herron in the late 
1970s. 


In 1994, Cooley 
claimed in his 
Voters’ Pamphlet 
statement to bé a 
member of Phi 
Beta Kappa, an 
honorary academic society. In 
1979; Cooley said in a sworn 
-deposition that he held a law 
degree and 3 master's degree. 


Cooley acknowledges he paid the ` 
man, Richard. Jensen, and claimed 
him as a dependent on his personal 
tax returns. Jensen says Cooley 
promised him a share of the ranch 
and the vitamin-packaging business 
thé Cooleys operate oit the ranch. 


Cooley and Herron both. signed a 
promissory note for the Southern 
California property. It later was 
traded for the: Bend ranch where 
they now live. 


Cooley was never.a Phi Beta 
Kappa member and holds no law 
or. master's degree. 


"internal Revenue 


Service rules do not 
allow a taxpayer to 


“claim the $2,500 


deduction for a 
dependent if the 


«support of that 


dependent is in 

reality compensation 
given in exchange for 
work. It is not known 


"whether the IRS is 


investigating. 


None. 


A 1994 state 
Elections Division 
investigation 
concluded that 
Cooley did not 
intend to provide 
false information to 
the Voters’ 
Pamphlet when he 
claimed to be a Phi 
Beta Kappa / 
member. 


Cooley said he tried to help Jensen but “it turns out to be a bad thing or appears to be a bad 
thing." He said he treated Jensen like a son, and Jensen called him "Dad." Cooley said his help 


to Jensen included providing food, clothin 


kindness and concern," he said. 


g and car insurance. "They were given out of 


Cooley said his accountant advised him to claim Jensen as a dependent on income tax returns; 
When Cooley went to Congress early in 1995, Jensen requested a salary for work done on the 


Tuesday during his news conference. 


MICHAEL LLOYD/The Oregonian 
Rep. Wes Cooley answers questions from the media 


farm, Cooley said. When he began 
paying Jensen, Cooley said, he 
stopped declaring him as a 
dependent for tax purposes. 
Cooley has said he did not promise 
Jensen a share of the ranch. 


Cooley was not asked about his 
role in the purchase of the 
Southern California home and did 
not provide additional information 
about it. 

He said his property in Deschutes 
County was properly assessed and 
he had been assured of the legality 
of a farm deferral by county 
assessors. 


Cooley said it was “a true, honest 
mistake” that he had said he was a 
member of Phi Beta Kappa. 
Actually, he joined another Greek- 
letter organization while a student 
at El Camino Community College 
in California. He said he studied 
pre-law at El Camino Community 
College and did not hold master’s 
or law degrees. 
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State tells Cooley 
to get license for 
vitamin business 


The state Department of Agricul- 
ture has ordered U.S. Rep. Wes Cool- 
ey, R-Ore., to obtain a license for his 
vitamin repackaging business. 


Cooley cannot operate his busi- 
ness, Rose Labratories of Powell 
Butte, until he gets the license. Ob- 
taining a license takes a few days 
and requires an inspection, said 
Bruce Pokarney, spokesman for the 
Department of Agriculture. 


A state inspector gave Cooley the 
notice during the weekend. 


Rose Labs is licensed by the Board 
of Pharmacy. Pokarney said it 
would not have been unusual for 
Cooley not to have known he needed 
an agriculture license. There is no 
penalty for not having the agricul- 
ture license. 


Cooley, unopposed in the Republi- 
can primary today in the 2nd Con- 
gressional District, is facing ques- 
tions about his military service and 
his wife's collection of veterans ben- 
efits: 

Cooley's attorney, John DiLoren- 
Zo, said Monday that he was not 
aware of the Department of Agricul- 
ture order and had no comment. 
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2ND DISTRICT 


The 2nd District campaign was over- 
shadowed by questions about mis- 
statements by incumbent Rep. Wes 
Cooley. But the controversy didn’t 
change the outcome of the race in 
which Gooley was unopposed for the 
Republican nomination. On the Demo- 
cratic side, Michael T. Dugan, the Des- 
chutes County district attorney, handily 
defeated George Fuson of Vale, who 
didn’t campaign after filing to run. 


Dugan supports some environ- 
mental regulations, but doesn't like fed- 
eral mandates he thinks put unneces- 
sary burdens on ranchers and farmers. 
He also supports abortion rights. 


Freshman Cooley is fighting for his 


political life. A staunch defender of 
grazing rights and other rural causes, 


DUGAN COOLEY 
Cooley’s misstatements about his war 
record and marriage and questions 
about whether his wife improperly re- 
ceived Veterans Affairs benefits have 
caused an uproar. 


442 of 537 precincts (82%) 
Democrats 
33,548 
5,188 
Republican 
Wes Cooley (i) Unopp. 


87% 
13% 


Mike Dugan 
George Fuson 
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2nd District voters warm, 


The congressman's 
recent troubles create 
an electorate divided 


By DOUG BATES 
and ERIC GORSKI 
Correspondents, The Oregonian 


REDMOND — Despite his pile of 
problems, U.S. Rep. Wes Cooley still 
has Art Pankratz on his side. 


“I voted for Cooley the last time, 
and I voted for him again today,” 
said Pankratz, a Redmond retiree 
who showed up at the polls Tuesday 
in a Rush Limbaugh baseball cap. 
“All this stuff has come up about 
Wes, but I don’t want to believe too 
much of it because it’s the Demo- 
crats that are doing it.” 


For every Art Pankratz inter- 
viewed Tuesday in Cooley country, 
however, there was an Annette 
Snow. That could spell trouble for 
the beleaguered freshman Republi- 
can seeking re-election in Oregon's 
vast 2nd Congressional District. 


“I need to have some clarifica- 
tion," said Snow, a Medford Repub- 
lican who chose not to vote for Cool- 
ey in Tuesday's primary. "If he's 
lying, he's not a good role model... . 
He has grand ideas, but if he can't 
get people to believe and trust in 
him, he can't be effective." 


&& Wes Cooley cooked his own goose. . . . 
It's too bad. I voted for him the last time, but not again. 97 


Rebecca Janes, aTerrebonne retiree 


2nd District voters warm, cool on Cooley 


MARV BONDAROWICZ/The Oregonian 


Art Pankratz of Redmond says he voted for incumbent Wes Cooley and that 
Democrats are questioning Cooley's war record and marriage. 


Cooley ran unopposed Tuesday for 
the GOP nomination. But a sam- 
pling of Republicans in far-flung 
corners of his district — which cov- 
ers all of Eastern Oregon and part of 
Southern Oregon — reflected a deep 
divide about Cooley because of lin- 
gering questions about his war re- 
cord, his marriage, his wife’s receipt 
of Veterans Affairs benefits and an 
array of other issues. 


“I'm a Republican, but I wrote in 


Mike Dugan,” said Mary Lou Rose- 
brook, a Redmond retiree. She and 
her husband, Melvin, said they 
would support Dugan, who won the 
Democratic nomination Tuesday, in 
the November election. 


In Medford, the split about Cooley 
was especially evident between re- 
tirees Tom and Jean Nixon, both 
conservative Republicans. Tom 
Nixon voted for Cooley, but his wife 
passed on the race. 


“I just feel (Cooley) should be hon- 
est in answering and not be hedg- 
ing,” Jean Nixon said. “It’s quite ri- 
diculous he doesn’t state when he 
was married, and frankly, I don’t 
like the fact he lived with this 
woman prior to that time.” 

Tom Nixon, former owner of a 
western-wear shop, defended Cool- 
ey: "He'll vote the conservative Re- 
publican agenda, and that's more 
important." 

In Deschutes County, Terrebonne 
retiree Rebecca Janes vigorously 
disagreed. 

"Wes Cooley cooked his own 
goose," she said. "I don't think all of 
what they're saying about him is 
true, but some of it must be. It's too 
bad. I voted for him the last time, 
but not again." 

But in Central Point, Kathy Wild- 
er punched her GOP ballot for Cool- 
ey because he's in step with her 
views on term limits and partial- 
birth abortions. 

"We haven't heard his defense," 
she said. "I think he's just taking 
time to be truthful about his re- 
sponse.” 

And up in Crook County, Powell 
Butte rancher Judd Bowen said he 
didn’t let negative news reports 
keep him from casting his ballot for 
Cooley again. 

“He’s a politician,” Bowen said. 
“They all lie and cheat anyway, 
don’t they?” 
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' Wooditch said. “We wouldn't be investigating it if 
| we didn’t think there was a violation of law.” ‘ 
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FBI keeps an eye 
on federal inquiry 
of Cooley benefits 


W The bureau hasn't opened a criminal ; 
investigation but is in touch with officials 
looking into his wife's VA benefits ` 


By DAVE HOGAN and ROSE ELLEN O'CONNOR 


! of The Oregonian staff 


The FBI is monitoring a federal inquiry into 


| whether U.S. Rep. Wes Cooley’s wife improperly 


received Veterans Affairs benefits in case evi- 
dence of fraud is uncovered. ` ` 
The bureau has not opened its own criminal in- 
vestigation, said Lee Teitsworth, special agent in: : 
charge of the FBI office in Portland. ; 
"We've been in touch with the Veterans admin- i 
istration to try to determine the facts as they are ` 
known to date to determine if there is something l 
that would fall under FBI jurisdiction,” Teit- 


| sworth said Wednesday. Teitsworth would not 


comment further. f 

Other federal officials told The Oregonian that 
the Department of Veterans Affairs’ Office of the 
Inspector General is conducting a Cooley investi- 
gation. Jon Wooditch, spokesman for that office in 
Washington, D.C., would not comment on the 
Cooley case Wednesday, but he said the office only 
investigates benefits cases where fraud is sus- 
pected.. : 

“Our investigators are criminal investigators," . ; 
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his vitamin-repackaging business 


ll Continued-from Page One 

Cooley has denied wrongdoing 
and said the couple notified the VA 
as soon as they married in 1993. He 
has promised to answer questions 
about the marriage at a public meet- 
ing and news conference Tuesday in 
Medford. 


At issue is whether Rosemary 
Herron Cooley received VA survi- 
vor benefits from an earlier mar- 
riage at a time when she either was 
married to Cooley or living with 
him and presenting herself as his 
wife. Féderal law forbids a widow 
from collecting survivor benefits 
once she remarries or lives with 
someone “holding herself out openly 
to the public” as his spouse. 

The Cooleys have offered conflict- 
ing accounts of their marital status 
over the years. Federal officials said 
those conflicting statements were 
part of their decision to look into 
the situation. 


Rosemary Herron Cooley, whose 
first husband was killed in a mili- 
tary plane crash in 1965, received 
widow benefits of as much as $897 a 
month through early 1994. 


Rosemary Herron and Wes Cooley 
began sharing a house in California 
in 1976 or, 1977, according to divorce 
records fiom his previous marriage, 
which ended in 1975. 


According to some accounts, they 


x = = — 


Jater told friends and relatives they 
had been married in the early 1980s, 
and they represented themselves as 
married on various documents as 
early as 1985. 

In May 1985, for instance, they 
signed loan: papers in Deschutes 
County: that listed. them. as husband 
and wife. Wes Cooley declared Rose- 
mary as his spouse when he regis- 
tered to-vote in Bend in 1986. 

Since the controversy over widow 
benefits erupted, Cooley has said he 
married Rosemary in 1993 in Palm 
Springs, Calif. He said his wife noti- 
fied the VA of the marriage and re- 
turned checks mistakenly sent to 
her in early 1994. 


The Cooleys, however, have sealed. 


their marriage license. The Oregon- 
jan is taking legal action to open the 
record. Cooley is opposing that ef- 
fort. 

Meanwhile, the Oregon Depart- 
ment of Agriculture has shut down 
the Cooleys vitamin-repackaging 
business for lack of a proper state li- 
cense and county permits. 

A cease-and-desist order issued 


Tuesday to Rose Laboratories Inc., ` 


operated near Bend by Cooley and 
his wife, requires them to correct 
several sanitation deficiencies and 
to obtain local septic and plumbing 
permits before receiving a state li- 
cense that will allow operations to 
resume. The company buys vita- 


mins” and nutritional supplements 


in bulk from manufacturers and re- 
packages them for sale under the 
Rose Laboratories label. 

“A lot of it has to do with sanitary 
conditions," said Bruce Pokarney, 
Spokesman for the state agriculture 
agency. "We wouldn't necessarily 
close down a licensed. place for this, 
but we'd say, ‘Hey, you've got to 
deal with these issues.’ ” 

Among other sanitation problems, 
state inspector Mark Foster found 
that cases of capsules and tablets 
were being stored improperly on the 
floor and that employees using a 
restroom were sharing the same 
hand towel instead of having single- 
service towels. Foster also cited the 
lack of a sink for sanitizing equip- 
ment, separate from the sink where 
employees washed their hands, and 
he found a number of related defi- 
ciencies with the restroom they 
were using. 

“We have probably 20 to 30 in- 
stances a year where we’re made 
aware of a business that needs to be 
licensed that is not, so this is not all 
that unusual,” Pokarney said. 

“What makes it newsworthy, I 
guess, is that the business in this 
case is owned by a congressman.” 


Correspondent Doug Bates and 
Brent Walth of The Oregonian staff 
contributed to this report. 


COOLEY VOTES 


County elections officials in Oregon's 
2nd Congressional District report that 
many Republican voters left their ballots 
unmarked or wrote in a candidate in- 
stead of voting for Rep. Wes Cooley, 
who was unopposed. Here are the num- 
bers from counties where they wer 
available: . 

Blank or 
County. 
Baker 
Crook 
Deschutes 
Gilliam 
Grant 
Harney 
Hood River. 
Jackson 
Jefferson 


Cooley 
932 


' Josephine ` 


Malheur 

Sherman 

Umatilla 

Union 

Wallowa 

Wasco 

Wheeler 

Totals 22,791 


Notes: Breakdowns not available in Klamath, Lake 
and Morrow counties. Numbers do not include ab- 
sentee ballots. 


write-in. 


It appears Cooley wasn't 
exactly unopposed after all 


By ERIC GORSKI 


Correspondent, The Oregonian 


Wes Cooley won his party's 

nomination for re-election to the 
U.S. House on "Tuesday. But 
“blank” and “other” appear to 
haye received more votes. 
- In most of the 20 counties in 
Oregon's large 2nd Congression- 
al District, more Republican. vot- 
ers left the spot blank or wrote in 
someone else than marked their 
ballots for the freshman repre- 
sentative, who was unopposed on 
the ballot. 

“Ws certainly a no-confidence 
vote against Cooley,” said Jac- 
queline Switzer, a political sci- 
ence professor at Southern Ore- 
gon State College in Ashland. 

Cooley said he’s looking for- 
ward to the fall general election, 
despite reports that Republican 
leaders will ask him to get off the 
ballot. 

“Tt will be an honor, once 
again, to be the conservative 
nominee for the 2nd District,” 
Cooley told The Associated 
Press. “Whether it be balancing 
the budget or restoring common 
sense to our environmental regu- 


lations, -I look forward to the 
challenges we will meet in the 
105th Congress.” 

Cooley faces growing contro- 
versy for exaggerating his mili- 
tary and educational background 
and because of questions about 
his wife’s receipt of Veterans Af- 
fairs benefits and his. claiming a 
worker as a dependent for tax 
purposes, 

Cooley said Wednesday that he 
would address questions regard- 
ing misstatements about his 
background and his wife’s Veter- 
ans Affairs benefits at a public 
meeting at 9:45 a.m. Tuesday at 
the Reston Hotel in Medford. The 
congressman’s office said he 
would give a statement, then an- 
swer questions from the public 
and the media. 

Previously, Cooley said he 
would issue a “white paper” ad- 
dressing questions no later than 
May 18. He said he needed time 
to gather thé necessary docu- 
ments. Then he said he would 
have two news conferences Tues- 
day — in Medford and Bend. 

Cooley press aide Chris Mat- 
thews said there will not be a 
white paper or documents. 
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Abortion 
key Cooley rivals 


By Brad:Cain 
AP Staff Writer 

As speculation mounts about 
U.S. Rep. Wes Cooley being re- 
placed with another candidate in 
the fall, Republicans wonder 
whether a pro-choice contender 
such as state Sen. Greg Walden 
could get the nod from staunchly 


anti-abortion GOP precinct com:, 


mittee members. 

Walden, House Speaker Bev 
Clarno and state Sen..Neil Bryant 
are among those who have been 


mentioned most prominently as ` 


possible replacement candidates 

should Cooley step aside. But all 

three are pro-choice on abortion. 
Oregon Right to Life said 


' Wednesday that it is prepared to 


lobby precinct committee members 
who would meet in a convention in 
the 2nd Congressional District to 
select a replacement. 

“If there's an expression of in- 
terest by a pro-choice candidate, we 
will do everything we can to defeat 
them,” said Executive Director Gail 
Atteberry. “We have to be ready to 
keep that a pro-life seat.” 

Cooley says he intends to seek 
re-election despite allegations that 
he lied about his military service, 
educational credentials, marriage, 
residency ‘and other aspects of his 
life, that he may have received in- 
come tax and veterans benefits to 
which he wasn’t entitled, and that 
he repeatedly violated local zoning 
and building ordinances. 


Q 


(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 


dogs 


Still, the pressure continued to 
build as The Mail Tribune in Med- 
ford Wednesday became the latest 
newspaper in Cooley's district to 
urge the congressman to quit, say- 
ing that people have had enough of 
his “shabby, senseless lies.” 

Former Medford Mayor Al 
Densmore and former. Jackson 
County Sheriff C.W. Smith, both 
Republicans, joined in the newspa- 
per’s call for Cooley to resign. 

“You are hurting all Republican 
candidates and our ability to earn 
contributions and communicate our 
goals and ideas to the public,” said 
Densmore. “His credibility is com- 
pletely compromised,” said Smith, 
who.ran against Cooley in 1994. 

However, there is serious ques- 
tion about whether a pro-choice 
contender like Walden could win 
the nod. If not, unsuccessful 1994 
candidate Perry Atkinson, manager 
of Christian radio station KDOV- 
FM in Medford, is ready to step in. 

- Atkinson said he doubts a pro- 
choice contender could get the par- 
ty’s nomination. 

“I don’t think that would work,” 
he said. “I just feel that the pro-life 
plank is non-negotiable.” 

Walden countered, ^I would 
hope that there’s not an abortion 
litmus test for electing someone. 
We. have to have a nominee who 
has the ability to reach across a 
broad. range of voters in order to 
win and keep the seat in the Re- 
publican column.” 
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Congressional race: 
Forget the primary, 
focus on the fall 


Wes Cooley 


Position sought: 
2nd 
CONGRESSIONAL 
DISTRICT 
ELECTION 


La 


Party: Republican 
Age: 64 
Occupation: Congressman; rancher, vitamin 
salesman  - 

} Education: Bachelor's degree in business ad- 

; ministration, University of Southern California 

' Government experience: Oregon Senate, 1993- 
94; elected to first term in U.S. House of Repre- 
sentatives, 1994 


-| Community service: Past president; De- 
schutes County Farm Bureau; board member, 
Water for Life. 

| Campaign information: 
Washington, D.C. address: 1609 Longworth 
SÉ dg., Washington, D.C., 20515 
Phone: (202) 225-6730. 


District office: 259 Barnett Rd., Ste. E 
Medford 97501; 


Phone: (541) 776-4646 
or toll-free 1-800-533-3303. 


By Jeff Nielson 
Bulletin Staff Writer 

Oregon’s 2nd Congressional 
District primary election on May 
21 is shaping up to be no election 
at all. 

Embattled Republican incum- 
bent Wes Cooley is unopposed in the 
primary. Instead of talking about is- 
sues, however, Cooley has been 
forced to dodge allegations that he 
lied about his marriage and military 
record and duck questions about 
military survivor's benefits his wife 
may have improperly received. 

Said Oregon State University 
political science teacher’ Bill Lunch: 
“It is fortunate for Cooley that 
there is no nuisance candidate on 
the primary ballot against him. 
Otherwise, Joe the Hermit who 
lives in an abandoned mine shaft 
would be the Republican nominee.” 

Although two Democratic candi- 
dates filed for Cooley’s seat, only 
one apparently is serious. 

Deschutes County District At- 
torney Mike Dugan has been trav- 
eling throughout the district, meet- 
ing voters and drumming up finan- 
cial support; Vale retiree George 
Fuson, meanwhile, has done just 
the opposite. 

Fuson doesn’t have a listed or 
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unlisted phone number, has made 
no known public appearances and 
didn’t file any information with the 
secretary of state’s office, so he 
doesn't appear in the voter's pam- 
phlet. 

Fuson didn't respond to a letter 
from The Bulletin requesting bio- 
graphical information and his 
stands on issues involving 2nd Dis- 
trict voters. 

“Tve never heard of him,” said 
Larry Hurrle, editor of Malheur 
County's largest newspaper, the 
Ontario Argus Observer. 

So unless Fuson decides to sur- 
face in the next few days, or even if 
he does, it'll probably be Dugan 
against Cooley in the November 
general election — if Cooley doesn't 
resign first. 

If Cooley does bow out — a pos- 
sibility being openly discussed 
among Republicans in the 2nd Dis- 
trict — precinct committee mem- 
bers would meet in a convention to 
select a replacement. 

Assuming Cooley does survive 
until November, a key point in the 
election will be money — and so 
far, Cooley is ahead of Dugan. Ac- 
cording to the most recent cam- 
paign and expenditure reports filed 
with the Federal Elections Com- 


mission, Cooley had a cash balance 
of $136,527 on March 31, while 
Dugan had $7,479. 

Most of Cooley's contributions 
came from political action commit- 
tees, including $500 each from sev- 
eral dairy and banking organiza- 
tions, Weyerhaeuser Inc. and a 
Weyerhaeuser stockholders’ associ- 
ation, and sheep and cattle ranch- 
ing groups. 

Dugan says he’s concerned, but 
not overly so. 

“I think well be in much better 
shape by the next filing,” he said. 
“We're always worried about fund 
raising, but we’re making bigger 
and bigger strides all the time. Our 
momentum is continuing to build.” 

On issues, the two candidates 
disagree on most predictable party 
planks. 

Dugan is pro-choice; Cooley is 
anti-abortion, except in cases of 
rape, incest or when a mother’s life 
is endangered. Cooley says homo- 
sexuality is incompatible with mili- 
tary service; Dugan believes all eli- 
gible men and women should be 
able to serve. 

Dugan doesn’t support making 
illegal immigrants ineligible for 
federal benefits, but does support 
increasing border patrols to make 


it harder for illegal immigrants to 
get here; Cooley is against giving 
taxpayer-funded assistance to ille- 
gal residents. 

But somewhat surprisingly, the 
two men do agree, or are close to 
agreement, on some issues impor- 
tant in the 2nd District, which in- 
cludes all of Oregon east of the 
Cascades plus Jackson and most of 
Josephine counties, 

Both support phasing out farm 
subsidies, along with cutting gov- 
ernment regulation. Dugan doesn’t 
support repealing the controversial 
salvage timber rider, which allows 
logging on some previously blocked 
sales, but said it could be modified, 
in that it didn’t provide enough re- 
sources to the U.S. Forest Service to 
monitor, grade and survey sales; 
Cooley voted for the bill and helped 
write it. 

Cooley declined to be inter- 
viewed for this article. However, 
despite Cooley’s troubles, Dugan 
said his campaign hasn’t changed 
its focus on running against Cooley 
and his record. 

“Everyone in my campaign is 
confident we’re going to win this 


primary by a substantial margin: 


and make a run at Wes Cooley in 
the summer and fall,” Dugan said. 


Mike Dugan 


Position sought: 
2nd 


CONGRESSIONAL 
DISTRICT 


ELECTION 


Party: Democrat 

Age: 44 

Occupation: Deschutes County District Attor- 
ney, 1986-present 


Education: Law degree, Northwestern School 
of Law, Lewis and Clark College, 1976; bache- 
Joe degree | in political science, University of 
Oregon, 1973; attended Mice State Universi- 
ty, 1969-1970. 


Government experience: Deschutes County 
Deputy District Attorney, 1978-1982; Baker 
County Deputy District Attorney, 1976-1978. 
Former president, Oregon District Attorney's AS- 
sociation. 


Community service: Initiator, KIDS Center, 
Bend; Violence Against Women Grant Advisory 
Board; volunteer several youth programs. 
Campaign information: 
25 N.W. Minnesota Suite No. 5 
Bend, OR 97701. 
Phone: 388-0223 or 388-2194. 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 


In Reply, Please Refer to Portland, Oregon 97207 
File No. 46G-PD-40803 


June 12, 1996 
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FRAUD AGATNST THE GOVERNMENT-DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFATRS Pie 
UNREMARRTED WIDOW'S BENEFITS 


On May 1, 1996, the Portland Division of the Federal 


Bureau of Investigation opened a Fraud Against the Government 
Congressman Wes Cooley representing Oregon's 3rd Congressional b7c 
District. 


The case was opened on allegations published in the 
media that — inegal ly accepted Department of b6 
Veterans Affairs (VA) Unremarried Widow's Benefits, over an b7C 


approximately eriod while married to 
Congressman Coole 


they were husband and wife prior to There are also a 
documents associates with loans and the purchase of property by 
indicating that they were husband and wife prior to (4 


The monthly payments to [under the VA b6 
Unremarried Widow's Benefit program reached approximately[ ^ b b7C 


month at the time they were discontinued. The total amount over 
[. þeceivea by as calculated by the VA, was 
approximately 


The above information was presented to the United 
States Attorney's Office in Portland, Oregon, for an initial 
prosecutive opinion. The Portland U.S. Attorney's Office advised 


b5 
b6 
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Attorney's Portland Office advised that the Public 
of Main Justice has already declined the case since 
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FAG-DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 
UNREMARRIED WIDOW'S BENEFITS 


Portl 
De EI (AUSA) 
D.C. telephone number 


ised by Assistant United States 

t of Columbia, Washington, 

that his office is going 
d 


fact that 


Copies of the Veterans Administration's case file and 
investigation to date, as well as numerous newspaper clippings, 
have been forwarded to ausa[ ^ — ]bv Portland. 


Portland was also advised b 
attorney, Portland, Oregon, that he has 
retained a Washington, D.C. attorney by the name of 
of Stiens, Mitchell, Mezinas Law Firm, telephone number 

Portland was advised by that he will be 
the lead attorney in this matter and that the prior arrangements 
made to have his client[ ^ — — ] interviewed either in 
Portland or Washington, D.C., was going to be postponed, if not 
canceled altogether.[ hdvised his purpose for this was that 
he believed the FBI and Veterans Administration would have to 
continue conducting their investigation to collaborate his 
client's statements, therefore talking to his client at this 
particular time would not be effective. 


Portland is awaiting communication from AUSA 
after his review of the documents forwarded to him by Portland, 
with the anticipation of issuance of Grand Jury Subpoenas for 
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